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Community Impact of Opiate Crisis 

In Franklin County,  
more than 4,300 residents  
are active heroin users  
every day.  
 

2 residents  
die every single day  

in our community. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Like communities all across our country, we are in the midst of an opiate epidemic. Opiate use is a public health crisis.

In Franklin County, more than 4,300 residents are active heroin users every day. 
2 residents die every single day in our community.
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Drug Overdose Epidemic 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Everyone is impacted. Our friends, family members, coworkers, and neighbors are dying at an alarming rate. 







Unintentional Drug 
Overdose Deaths 
Franklin County vs. Ohio 
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Source: Ohio Resident Mortality Data downloaded from the Ohio Public Health Data Warehouse - http://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/EDW/DataCatalog  

Age-Adjusted Rate of Unintentional Drug 
Overdose Deaths  
Franklin County vs. Ohio, 2013-2017 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Franklin County ranks 4th in number and 45th in rate amongst all counties.

Source: Ohio Resident Mortality Data downloaded from the Ohio Public Health Data Warehouse http://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/EDW/DataCatalog 

http://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/EDW/DataCatalog


Unintentional Drug 
Overdose Death 
By Race and Drug Type  
Franklin County 
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Source: Ohio Resident Mortality Data downloaded from the Ohio Public Health Data Warehouse - http://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/EDW/DataCatalog  

Age-Adjusted Rate of Unintentional Drug 
Overdose Deaths by Race  
Franklin County, 2013-2017 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In Franklin County, the unintentional overdose death rate among Non-Hispanic Blacks converged with that of Non-Hispanic Whites in 2017.

http://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/EDW/DataCatalog
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Source: Ohio Resident Mortality Data downloaded from the Ohio Public Health Data Warehouse - http://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/EDW/DataCatalog  

Age-Adjusted Rate of Cocaine-Related 
Overdose Deaths by Race 
Franklin County, 2013-2017 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In Franklin County, the cocaine-related overdose death rate among Non-Hispanic Blacks increased 55% from 2016 to 2017. The rate among Non-Hispanic White increased 17%.


http://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/EDW/DataCatalog
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Source: Ohio Resident Mortality Data downloaded from the Ohio Public Health Data Warehouse - http://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/EDW/DataCatalog  

Age-Adjusted Rate of Fentanyl-Related 
Overdose Deaths by Race  
Franklin County, 2013-2017 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In Franklin County, the fentanyl-related overdose death rate among Non-Hispanic African Americans increased 141% from 2016 to 2017. The rate among Non-Hispanic White increased 200%. 

Note: Rates among Non-Hispanic Blacks for 2014 and 2015 were too small to calculate a stable rate.


http://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/EDW/DataCatalog
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Source: Ohio Resident Mortality Data downloaded from the Ohio Public Health Data Warehouse - http://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/EDW/DataCatalog  

Age-Adjusted Rate of Opiate-Related 
Overdose Deaths by Race 
Franklin County, 2013-2017 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In Franklin County, the opiate-related overdose death rate among Non-Hispanic Blacks increased 96% from 2016 to 2017. The rate among Non-Hispanic White increased 30%.


http://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/EDW/DataCatalog
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Source: Ohio Resident Mortality Data downloaded from the Ohio Public Health Data Warehouse - http://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/EDW/DataCatalog  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note: Frequencies <10 deaths in a given year are not shown. 

http://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/EDW/DataCatalog
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Source: Ohio Resident Mortality Data were retrieved from the Ohio Department of Health, Office of Vital Statistics. Data were analyzed by 
Columbus Public Health, Office of Epidemiology.  

Top 6 ZIP Codes: Unintentional Overdose 
Deaths Among Non-Hispanic Blacks 
Franklin County, 2016-2017  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Among Non-Hispanic Black individuals, 44% of overdose deaths (from 2016-2017) had residencies in the following zip codes: 43232, 43219, 43207, 43211, 43227, and 43205. 




Suspected Overdose 
Encounters, EMS Runs & 
Emergency Department 
Visits 
Columbus and Franklin County 
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Age Group: 2016-2018  
(through 11/18/2018) 

Columbus 
Fire EMS 

Run 

Emergency 
Department 

Visit 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From 2016-2018 YTD, individuals who identify as Black represent nearly 16% of emergency departments and 23% of EMS runs for suspected overdoses. 

Note: Race information is not always available so data is reflective of individuals where race information were available. 

