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June 14, 2017
Notice of Issuance of a Limited Environmental Review and Final
Finding of No Significant Impact to All Interested Citizens,
Organizations and Government Agencies
City of Columbus
Columbus Department of Public Utilities
Alum Creek Trunk North and Alum Creek Subtrunk
Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation (CIP 650725-100002)
CS390274-0248
The purpose of this notice is to advise the public that Ohio EPA has reviewed the referenced
project and finds that neither an Environmental Assessment (EA) nor a Supplemental Study
(SS) is required to complete the environmental review of the project. Instead, this project
meets the criteria for a Limited Environmental Review (LER). These criteria are summarized
below in this document and in the attached LER.
This project involves the rehabilitation of existing sanitary trunk sewers located on the
northeast side of Columbus utilizing shotcrete spot repair and shotcrete sewer lining methods.
This project is part of the Large Diameter Pipe Condition Assessment and Cleaning
Prioritization, which is an initiative to help address the 2002 sanitary sewer overflows consent
order issued by Ohio EPA. The project will benefit the Columbus area by mitigating potential
risks associated with the structural failure of the ACT-N and ACS sewers which could
contaminate Alum Creek.
The LER was completed for this project as it will not individually, cumulatively over time or in
conjunction with other Federal, State local or private actions have a significant adverse effect on
the quality of the human environment. Consequently, a finding of no significant impact (FONSI)
can be issued now for this project.
The Water Pollution Control Loan Fund (WPCLF) program required the inclusion of
environmental factors in the decision-making process for project approval. Ohio EPA has done
this by incorporating a detailed analysis of the environmental effects of the proposed action in
its review and approval process. Environmental information was developed as part of the
facilities planning process. A subsequent review by this Agency has found that the proposed
action does not require the preparation of a EA or an SS.

50 West Town Street • Suite 700 • P.O. Box 1049 • Columbus, OH 43216-1049
epa.ohio.gov • (614) 644-3020 • (614) 644-3184 (fax)

LIMITED ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

A.

Project Identification

Name:

City of Columbus

Address: Tracie Davies, Director
Department of Public Utilities
910 Dublin Road
Columbus, Ohio 43215
Project:

B.

Alum Creek Trunk North (ACT-N) and Alum Creek Subtrunk (ACS) Sanitary Sewer
Rehabilitation, Columbus CIP 650725-100002, AIMS ID: 6426, WPCLF Loan No.:
CS390274-0248

Existing Need

The City of Columbus – Department of Public Utilities has applied to Ohio EPA’s Water Pollution
Control Loan Fund (WPCLF) for low-interest financing of the Alum Creek Trunk North (ACT-N)
and Alum Creek Subtrunk (ACS) Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation project. The WPCLF program
requires an environmental review as part of the loan award decision-making process. This
document summarizes Ohio EPA’s environmental review of the proposed project.
As the result of a consent order entered into by the City of Columbus and the Ohio Environmental
Protection Agency in 2002, the City is required to implement a program to address the capacity,
management, operation and maintenance (CMOM) of its sewer system. To address the CMOM
requirements, the City established a prioritization for large diameter sewer condition assessment
and cleaning. The Alum Creek Trunk South (ACT-S) had the highest overall criticality when
consequence and likelihood of failure are combined. As a result, the entire Alum Creek Trunk
was selected to be cleaned and/or rehabilitated starting upstream with the ACT-N, and working
downstream to the Alum Creek Trunk Middle (ACT-M), and finishing with the Alum Creek Trunk
South (ACT-S).
This WPCLF loan only pertains to the
upstream portions of the Alum Creek Trunk:
the ACT-N and ACS portions. The ACT-N
and ACS sewers transport sanitary sewage
from suburban areas in northeastern greater
Columbus to treatment facilities by way of
the ACT-M and ACT-S. See Figures 1,2
and 3 for project location maps. The ACT-N
and ACS were built between 1967 and
1968. One segment in the ACT-N was
replaced in 2001. The rehabilitation of
portions of the ACT-N and ACS is a high
priority due to the social, environmental and
financial costs associated with potential
failures.
Figure 1. General Project Location Map
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Figure 2. ACT-N Sewer Rehabilitation Location Overview Map
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Figure 3. ACS Sewer Rehabilitation Location Overview Map
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C.

