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Department Description
The Department of Education was created in 
2014 at the recommendation of the Columbus 
Education Commission.  The department works 
closely with local education agencies, high-
quality pre-kindergarten providers, local 
colleges and universities, community groups, 
businesses, and organizations devoted to 
education and workforce development. 
 
The department is instrumental in 
accomplishing the Mayor’s strategic priorities in 
the areas of Birth to Five and Education and 
Neighborhoods.  In its first six years, the 
department greatly expanded pre-kindergarten 
services in Columbus, serving 5,000 children 
since 2014.  In addition, the department is 
assisting Future Ready Columbus in the 
development of a birth to five strategic plan for Columbus and Franklin County.   
 
Programs that support Columbus neighborhoods including the Hilltop, Linden, and Weinland 
Park are being developed and advanced by the department.  A new Early Childhood Center 
being developed in the Hilltop will support approximately 240 children and their families; and 
through a partnership with Columbus City Schools, the department will again provide funding for 
approximately 100 Linden pre-kindergarten students.  The department partners every year with 
The Ohio State University on the Weinland Park Summer Success program to increase 
kindergarten readiness in that community.  Funding provided by the department will allow 96 
four- and five-year-olds to receive critical core academic competencies in math and literacy, with 
supporting physical and motor development.   
 

Division
2017

Actual
2018

Actual
2019

Budget
2020

Proposed
 General Fund 6,207,228              5,349,282              6,532,886              6,661,910              

Department Total $ 6,207,228 $ 5,349,282 $ 6,532,886 $ 6,661,910

Budget Summary

 
 

Department Mission 
To enable all Columbus children 
to succeed in its vibrant and 
growing economy and to 
develop into a highly-skilled, 
creative, entrepreneurial 
workforce that will propel 
economic growth in the 21st 
century.  The department will 
leverage the resources of the 
entire community to meet these 
goals. 
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Strategic Priorities for 2020 
Birth to Five and Education 

In 2020, the Department of Education will work to support the 
Mayor’s goals for Birth to Five and Education in Columbus. 

Through Early Start Columbus, the department will provide 
another 1,000 Columbus children the opportunity to attend a 
high-quality pre-kindergarten education, while continuing to 
examine strategies to expand the number of children served.  
As program quality is crucial in the development of children, 
the department will work to increase the quality of the 
programs in which Columbus children attend.  

Efficiency remains a priority in 2020. The department will 
supplement state half-day pre-kindergarten funds with city 
funds to create full-day slots. The department will also 
require providers to “braid” other funding sources with city 
funds. This strategy allows the department to better manage 
city funds while providing a more appropriate level of funding 
to providers.  

The department will assure that learning does not end with 
the school day for many Columbus children.  By providing 
grants to after school providers through the After School 
Grant Program, 2,200 Columbus children will have a safe 
place to continue their learning and development. 

A Birth to Five strategy is being developed by Future Ready 
Columbus and the department will continue to support its 
work.  An annual grant from the department to Future Ready 
Columbus is impactful to the organization in the development 
of its plan for the growth and success of Columbus children.  
The department and Future Ready Columbus collaborate 
and support each other on many projects including Future 
Ready Columbus’ work to register Columbus providers in 
Step Up To Quality. This partnership allows both entities to 
advance their missions efficiently and collaboratively.    

The department will collaborate with community partners, 
including Columbus City Schools, Columbus State 
Community College, Future Ready Columbus, Action For 
Children, the OSU Crane Center for Early Childhood 
Research and Policy, and Franklin County Department of 
Job and Family Services to advance the Mayor’s goals. 

 

Neighborhoods 

Work to improve the quality of education 
and increase the number of children 
prepared to succeed in America’s 
Opportunity City. 

Braid city funds with other available 
funding sources, and require that they be 
applied as “last dollar funding” for most 
effective and efficient funding so that the 
department will be able to serve more 
children with the same level of funding. 

Utilize a network of additional partners to 
add to the capacity of the work it 
performs.  

Collaborate with partners to share data 
and information communications systems 
to get out our message, material, and 
personnel support. Partners include 
Columbus City Schools, Columbus State 
Community College, Action For Children, 
and Franklin County Department of Job 
and Family Services. 
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2020 BUDGET NOTES 
As one of the Mayor’s seven strategic priorities (Birth to Five and Education), the Department of 
Education’s budget of $6.7 million includes funding for four full-time regular employees.  In 
addition: 

• A total of $5,629,325 is allocated for the Early Start Columbus Initiative.  This 
community-wide effort’s focus is preparing four-year-old children for kindergarten by 
expanding access to high-quality pre-kindergarten opportunities and by working with 
local providers to improve the quality of early childhood educational programming.  This 
year’s proposed appropriation is targeted to serve 1,000 children. 

• The department’s Early Start budget includes $400,000 in support of Future Ready 
Columbus, the public-private partnership established to develop a birth to five strategic 
plan for Columbus and Franklin County.   

• The After-School Grants program is funded at continuation levels with amounts 
budgeted to help support a variety of recreational and educational activities in safe 
places throughout the community for 2,200 of the city’s children to utilize after the school 
bell rings. 
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PERFORMANCE MEASURES 
 

 

Early Start Columbus 
is the Department of 
Education's program 
that expands the 
number of pre-
kindergarten slots 
available to 
Columbus children 
and increases the 
quality of the 
programs in which 
Columbus children 
attend. This 
expansion is aligned 
with the Mayor’s goal 
of universal access to 
a high-quality pre-
kindergarten 
education for every 4-
year old in Columbus. 

 

 

The After School 
Grant Program is the 
Department of 
Education's program 
to provide a safe 
environment for 
children to learn after 
the school day ends.  
The department 
provides mini-grants 
to after school 
providers to assist 
them in their effort. 
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Division
2017

Actual
2018

Actual
2019

Budget
2019

Projected
2020

Proposed
Education
     General Fund

Personnel $ 469,933 $ 526,971 $ 539,442 $ 479,930 $ 541,897
Materials & Supplies 6,000 10,565 7,500 1,155 7,500

Services 5,731,296 4,811,746 5,985,944 6,042,756 6,112,513
General Fund Subtotal 6,207,228 5,349,282 6,532,886 6,523,841 6,661,910

Department Total $ 6,207,228 $ 5,349,282 $ 6,532,886 $ 6,523,841 $ 6,661,910

Financial Summary by Area of Expense

 
 

Fund

FT PT FT PT FT PT FT PT
General Fund

Education 4 0 4 0 4 0 4 0

Total 4 0 4 0 4 0 4 0

Department Personnel Summary
2017

Actual
2018

Actual
2019

Budget
2020

Proposed

 
 

Program
2019

Budgeted
2019
FTEs

2020
Proposed

2020
FTEs

Administration $ 575,937 4 $ 638,195 4
Early Start 5,565,960 0 5,629,325 0
After-school Grants 389,819 0 389,819 0
Internal Services 1,170 0 4,571 0

Department Total $ 6,532,886 4 $ 6,661,910 4

Operating Budget by Program
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2020 
PROGRAM 

GUIDE 

ADMINISTRATION 

 
To increase the overall educational attainment 
in the City of Columbus and to support the 
recommendations of the Columbus Education 
Commission. 

EARLY START 
To achieve the Mayor’s vision of universal 
access to pre-kindergarten services for all four-
year-olds in Columbus. 

AFTER-SCHOOL GRANTS 
To provide safe after-school environments for 
Columbus kids to continue their education at 
the end of the school day. 

INTERNAL SERVICES 
To account for the internal service charges of 
the department necessary to maintain 
operations. 
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