Source: Suspected drug overdose data is retrieved from the State of Ohio’s EpiCenter surveillance tool and analyzed by Columbus Public Health, Office of Epidemiology. Columbus Fire Department EMS data were received from Columbus Division of Fire. Ohio Resident Mortality Data were retrieved from the Ohio Department of Health, Office of Vital Statistics. Data were analyzed by Columbus Public Health, Office of Epidemiology. 
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Gender: 2016-2018 (through 11/18/2018) 

Columbus 
Fire EMS 

Run 

Emergency 
Department 

Visit 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From 2016-2018 YTD, individuals who identify as Black represent nearly 16% of emergency departments and 23% of EMS runs for suspected overdoses. 

Note: Race information is not always available so data is reflective of individuals where race information were available. 

Source: Suspected drug overdose data is retrieved from the State of Ohio’s EpiCenter surveillance tool and analyzed by Columbus Public Health, Office of Epidemiology. Columbus Fire Department EMS data were received from Columbus Division of Fire. Ohio Resident Mortality Data were retrieved from the Ohio Department of Health, Office of Vital Statistics. Data were analyzed by Columbus Public Health, Office of Epidemiology. 
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Race: 2016-2018 (through 11/18/2018) 

Columbus 
Fire EMS 

Run 

Emergency 
Department 

Visit 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From 2016-2018 YTD, individuals who identify as Black represent nearly 16% of emergency departments and 23% of EMS runs for suspected overdoses. 

Note: Race information is not always available so data is reflective of individuals where race information were available. 

Source: Suspected drug overdose data is retrieved from the State of Ohio’s EpiCenter surveillance tool and analyzed by Columbus Public Health, Office of Epidemiology. Columbus Fire Department EMS data were received from Columbus Division of Fire. Ohio Resident Mortality Data were retrieved from the Ohio Department of Health, Office of Vital Statistics. Data were analyzed by Columbus Public Health, Office of Epidemiology. 
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Columbus Fire EMS Runs: 
2016-2018 (through 11/18/2018) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
EMS run ZIP Code represents ZIP code of incidence/site of response.

Emergency Department ZIP code represents ZIP code of residence of the individual visiting the emergency department.  

Source: Suspected drug overdose data is retrieved from the State of Ohio’s EpiCenter surveillance tool and analyzed by Columbus Public Health, Office of Epidemiology. Columbus Fire Department EMS data were received from Columbus Division of Fire. Ohio Resident Mortality Data were retrieved from the Ohio Department of Health, Office of Vital Statistics. Data were analyzed by Columbus Public Health, Office of Epidemiology. 
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Emergency Department Visits: 
2016-2018 (through 11/18/2018) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
EMS run ZIP Code represents ZIP code of incidence/site of response.

Emergency Department ZIP code represents ZIP code of residence of the individual visiting the emergency department.  

Source: Suspected drug overdose data is retrieved from the State of Ohio’s EpiCenter surveillance tool and analyzed by Columbus Public Health, Office of Epidemiology. Columbus Fire Department EMS data were received from Columbus Division of Fire. Ohio Resident Mortality Data were retrieved from the Ohio Department of Health, Office of Vital Statistics. Data were analyzed by Columbus Public Health, Office of Epidemiology. 




Hepatitis C Cases 
Franklin County 
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Acute & Chronic Hepatitis C Cases in 
Franklin County, 2014-2017 
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Source: Ohio Diseases Reporting System. Data were analyzed by Columbus Public Health, Office of Epidemiology.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There has been a nearly 60% increase in hepatitis C in recent years. 
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Source: Ohio Diseases Reporting System. Data were analyzed by Columbus Public Health, Office of Epidemiology.  

Hepatitis C Case Demographics 
Franklin County, 2014-2017 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Source: Ohio Disease Reporting System




City of Columbus • Columbus Public Health 

0.0% 1.3% 

27.6% 

23.3% 

14.6% 

18.4% 
14.8% 

0.0

5.0

10.0

15.0

20.0

25.0

30.0

<1 Year 1-17 Years 18-29 Years 30-39 Years 40-49 Years 50-59 Years ≥ 60 Years 

Pe
rc

en
t 

Age Group 

Source: Ohio Diseases Reporting System. Data were analyzed by Columbus Public Health, Office of Epidemiology.  