Project Description

The project will include video recording and inspection of 6,700 linear feet of sewer and
approximately 6,700 linear feet of sewer cleaning, 6,700 linear feet of continuous shotcrete lining
(shotcrete is a cementitious material sprayed on prepared concrete sewers) and approximately
3,500 square feet of shotcrete spot repairs within various segments of concrete sewers along the
project length,which spans approximately 7 miles. The sewers to be repaired range in size from
42-inch in diameter to 78-inch diameter.
D.

Estimated Project Costs

The estimated project cost is $5,500,000. The City of Columbus has applied to the WPCLF for
financing of the cost of this project. Columbus qualifies for the standard, below-market interest
rate, which is adjusted monthly, and is currently is fixed at 2.13% for a 20-year loan. The actual
WPCLF loan amount to Columbus will be based on the as-bid costs of the project. Compared to
the current market rate of 3.38%, Columbus will save over $828,000 in interest payments through
the WPCLF. However, final savings caluculations should be determined during the month of loan
award.
The WPCLF loan will be repaid through revenue generated by the Columbus user charge
system. The Columbus estimated typical annual combined water and sewer bill for city residents
is $1,200, which is approximately 2.68% of local median household income (MHI: $44,774).
These numbers compare favorably to the Ohio average combined bill ($1,247). Combined water
and sewer bills less than 3.0% of MHI are considered affordable. Ordinance #2698-2015
authorized an increase in sewer rates effective January 1, 2016 for the Division of Sewerage and
Drainage and to amend Chapter 1147 of the Columbus City Codes, 1959. Requested
adjustments in rates result in a typical inside-city residential sanitary sewer rate increase of 3
percent. When a water increase of 4 percent and a 1 percent increase in stormwater rates is
considered, the overall impact on a typical residential customer in the City of Columbus is 3.31
percent. And for a typical outside-city residential customer, 3.49 percent. Outside-city customers
are not charged stormwater fees. The city determined the new rate structure to be necessary to
continue to address projects related to the two consent orders entered into in 2002 and 2004
mandating the City of Columbus to mitigate wet weather flow from combined sewer overflows and
sanitary sewer overflows and other operating costs and infrastructure improvements.

E.

Project Schedule
The project is anticipated to take approximately 18 months.
Construction loan award – June 2017
Construction start – September 2017
Completion of Construction – March 2019

F.

Public Notification

The City's capital improvements budget and capital improvements plan are posted annually on
the City of Columbus’ website https://www.columbus.gov/finance/financial-managementgroup/Capital-and-Debt-Management/. Project information can also be found on the Columbus
Page 4 of 6

June 14, 2017
Limited Environmental Review
City of Columbus Department of Public Utilities
ACT-N/ACS Sanitary Sewer Rehab

Department of Public Utilities website under “projects”
https://www.columbus.gov/utilities/projects/Alum-Creek-Sanitary-Sewer-Rehab-Project/.
Additionally, the City maintains an interactive mapping tool online called "My Neighborhood"
http://myneighborhood.columbus.gov/. "My Neighborhood" provides City of Columbus residents
with quick and easy access to pertinent information about city services and facilities.
The public has the opportunity to review the legislation approving the funds for the project, prior to
City Council Meetings, which are held nearly every Monday beginning at 5:00 P.M. in City Hall.
All meetings are open to the public. These meetings can be observed in one of three ways:
• By attending the City Council meeting. Those wishing to address City Council at these
meetings are welcome to do so.
• On CTV, where local residents subscribing to basic cable television can watch the City
Council Meetings live or rebroadcast.
• In streaming video format.
Ohio EPA will post a copy of this Limited Environmental Review (LER) decision and Finding of No
Significant Impact on our website at: epa.ohio.gov/defa/ofa.aspx under the “What’s New” tab in
the “WPCLF Documents Available for Review and Comment” list. Supporting documentation for
the LER decision is also available for public inspection upon request from the contact person
listed at the end of this report. No opposition to the project is known at this time.

