
Increases productivity
by 23% from better

lighting & by 11% from
better ventilation in high

performing buildings.2

Equivalent to
removing 136,000
cars from the road.

Reduces the average
industrial buildings' 

utility costs by 
9.5% over 3 years.3

Frees up lost dollars
from inefficient

operations & redirects
them to more

productive purposes.
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1. Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) "2018 City of Columbus Greenhouse Gas Inventory"
2. World Green Building Council. “The Business Case for Green Building.” 2013. https://www.worldgbc.org/sites/default/files/Business_Case_For_Green_Building_Report_WEB_2013-04-11-2.pdf
3. "Benchmarking and Energy Savings" (2012) ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager. https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/tools-and-resources/datatrends-benchmarking-and-energy-savings
4. Study conducted by The Greenlink Group for the City of Columbus through the American Cities Climate Challenge 
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energystar.gov/benchmark and enroll in automated benchmarking: benchmarking.energy

columbus.gov/sustainable/benchmarkingWant to learn more? Visit us at   

benchmarking@columbus.gov Have questions? Contact Jenna Tipalidi at

Ready to get started? Sign up for an ENERGY STAR  Portfolio Manager  account:   ® ®

Columbus is adopting a benchmarking & transparency
policy to drive efficiency in our building stock. 

Benefits of Benchmarking Industrial Buildings

Buildings represent 58% of Columbus' emissions 1

4

In benchmarking & transparency policies, buildings track energy &
water use over time & report the data to the City & market annually.

http://energystar.gov/benchmark
http://benchmarking.energy/
http://columbus.gov/sustainable/benchmarking
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DO YOU OWN OR MANAGE A INDUSTRIAL OR MANUFACTURING 
BUILDING OVER 50,000 SQUARE FEET IN COLUMBUS?

Columbus is adopting a benchmarking & transparency ordinance to drive efficiency in our building stock. Follow our 
decision tree to find out if your building is subject to the requirements of the ordinance.

NOYES

IS YOUR BUILDING A WAREHOUSE 
OR DISTRIBUTION CENTER?YES NO

DISTRIBUTION 
CENTER

REFRIGERATED 
WAREHOUSE

NON-REFRIGERATED 
WAREHOUSE

IS YOUR BUILDING A MANUFACTURING 
OR INDUSTRIAL PLANT?

YES NO

YOUR BUILDING IS NOT REQUIRED TO COMPLY WITH THE 
REQUIREMENTS OF THE ORDINANCE. 

SUBMIT AN EXEMPTION FORM TO THE CITY

HEY IT SEEMS LIKE YOU FOUND 
YOURSELF IN THE WRONG PLACE! 

65

YOUR BUILDING IS REQUIRED TO COMPLY WITH THE 
REQUIREMENTS OF THE ORDINANCE. BENCHMARK AS A...

 Unrefrigerated buildings 
that are used to store goods, 

manufactured products, 
merchandise or raw 

materials

 Refrigerated buildings 
that are used to store or 
redistribute perishable 

goods or merchandise under 
refrigeration at temperatures 

below 50°F

Unrefrigerated buildings that 
are used for the temporary 

storage and redistribution of 
goods, manufactured products, 
merchandise or raw materials

Icons the Noun Project Buildings by Made x Made Form by Adrien Coquet Warehouse by Adrien Coquet Factory by Made

BUILDING PERFORMANCE IN COLUMBUS 
MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS

Have questions? Contact us at benchmarking@columbus.gov 
Learn more at https://www.columbus.gov/sustainable/benchmarking/

Buildings primarily used for manufacturing and industrial purposes for which 
benchmarking results would not meaningfully reflect building energy use 

characteristics due to the intensive use of process load are exempt from the 
requirements of this ordinance. Process energy refers to energy used in actual 

manufacturing, production, or processing of a good, commodity, or other material.

IF YOUR BUILDING IS NOT A DISTRIBUTION 
CENTER, REFRIGERATED WAREHOUSE, 
NON-REFRIGERATED WAREHOUSE, OR 
MANUFACTURING/INDUSTRIAL BUILDING, 
BENCHMARK BUILDING ACCORDING TO 
THE PORTFOLIO MANAGER PROPERTY TYPE 
GUIDELINES.

mailto:benchmarking%40columbus.gov%20%20?subject=RE%3A%20Benchmarking%20Infographic
https://www.columbus.gov/sustainable/benchmarking/
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/tools-and-resources/list-portfolio-manager-property-types-definitions-and-use-details



