
FRANKLIN COUNTY, OHIO 

VIOLENCE DATA BRIEF
INTRODUCTION
Violence is a serious public health problem that can impact people in all stages of life. Violence can erode 
communities by reducing productivity, decreasing property values and disrupting social services.1

This data brief provides a snapshot of the problem through local, state and national indicators of violence. The 
City of Columbus, along with other community partners, is working to reduce violent crime in our community 
through a comprehensive neighborhood safety strategy.

IN THE U.S.
Overall, violence in the U.S. has decreased over the
past two decades.2  Despite this trend, U.S. homicide
rates still far exceed those in other high-income
countries. Annually, in the U.S., there are over 16,000
homicides and 1.6 million assaults requiring hospital
treatment.3

Suicide is the 10th leading cause of death in the U.S.5 
and the third leading cause among young people.6

Firearm-related violence is the leading cause of
homicide, suicide and premature death in the U.S.
Firearms kill more than 38,000 people and cause
nearly 85,000 injuries each year.4

Rates of violence, including self harm, vary greatly 
by sex, age and geography. In addition, violence is 
attributable to underlying risk factors, such as poverty 
and low education.3

IN OHIO
The homicide rate for Ohio (6.5 per 100,000) is consistent with the homicide rate for the U.S. (6.2 per 100,000). 
However, in the past five years, Ohio has seen a 30% increase in the annual number of homicides (see Chart 1). 
Metropolitan counties and those in the southeast and northeast part of the state tend to have higher rates of 
violent death.  Similar to the U.S., Ohio also has variations in rates of violence by sex and race. The disparity is most 
evident among men, with the rate for African-American males being 14.5 times the rate for White males.

Suicide is the 11th leading cause of death in Ohio and is the second leading cause of death among young people.7  

Like the U.S., firearms are the most common mechanism for violent deaths in Ohio. Over 70% of homicides 
involved a firearm and 50% of suicides involved a firearm.8
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Chart 1:  HOMICIDES
Age-Adjusted Death Rates
Franklin County, Ohio, U.S., 2007-2017
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IN FRANKLIN COUNTY 
SUICIDES
 � Suicide is the 11th leading cause of death.

 – The rate among males is four times higher 
than among females.

– The rate among non-Hispanic Whites is
more than two times higher than among 
non-Hispanic African-Americans.

– The highest rate of suicide is among non-
Hispanic White males. 

HOMICIDES
 � Homicide is among the top 20 causes of 

death.
 – The number of homicides has increased 

by 55% over the past four years from 97 in 
2014 to 150 in 2017.

 – Homicide rates are higher among the non-
Hispanic African-American population (see 
Chart 2), with the highest homicide rates 
seen among non-Hispanic African-American 
males.

ASSAULT-RELATED HOSPITALIZATIONS
 � From 2013 to 2015, there were over 2,600 

hospitalizations due to assaults, defined as 
injuries inflicted by one person on another.
 – The leading cause of assault was being 

struck by a blunt object, accounting for 
46% of all injury hospitalizations.

 � Males are four times more likely to be 
hospitalized due to assault than females.

 � African-Americans are three times more likely 
to be hospitalized due to assault than Whites.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
 � In 2017, there were 2,097 victims of domestic 

violence with an injury reported to Columbus 
Police.   
 – This is a 29% decrease since 2013 (see Chart 

3).
 – None of these incidents was fatal.

 � Among incidents, the highest percentage were 
committed by an individual with a non-spousal 
relationship with a child involved.

CHILD ABUSE
 � From 2016 to 2017, there were 13,580 reports 

of child abuse.
 – 42% of these reported physical abuse.
 – 9% reported sexual abuse.

The suicide rate is highest among non-Hispanic
White males.

Males are four times more likely to be
hospitalized due to assault than females.
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Chart 3: DOMESTIC VIOLENCE INCIDENTS 
Victims with Injuries
Columbus Police Reports, 2013-2017
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Chart 2: HOMICIDES 
Age-Adjusted Death Rates By Race
Franklin County, 2007-2017
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FIREARM-RELATED VIOLENCE IN FRANKLIN COUNTY
SUICIDES
 � Firearms are the leading cause of suicide, accounting for 50% of suicides.

 – The rate of firearm-related homicide deaths is highest among non-Hispanic 
White males.

HOMICIDES
 � Firearms are the leading cause of homicide, accounting for 41% of homicides.
 � The rate of firearm-related homicides is highest among non-Hispanic African-

American males.
 – The rate among non-Hispanic African-American males (48.4 per 100,000) 

is over 14 times higher than the rate for non-Hispanic White males (3.4 per 100,000).

ASSAULT-RELATED HOSPITALIZATIONS
 � Firearm-related assaults were the second leading cause of injury hospitalizations from 2013 to 2015.

 – Males were almost eight times more likely to be hospitalized due to a firearm-related assault than females.
 – African-Americans were 10 times more likely to be hospitalized due to a firearm-related assault than 

Whites.

EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT VISITS
 � Between 2015 and 2017, there were 1,906 visits to local emergency rooms for suspected gunshots.
 � The average age for these visits was 30 years old.
 � Males were almost six times more likely to visit the emergency room for a gunshot than females.

POLICE REPORTS 
 � There were 2,753 firearm-related incidents reported to Columbus Police, with 3,950 related victims from 2016 

to 2017.
 – Almost 60% of the victims were African-American compared to 39% White.
 – The majority of victims were male (69%).
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Firearms are 
the leading 
cause 
of death for 
homicides (41%) 
and suicides (50%). 
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