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A Life Long Gardener

* Learned to garden
from Charles Nabrit
and Washington Penn
(Dad & Granddad)

« Often unwillingly, over
the course of many,
many,Saturday
mornings and
summer vacations.




Introduction

» | was born May 9™ 1980.

| am the oldest of three boys, and eight
grandkids (7 boys, 1 girl)

* | have a twin brother Damon, and a
younger brother Evan.

| am not married, and do not have kids.



"High School”

| was home schooled from 5" grade until | went to
college. And in case you were wondering, no | did not
enjoy the experience. Picked college that was >8hr drive
from Columbus.

Most of my instructors were African or African-American
Graduate students at The Ohio State University.

Being home schooled did allow me to travel to Asia,
Europe, and about 40 of 50 states before graduating.

| also volunteered extensively at my church and COSI,
where | earned a lifetime membership for volunteering
over 3,000 hours. | trained the rats to play basketball.

| participated in sports through the Columbus Parks and
Recreation Centers.



College

* Political Philosophy Major

* Resident Advisor, Urban Action
Coordinator, and Discipline Committee

* Worked at every restaurant near campus
doing delivery and managed student cafe

» Walked onto the fencing team, 2000 lvy
league champions

* Volunteered in Trenton, creating gardens



After College

My family went on a book tour across the country to promote
“Morning by Morning”

Dad stepped on a nail in 2004, which led to a cascade of health
crises.

Came home to Columbus to help out, worked as a grant writer.
Wrote a charter school grant and opened a vocational high school in
Springfield, OH. Serving at-risk and adjudicated students 16 to
21years of age who had dropped out of school for 2 years of more.

Began working at an after-school and childcare center at my church,
eventually becoming a licensed center director. Worked with about
125 children, 2 to 12years of age with 20 staff members.

Obama Fellow, 2008,

US Census Bureau 2010 census-in-schools partnership specialist
Full-time caregiver 2004 - 2013

Consultant PN&A, Inc. 2011 — Present









Growing Community

My dad controlled his diabetes for 10 years with diet
alone.

Taking my dad to dialysis and physical therapy really
drove home the importance of nutrition and how
iInequitable access was effecting the health of my
community.

Created garden in 2013 as free grief therapy, but it
became a place of healing, teaching, growing
community.

Co-manager of the CMN Memorial garden, a 4,000 sq. ft
growing space arranged in 40+ raised beds that supply
our onsite farmer’'s market Wed. 4-7pm and Sat. 10-12,
we sell all our produce for $1/pound.









Greater Columbus Growing
Coalition G.C.G.C.

Joined GCGC in 2014, became Vice President in 2015,
and have served as President since 2016.

The group has grown from roughly 125 members to over
300 in the last two years

Known for our flower drops, where we distribute plants
donated by Strader’s Nursery. We had over 75 truck
loads of deliveries in 2017.

We also work to advocate for civic agriculture and
strengthening the local food system.

We have increased the number of mini grants we award
to members to 10, we now award $2500 annually.

We provide limited general liability insurance for our
community gardens.
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SWACO

FROM WASTE TO RESOURCES
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