Acute & Chronic Hepatitis C Cases Age 
Distribution, Franklin County, 2014-2017 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Source: Ohio Disease Reporting System




A Mother’s Story 



A Mother’s Story 



Responding 
to the Crisis 
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Responding to the Crisis 

Columbus Public Health is working to 
help those already addicted and to 
prevent people from becoming 
addicted in the first place. 
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What Columbus Public Health is Doing 

• Franklin County Opiate Action Plan 
• Alcohol and Drug Services Counseling 
• Prevention 
• Naloxone Training 
• Drug Take Back Events 
• Opiate Surge Notification System 
• Fentanyl Test Strips 
• Safe Point at Equitas Health 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Columbus Public Health is working with our partners to help those who are already addicted and to prevent people from becoming addicted in the first place.

Franklin County Opiate Action Plan
Alcohol and Drug Services Counseling
Prevention
Naloxone Training
Drug Take Back Events
Opiate Surge Notification System
Safe Point at Equitas Health
Fentanyl Test Strips
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Comprehensive Services 

Harm Reduction at Safe Point  
• Addiction Screening 
• Counseling and Treatment Referral  
• Overdose Prevention Education 
• Naloxone Availability 
• Infection Prevention Education 
• Syringe Access (based on pattern of use/need with a number cap)  

• Needle Disposal Education 
• Safer Injection Education  
• Safer Sex Education and Condoms 
• Testing and Referral for HIV and hep C 
• Basic First Aid 
• Referrals for Behavioral Health and Medical Care Needs 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Columbus Public Health supports the Safe Point program at Equitas Health as part of a comprehensive harm reduction effort to protect the health of those with the disease of addiction, their loved ones, and the entire community. 
Comprehensive Services Include:
Addiction Screening
Counseling and Treatment Referral 
Overdose prevention education
Naloxone availability
Infection Prevention Education
Syringe Access (based on pattern of use/need with a number cap) 
Needle Disposal Education
Safer Injection Education 
Safer Sex Education and Condoms
Testing and referral for HIV and hep C
Basic first aid
Referrals for behavioral health and medical care needs
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Franklin County Coroner 

Dr. Anahi Ortiz 
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Dr. Laura Espy-Bell 
OhioHealth 
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Amy O’Grady 
Columbus City Attorney’s Office 



Addiction and the Criminal Justice System 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Amy O’Grady  
Columbus City Attorney 
Zach Klein 



Behavioral Health Continuum 
of Care 

https://www.samhsa.gov/prevention 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why do you need to know about the criminal justice system?  Let’s take a step back and talk about addiction.

The addiction crisis is having a huge impact on our community.  The drugs change depending on the time and what part of Franklin County you are in (opioids, meth, cocaine)

Defining addiction- A chronic, relapsing brain disease that is characterized by compulsive drug seeking and use, despite harmful consequences.

The city and county have efforts to address this overall continuum of care, ranging from promotion of environments that support mental health, through prevention efforts in schools and community, all the way through treatment and recovery.

So when you have an addiction and have contact with the criminal justice system, in large part we are starting with the treatment end.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a picture of the Franklin County Municipal Court on the left side of this picture. It’s connected to the domestic court (373 S. High St.) and common pleas court administration offices on the right (369 S. High St.).




Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a picture of the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas, general division (directly across Mound Street from the courthouse).  



Court structure 
Municipal 
•15 judges (civil, criminal and traffic cases) 
•5 magistrates (civil, criminal, traffic, and small claims) 
•Environmental Court 
•Specialty dockets 
 

Common Pleas, General Division 
•17 judges (civil and criminal cases) 
•9 magistrates (civil and criminal proceedings, felony arraignments) 
•Specialty docket 
  

  

  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Judges and magistrates address civil, criminal, and traffic cases

Criminal/Traffic: Any crime that is a “lesser” criminal offense and incurs not more than 1 year in jail as penalty is classified as a misdemeanor and will be in municipal court. The Criminal/Traffic Department processes and maintains all misdemeanor criminal cases, felony filings, traffic cases requiring a court appearance, and numerous payable traffic offenses.  

Civil: The Civil Department of the Municipal Court Clerk's Office accepts and maintains all civil cases with a monetary jurisdiction of up to $15,000. Small Claims cases up to $6,000 are also processed by this division. Sample cases include contract disputes; personal injury; property damage; evictions; small claims; certificate of judgment transfers; foreclosures; declaratory judgments; housing and safety code issues. There are also many publicly available forms for use with civil cases. 

