
City of Columbus

Department of Public Safety

Director Ned Pettus Jr., PhD.

Deputy Director George Speaks, Esq.



Department of Public Safety

Our mission is to provide quality, 

dependable safety services to the 

citizens of Columbus by maintaining safe 

neighborhoods and working 

cooperatively with citizens to minimize 

injury, death and property destruction.
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Public Safety Proposed 2019 Budget

Overall $626,029,130

A. Fire $264,143,851

B. Police $342,358,831

C. Support Services $    7,581,174

D. Director’s Office $    8,445,274

E. Misc.-Vehicles $    3,500,000 est.



Division of Police 



CALEA  
(The Commission on Accreditation for 

Law Enforcement Agencies)

The Gold Standard in Public Safety

The Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement 

Agencies, Inc. (CALEA®), was created in 1979 as a 

credentialing authority through the joint efforts of law 

enforcement’s major executive associations. The 

CALEA Accreditation program seals are reserved for 

use by those public safety agencies that have 

demonstrated compliance with CALEA Standards and 

have been awarded CALEA Accreditation by the 

Commission.



CPD Overview

• Approximately 1,900 Sworn

• Approximately 340 Civilians

• Jurisdiction in over 224 Square Miles

• 2018 Population est. over 880,000

• 25+ Facilities

• 1,000 vehicles

• 1,300 Body-worn Cameras  
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Precincts

8E 333 W. Town St…………x2570

10E 4215 Clime Rd…………..x4561
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16L 333 W. Town St……………x2570
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CWU 1371 Cleveland Ave…….x4837
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Notable Calls for Service 

Numbers in 2018

 Domestic

– Violence      17,013

– Dispute        15,602

 Auto Accidents

– Non-Injury 18,281

– Hit/Skip      11,074

– Injury          8,500

 Burglary

– Alarms          34,770

– Reports           7,523

 Att. Suicide     6,445

 Disturbances  64,389

 Susp Person   25,891



Firearms Recovered

Approximately 75% of these weapons are taken from criminal suspects. 

“Assault type” meaning high capacity or by legal definition.

FIREARMS 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Total Firearms Seized 2668 2667 2436 2452 2208 2418 2750 2628

Handguns 2166 2183 1883 1955 1875 2035 2278 2136

Assault type weapons 110 138 157 187 133 171 228 189

Reported Stolen N/R N/R 254 289 284 333 365 332



Violent Calls for Service



Violent Crime



Guiding Principles  On Use of Force

SANCTITYOFLIFE • PROPORTIONALITY • DUTYTO INTERVENE • DE-ESCALATION

OFFICER SAFETY • DISTANCE + COVER = TIME • CRISIS INTERVENTION •  

CRITICAL DECISION-MAKING MODEL• CONTAIN AND NEGOTIATE • TIME  IS 

ON OUR SIDE  • TACTICAL COMMUNICATIONS • CHALLENGING CON-

VENTIONAL THINKING• TACTICS • SCENARIO-BASED TRAINING• LESS-LETHAL 

OPTIONS  •ETHICS • AGENCY VALUES •   RENDER   FIRST AID •OFFICER  

WELLNESS •TRAINING  AS TEAMS • PERSONAL PROTECTION SHIELDS •  

SUPERVISORY RESPONSE •         SLOWING   THE  SITUATION DOWN •

TACTICAL  REPOSITIONING • COMMUNITY-POLICE TRUST • POLICE

CULTURE • SAFE  ZONE • CALL-TAKERS AND DISPATCHER•

STRANSPARENCY• ACCOUNTABILITY



Use of Force



Criminal Assaults on Officers 
(with Injuries)
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JAMES G. JACKSON COLUMBUS 

POLICE ACADEMY







Community Outreach



Community Outreach

 www.facebook.com/ColumbusPolice/timeline

 https://twitter.com/ColumbusPolice

 https://www.columbus.gov/police

 https://www.youtube.com/user/TheColumbusPolice

http://www.facebook.com/ColumbusPolice/timeline
https://twitter.com/ColumbusPolice
https://www.columbus.gov/police
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheColumbusPolice


Task Force on 21st Century Policing

Co-Chairs

Charles Ramsey, Commissioner, Philadelphia Police 

Department

Laurie Robinson, Professor, George Mason University

Members

• Cedric L. Alexander, Deputy Chief Operating Officer 

for Public Safety, DeKalb County, Georgia

• Jose Lopez, Lead Organizer, Make the Road New 

York

• Tracey L. Meares, Walton Hale Hamilton Professor of 

Law, Yale Law School

• Brittany N. Packnett, Executive Director, Teach For 

America, St. Louis, Missouri

• Susan Lee Rahr, Executive Director, Washington 

State Criminal Justice Training Commission

• Constance Rice, Co-Director, Advancement Project

• Sean Michael Smoot, Director and Chief Counsel, 

Police Benevolent & Protective Association of Illinois

• Bryan Stevenson, Founder and Executive Director, 

Equal Justice Initiative

• Roberto Villaseñor, Chief of Police, Tucson Police 

Department



Comprehensive Neighborhood 

Safety Strategy



Comprehensive Neighborhood 

Safety Strategy
 Safe Streets

 Safe Neighborhoods

 Applications for Purpose, Pride and 

Success

 Crisis Intervention

 Neighborhoods Crisis Response

 Violent Crisis Review Group

 Columbus Community Safety Advisory 

Commission and Matrix Review



Questions?


