
STAFF REPORT    
GRAPHICS COMMISSION      
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO      
MAY 19, 2020 
 
01. Application No.: GC19-056 
 Location:  118 GRACELAND BLVD. (43214), located on the west side of North High 

Street, approximately 660 feet south of Fenway Road, (010-110286, 
Clintonville Area Commission). 

 Existing Zoning: CPD, Commercial Planned Development District 
 Request:  Special Permit & Variance(s) to Section(s): 
    3375.12(B)(4), Graphics requiring graphics commission approval. 

To grant a special permit for off-premises signage. 
    3377.11(A), Tenant panels and changeable copy. 

To increase the number of tenant panels from 4 to 7. 
    3377.11(C), Tenant panels and changeable copy. 

To increase the portion of a ground sign utilized to display tenant 
panels from 50 percent of the total graphic area to 100 percent. 

3372.706(B), Graphics. 
To allow an off-premises sign in the CCO. 

3372.706(C)(2), Graphics. 
To allow a pylon sign in the CCO. 

3372.706(C)(5), Graphics. 
To increase the height of a ground sign from 6 feet to 17 feet 11 
inches. 

 Proposal:  To install a new ground sign for exisiting commercial businesses and for a 
residential development. 

 Applicant(s):  Graceland Retail 2017, LLC 
    250 Civic Center Drive, Suite 500 
    Columbus, Ohio 43215 
 Property Owner(s): Applicant 
 Attorney/Agent: Signcom, Inc.; c/o Bruce Sommerfelt 
    527 West Rich Street 
    Columbus, Ohio 43215 
 Planner:  Jamie Freise, (614) 645-7973, JFFreise@Columbus.gov 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

 The 27.28-acre site is developed with most of Graceland Shopping Center. The site includes 
various commercial buildings, including retail, restaurant, an art venue, a grocery store, and 
associated parking. On the parcel is an existing 19' tall ground sign on N. High St. that includes 
off-premise tenant panels, which were not approved. Surrounding uses include a retirement 
community, condominiums, single-unit dwellings, retail, banking, restaurant, and shopping center 
to the north; a public parking, vacant commercial land, and a fitness center to the west; single -unit 
dwellings, a manufactured home park, and a department store to the south; and banking and a 
shopping center to the east. 

      

 The applicant proposes to legitimize and expand the multi-tenant ground sign to include more 
tenant panels, and to enlarge the top cap. The special permit is to allow off-premise signage. 
Variances are to allow off-premise graphics in the CCO, to allow a pylon sign in the CCO, to 
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increase the number of tenant panels from 4 to 7, to increase the height from 6 feet to 21 feet, 
and to increase the portion of graphic area devoted to tenant panels from 50% to 80%.  

 
 CC 3375.12(B)(4), Graphics requiring graphics commission approval. A special permit, required 

by this Graphics Code, in accordance with the provisions of C.C. 3382.06, shall be required for 
the following: An off-premises sign as required by C.C. 3378.01(D). 
CC 3377.11(A), Tenant panels and changeable copy. No more than four tenant panels shall be 
utilized and each tenant panel shall identify no more than one tenant.  
CC 3377.11(C), Tenant panels and changeable copy. The portion of such ground sign utilized to 
display tenant panels and changeable copy shall be no more than 50 percent of the total graphic 
area of the sign. 
CC 3372.706(B), Graphics. In addition to signs prohibited in Chapter 3375, the following types of 
signs are not permitted: off-premises signs, billboards, signs with flashing lights or bare bulbs, 
rotating signs, pole signs, automatic changeable copy signs, bench signs, and roof signs.  
CC 3372.706(C)(2), Graphics. Only a monument type ground sign is permitted. 
CC 3372.706(C)(5), Graphics. The height of a ground sign shall not exceed six feet above grade.  

 

 The Clintonville Area Commission recommends approval of this request.  
 
 

CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:  APPROVAL    
 
SUMMARY OF POSITION AND OUTSTANDING ISSUES, IF ANY:  Staff can recommend approval as 
the proposal will bring an existing non-conforming ground sign more into compliance with the Community 
Commercial Overlay.   
 
CONDITION(S) RECOMMENDED: The Special Permit for off-premises signage will be for entites 
that have access from Graceland Boulevard. 
 
 
SUBJECT TO COMPLIANCE WITH ALL CITY CODES. 
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