Environmental: The Environmental Division was created by the Ohio General Assembly in 1991 as a specialized, housing-focused court to streamline the judicial oversight and adjudication of housing code violations.  

Specialty Dockets: 
Military and Veterans
Drug Courts (2)
Mental Health Court
CATCH Court

Common Pleas
READ BULLETS
Specialty Docket- TIES program 

Eligibility:
Eligibility Criteria
Felony 4 or Felony 5 felony offenders
Non-violent, non-sexually oriented charges
Non-gun-related charges
Domestic Violence charges considered on a “case-by-case” basis
No significant history of violent crimes or drug trafficking
Sufficient motivation for treatment/change
Primary diagnosis of chemical dependency; however, as most prospective candidates for admission demonstrate some degree of co-occurring mental health conditions, comprehensive MH treatment is available
Defendant meets the criteria for:”Presumption for probation” per sentencing guidelines.
�



CATCH court 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I want to explain in a little more detail what I mean by a specialty docket.  Here is a picture of Judge Paul Herbert who runs CATCH court.  

CATCH court stands for Changing Attitudes to Change Habits

CATCH Court exists to break the cycle of abuse for victims of human trafficking, prostitution, and sexual exploitation by providing resources, community, and accountability.


Started in 2009

These “problem-solving courts” courts screen defendants for signs of abuse and human trafficking. Their goal is not to punish the women, but to help them heal from the trauma that often lead them to the streets and holds them there.

The defendant agrees to 2 years of probation and to adhere to the treatment plan that was designed uniquely for the individual including: residential treatment, counseling, random drug screens, and a weekly CATCH status review hearing. They serve over 50 survivors.

85% of those who complete the program have faced no new criminal charges.

So you or someone you know may be in a true specialty docket but if not, you can still can get access to services through the court.



Warrant 
 Warrant: a document issued by a legal or government official 
authorizing the police or some other body to make an arrest, search 
premises, or carry out some other action relating to the administration 
of justice. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is a warrant? Read definition

Why would someone have a warrant

Missing a court date
Failure to comply with a sentence
Arrest for a crime 

What do I do if I have an active an active warrant?

Verify on court computer
Contact the attorney

What if I’m on probation and has a warrant?

Still contact the attorney of record first
You may be in a positon to talk with the probation officer at some point, after you have spoken with your attorney

Make the point- the court wants you to get treatment.  It’s not a regular circumstance that they will go down the road of arrest as long as the person is sincere in their efforts to get help.  Not a guarantee that they won’t get arrested, but we would encourage both treatment and dealing with the criminal case.




Issue One- next steps 
 ‒ Review drug classifications with the goal of reducing most fourth- and fifth-degree 
felony possession offenses to first-degree misdemeanors, with a presumption of 
probation if an offender agrees to treatment.  
 

 ‒ Allow those currently in prison or on probation for newly reclassified drug possession 
offenses to ask the court for a reduction in classification and sentence.  
 

 ‒ Extend record-sealing eligibility for reclassified drug possession offenses. This idea, not 
part of Issue 1, would give those who complete sentences or treatment to clear their 
records and get a fresh chance at housing and employment.  
 

 ‒ Presume no jail time for technical felony probation violations, but allow it if the violation 
involves a new crime or if there are repeated violations.  
 

 ‒ For the remaining felony drug possession offenses, eliminate all mandatory drug 
sentences except those for major drug offender charges.  

   https://www.dispatch.com/news/20180926/rivals-obrien-klein-develop-better-
alternative-to-issue-1 

  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Columbus City Attorney Zach Klein and Franklin County Prosecutor Ron O’Brien have joined forces to develop a drug-sentencing revamp they say is far superior to the proposed state Issue 1. �
The goal is to follow the intent of Issue 1, reducing penalties and prison sentences for drug possession so addicts can be treated. But the proposed legislation, they say, still gives judges flexibility on sentencing, encourages drug treatment and avoids what many prosecutors and judges say are unintended consequences of Issue 1, which would amend the Ohio Constitution. Klein and O’Brien say their proposal, which they took to Senate President Larry Obhof last week, would allow Ohio’s drug courts to continue utilizing the threat of jail time to encourage those charged with drug possession to enter treatment. 