G.

Planning Information

The Division of Environmental and Financial Assistance has reviewed the facilities planning
information for the proposed project in consideration of potential direct, indirect and cumulative
short- and long-term environmental impacts.

H.

Application of Limited Environmental Review Criteria

Ohio EPA conducts environmental reviews of all projects through the State Environmental Review
Process (SERP) prior to WPCLF financing. The SERP contains a special set of review procedures
for projects that do not have the potential to “individually, cumulatively over time, or in conjunction
with other Federal, State, local, or private actions have a significant adverse effect on the quality of
the human environment.” Such projects may qualify for an LER. The proposed project meets the
project type criteria for an LER; namely, the project involves an action in a sewered community for the
minor rehabilitiation of existing facilities. Furthermore, the project meets the other qualifying criteria
for an LER; specifically, the proposed project:


will have no significant adverse environmental effect, as sensitive resources such as
wetlands, prime or unique agricultural lands, aquifer recharge zones, archaeological or
historically significant sites, or threatened or endangered species are not present and/or will
not be impacted in the project area;



does not require extensive specific impact mitigation, as the proposed project involves
the rehabilitation of existing sewers in a mix of commercial and residential areas. Where
portions of the sewers are located along the Alum Creek Multi-Use Trail, the City plans to
minimize disruptions to publicly accessed areas and where tree clearing is necessary for
access, a tree, shrub and plant protection plan will be utilized. Commonly-used construction
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best management practices will be used and all pre-construction conditions shall be fully
restored as close to the original condition as practical.


will have no adverse effect on high value environmental resources, as the project area is
surrounded mainly by highly developed residential and commercial areas. Along the Alum
Creek Multi-Use Trail, where tree clearing is necessary for access to the sewers, a tree,
shrub and plant protection plan will be utilized. If trees need to be cut, they shall be removed
between October 1 and March 31 and the contractor must coordinate with the City.



is not a controversial action, as user rates will not be increased as a result of this project,
nor are any adverse impacts to environmental resources likely to occur. Furthermore, Ohio
EPA is unaware of any public opposition to the project;



is cost-effective, as the City is using best management practices and has selected costeffective rehabilitation of the sewers;



does not create new, or relocate existing, discharges to surface or ground waters; and
will not result in substantial increases in the volume of discharge or the loading of
pollutants from an existing source or from new facilities to receiving waters since the
proposed project is intended to mitigate any potential risks associated with the structural
failure of the sewers and has no other relationship to the sanitary sewer or wastewater
treatment systems. These risks include human contact with sewage flows, and
contamination of the immediately adjacent Alum Creek;



will not create new sources of water withdrawals from either surface or ground waters,
or significantly increase the amount of water withdrawn from an existing source; nor
will it provide capacity to serve a population substantially greater than the existing
population, as the project scope is limited to repairing existing sewers and not to serving
additional demand.

The planning activities for the project have identified no potentially significant short-term or longterm adverse impacts on the quality of the human environment or on sensitive resources.
Implementation of appropriate construction mitigation measures is required by the contract
specifications, and construction activity will be limited to the existing sewers. The project will
benefit the Columbus area by mitigating potential risks associated with the structural failure of the
ACT-N and ACS sewers which could contaminate Alum Creek.

I.

Contact Person

For further information, please contact:
Rose McLean
Environmental Planner
Ohio EPA, Division of Environmental & Financial Assistance
Office of Financial Assistance
P.O. Box 1049
Columbus, Ohio 43216-1049
E-mail: Rose McLean@epa.ohio.gov
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