
Environmental Stewardship in Columbus: 

An overview 



Columbus Green Team  

• Advise the City on sustainability efforts  and educate the public 
about environmental stewardship efforts taken or that are 
underway. The Team formulates actions, makes 
recommendations for such actions  and supports programs. 
Working Groups:  

– Climate Change & Energy  

– Community Engagement 

– Built Environment & Transportation Infrastructure 

– Branch Out Columbus  
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• Columbus Energy Challenge and the 
Energy Efficiency Roadmap 
 

• Community Energy Savers (2017) 
 

• City commits to reducing energy usage in 
facilities 20% by 2020  



GreenSpot Backyard 
Conservation Program 
• 946 residents educated 
• 182 rain barrels 
• 65 compost bins 
• 122 native trees 
• 77 native plants  

GreenSpot Corporate 
Sustainability Initiative 
• 30 graduates 
• 9 enrolled 

GreenSpot Neighborhoods 
• Discovery District 
• Sawmill Place 

GreenSpot Kids 
• 50 schools, 100 classes 
• GreenSpot and the 

Dots book distribution 

GreenSpotLight Awards 
 



Open Space Best Practices Report- a scan of 
other cities and researchers methods used to 
gain open space or have better connectivity to 
existing open space in urban high density 
areas undergoing redevelopment; and how 
cities have defined and designed open space 
to ensure the space is assessable and usable.  





 
 

• 22% tree canopy (31,171 acres) 
with 63% possible. 

• Providing $12.1 million value 
annually 

• Under threat, EAB etc. anticipate 
200,000 trees will be lost 

• Low income areas have less trees 
• 60,000 acres of land available 

(PPA)- mostly private property 
• Set a goal to 27% canopy by 

2020= 300,000 medium sized 
trees need planted. 
 

 







MORPC Green Collaborative 
Achievement Award 
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Upcoming Events: 

• Earth Day- service projects April 
8-15, celebration April 22nd 
(earthdaycolumbus.org)  

– GreenSpotLight Awards- March 
24 9am, CML Main Library 
(columbusgreenspot.org)  

– Columbus Green Purge May 13 
at Ohio History Center 
(columbus.gov/greenpurge) 

– Tree Give-A-Way April 15 
registration online 
(columbus.gov/branchout)  

– Milkweed Give-A-Way April 21 
10am Franklin Park Conservatory 

Other Stewardship Items: 

• Smart Columbus – de-carbon the grid, 
efficient transportation, electrification 
(columbus.gov/smartcolumbus ). 

• Bring me back- plastic bag recycling 
and reduction program (swaco.org )  

• Columbus Blueprint- goal to eliminate 
sanitary sewer overflows, includes plan 
to install over 70 acres of green 
infrastructure in the r/o/w, parks and 
vacant lots.(columbus.gov/blueprint)  

• Glass Act- bar/restaurant glass 
recycling program, over 940 tons 
collected. 

http://www.columbus.gov/smartcolumbus
http://www.columbus.gov/smartcolumbus
http://www.swaco.org/
http://www.columbus.gov/blueprint


 

Erin Miller, Environmental Steward, Office of Sustainability  

614-645-0815 or emmiller@columbus.gov 