If asked about reentry- talk about the OJPP reentry coalition

The Franklin County Reentry Coalition was established in 2009 to address the dramatic rise in the number of ex-offenders returning to the Franklin County community, and to overcome the fragmentation of services and lack of coordination between service providers and a lack of a leadership entity to coordinate the various services that assist ex-offenders.




RREACT 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rapid Response Emergency Addiction and Crisis Team (RREACT). RREACT is dispatched to meet the patient at the receiving hospital to offer long-term solutions for rehabilitation and treatment. It was realized that long term treatment was necessary and it would take a community response.

Talk about Whitehall safe station 
The Whitehall Division of Fire has implemented a SAFE (Stop Addiction For Everyone) Station Program as a component of project Whitehall’s Help for Overdoses (WHO). The SAFE Station Program is a joint effort between the Whitehall Division of Fire, the Whitehall Division of Police, the Heart of Ohio Family Health Center and the Maryhaven Addiction Stabilization Center (MASC).
This program is intended to address the immediate needs of those members of our community who are in crisis relative to an opioid addiction. The program will provide a safe and discreet avenue for those afflicted with addiction to gain access to treatment and recovery.
The SAFE Station Program can be accessed with minimal effort. Members of the public will simply arrive at the fire station and ask to be helped in their fight against addiction. The Community Paramedic or another member of the Fire Division will coordinate a warm handoff between Division personnel and a recovery or treatment specialist from the MASC, or similar agency. Law enforcement personnel will be involved ONLY if the member of the community is discovered to be armed with a weapon or display aggressive demeanor. In these cases, law enforcement is involved to ensure the safety of the fire division personnel.
You may, at any time, come to the fire station and ask for help with addiction. We encourage you to bring your drugs, tools and other paraphernalia associated with its use and you will be provided assistance without the liability of being placed into law enforcement custody. No legal action will be taken against you.




Resources  
 

•Public Defender: 614-525-3194 

•Columbus City Attorney: 614-645-7385 or http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/ 

•Franklin County Prosecutor: 614-525-3555 

•Common Pleas Clerk case search: 
https://fcdcfcjs.co.franklin.oh.us/CaseInformationOnline/acceptDisclaimer?qqnihm6
cjhk7r 

•Municipal Court CASE Search: http://www.fcmcclerk.com/case/search 

•Municipal Court Self Help Resource Center: http://www.fcmcselfhelpcenter.org/ 

•Netcare: 614-276-2273 (CARE) 

•Mental Health America Franklin County: 614-221-1441 

  

  

  

http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/
https://fcdcfcjs.co.franklin.oh.us/CaseInformationOnline/acceptDisclaimer?qqnihm6cjhk7r
https://fcdcfcjs.co.franklin.oh.us/CaseInformationOnline/acceptDisclaimer?qqnihm6cjhk7r
http://www.fcmcclerk.com/case/search
http://www.fcmcselfhelpcenter.org/


Questions? 

Amy O’Grady 
Deputy Solicitor General 
addictionpolicy@columbus.gov  
614-965-0180 
 

mailto:addictionpolicy@Columbus.gov
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Debra Pounds 
Arizona Counseling & 
Consultation Services 



Treatment Options 

• Residential 
• Residential Detox 
• Non-Intensive Outpatient 
• Intensive Outpatient 
• Medication Assisted Treatment (Methadone, 

Buprendorphine, Vivitrol) 



Alternative Treatment Options 
• 12-step programs 
• Celebrate Recovery 
• SMART Recovery  
• Exercise 
• Moderation Management 

(http://www.moderation.org/) 
• Women for Sobriety 

(http://www.womenforsobriety.org/beta2/) 
• LifeRing Secular Recovery (http://lifering.org) 
• Secular Organizations for Sobriety 

(http://www.sossobriety.org/documentary.html) 



Barriers for Treatment 

• Failure to Recognize the signs of addiction and 
mental health 

• Stigma 
• Distrust 
• Cost 
• Lack of Childcare 
• Lack of Knowledge about services 
• No Hope 
 



Ways to overcome Barriers 

• CULTURALLY COMPETENT PROVIDERS 
• FREE CONSULTATION  
• EDUCATION, EDUCATION, EDUCATION!!! 
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Questions? 
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Thank You. 
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Pastor  
Frederick LaMarr  
Family Missionary Baptist Church 



City of Columbus • Columbus Public Health 

Thank you 
for coming! 

Basics of Drug Addiction in the African American Community • 11/28/2018 
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