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Project Timeline

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Project Start Shared mobility and transit: 



A Region of 3 Million by 2050

Additional Residents since 2010



Challenges for Columbus



The Daily Commute



The Daily Commute



Growth Context COTA NextGen



Focused Corridor Regional Scenario
(Corridor Concepts, 2019)



Connect Columbus Goals 



Beyond Just Moving Traffic
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Multiple Objectives



Emerging Mobility Trends & Street Uses





• Multimodal Thoroughfare Plan 

• Connect Columbus Transportation Policy Framework

• Operating Manuals

– Design Guide – Complete Streets

– TIS/Access Management

• Low Stress/Active Transportation Network

• Code Housekeeping – Multiple Departments

A Phased Approach



Policy Framework



Policy Framework



Policy Framework



Policy Framework



Policy Framework



1993 Columbus

Columbus 
Thoroughfare Plan 

1993 - Present



R/W Varies

220’

160’ 80’

100’

120’

196’

120’

60’

60’

Arterial Classifications



Arterial Classifications



East 161 as a 6-2DS Arterial



• Changing travel demands and evolving needs
• Need for multimodal design considerations
• Regular exemptions to R/W dedication
• Zoning overlays and C2P2 encouraging urban form
• Consideration of surrounding development context
• Increasing demand for curbside uses

Why Update the Thoroughfare Plan?



How the Thoroughfare Plan Works

1. Guide the CIP (R/W Acquisition, Design & Construction)

2. Private Development (R/W Dedication, Traffic Impacts/Improvements, 
Preservation of R/W for future CIP improvements)

Columbus Thoroughfare Plan R/W Dedication Triggers

Rezoning Council/BZA
Variance

Site Plan 
Review*

Subdivision Plat Special Permit

  -  

* Site Plan Review does not automatically trigger Thoroughfare Plan R/W 
dedication, but does provide alternate impact study-based mechanism to 
dedicate R/W for specific improvements



Relationship to Zoning Code and 
Development Patterns

Setback: Varies by 
district, generally ½ the 
designated R/W width of 
the street as shown on 
the Thoroughfare Plan



Land Use & Zoning Context

Urban (Parsons Ave)

Suburban (161) Urban Commercial Overlays



Urban Constraints



Incremental Improvements



Structure of the Proposed Multimodal Thoroughfare Plan

• Section 1: Redefines Streets for Moving People, not only cars

• Section 2: Corridor Map

• Section 3: Recommends Context-Sensitive Street Planning and Design 

based on NACTO, AASHTO, and other best practices

• Section 4: Exemptions, with consideration of transit, bike, and pedestrian

needs 

• Section 5: Establishes Urban and Suburban Corridor Types

• Section 6: Roadway Classification Table 

• Section 7: Repeals and replaces 1993 ORD and amendments





Phase 1: Connect Columbus Policy Framework + MMTP





After

Flexibility in Design

Before 

Urban Context



Urban Community Connector
Hudson Street Example
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Flexibility in Design – Responding to Land Use Changes
Suburban Context



Flexibility in Design – Responding to Land Use Changes
Urban Context



Questions?


