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ANDREW J. GINTHER, MAYOR .
Scott Messer, Director

757 Carolyn Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43224-3218

DECKS

PERMIT FEE(S)

SEE FEE SCHEDULE

PLAN REQUIRED

Two (2) Sets
SITE PLANS

Two (2) sets required that include:

1. Property lines
2. Set back lines
3. Residence outline, garage and all out-buildings in proper locations. All dimensions must be included.

BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATION

Completed (acquired at BSD Information Counter)

HOMEOWNER’S PERMIT AFFIDAVIT

Attached to Building Permit Application. If homeowner is not doing the construction, a licensed
contractor is required.

FOUNDATION PLAN (figures 1 and 2)

Plan view: Standard (see figure 1), Floating (see figure 2)
All dimensions locating post holes must be shown.

FOOTER PL AN (figures 3 and 4)

Items that must be shown:

Footers for decks not exceeding 72 inches in height (see figure 3)

1. Hole diameter to be 12 inches throughout.

2. Minimum depth of hole must be 32 inches.

3. 8 inches of concrete placed in bottom of hole.

4. Backfill around 4X4 posts with either compacted earth or poured concrete.

Footers for decks exceeding 72 inches in height (see figure 4)

1. Hole diameter to be 18 inches throughout.

2. Minimum depth of hole must be 42 inches.

3. 8 inches of concrete placed in bottom of hole. 6 X6 post MUST be set in concrete with a 12 inch
number 4 rebar penetrating the post 6 inches above the 8 inch foundation. Wind bracing may be
required by plans examiner.
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FRAMING PLAN (figures 5 and 6)

Items that must be shown:
Plan View (see figure 5)

1. All beams sized with spacing dimensions shown.
2. All joists sized with direction of joists and spacing dimensions shown.

Elevation View — height of deck measured from finish grade to deck floor must be shown. (see figure
6) AC units are not permitted to be installed directly on top of decking.

CONNECTIONS (figures 7, 8 and 9)

Items that must be shown:

1. Rim joist of deck to rim joist of residence.
2. Beams to posts.
3. Joist to beams.

GUARD RAILS (figures 6 and 10)

Elevation view must show:

1. 36 inches minimum height.

2. Guardrail constructed to prevent a 4 inch sphere from passing through.

3. A baluster other than a traditional vertical pattern must meet all building requirements and be
approved by a plans examiner. A guard rail is not required if the deck height is less than 30
inches from finish grade.

SKIRTING

Where skirting is used, it shall be done in such a manner so as to be not more than 70% opaque
(closed). Skirting which is more than 70% opaque must be held 18” above grade or be installed in
conjunction with a rat wall meeting the requirements of Columbus Building Code (CBC) section
4123.49. Reference (CBC) section 4525.10.

HAND RAILS (figure 11)

Items that must be shown:

1. Location of stairs (use figure 5)

2. Indicate rise and run of stairs showing material sizes.

3. Show handrail attached stairs. Handrails shall provide graspability. Handrails with a circular
cross section must have an outside diameter of at least 1 ¥4 inches and not greater than 2 inches.
Handrails with a perimeter greater than 6 ¥4 inches must provide a graspable finger recess area
on both sides of the profile.
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Joist and beam sizes are based on a 40 psf LIVE LOAD using pressure treated lumber.

JOIST SPACING MAXIMUM CLEAR SPAN

2 X6 @ 16” on center 9'-5”

2X6 @ 24" on center 7-10"
2Xx8 @ 16” on center 12’-5”
2 X8 @ 24” on center 10’-2”
2x10 @ 16” on center 15’-10”
2x10 @ 24” on center 13’-1”

2x12 @ 16” on center 18’-10”
2 X 12 @ 24" on center 15’-5”

INSPECTIONS REQUIRED

Most decks can be installed and approved with only two inspections a footing inspection and a final inspection.
In some cases a third inspection maybe required.

1. Footing — After all post holes are excavated with all loose debris and water cleaned out but before
concrete is placed.

2. Final — After all work is completed including stairs, handrails and guardrails. For decks less than 36
inches in height (measured from the bottom of the lowest floor joist to finish grade), the decking boards
must be left off at the beam and ledger board to expose the fasteners, beam and joist sizes and flashing
at the ledger board.

For decks where the decking boards cannot be left off at the final inspection, a
separate framing inspection before the decking boards are installed with payment of an
additional inspection trip is required.

The homeowner or contractor is not required to accompany the inspector during his/her inspection. However,
it is the responsibility of the contractor to notify the homeowner of the inspection date in order to allow free
access to the property, i.e., unlocked gates, no pets in yard, etc.

The building permit and drawings must be on site and available for the inspector. If the homeowner or
contractor cannot be available for the inspection, the permit and approved drawings must be left in a
waterproof bag or container clearly marked “building permit” and left in a visible location.



DECK - ILLUSTRATED

FIGURE 1: FOUNDATION PLAN - STANDARD
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FIGURE 2: FOUNDATION PLAN - FLOATING
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If you have any questions , please call: (614) 645-6371 Incomplete information may result in rejection of submittal. #B-33c
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DECK - ILLUSTRATED

FIGURE 5: FRAMING PLAN RESIDENCE
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FIGURE 6: FRAMING ELEVATION RESIDENCE
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FIGURE 7: DECK TO SIDED WALL
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If you have any questions , please call: (614) 645-6371 Incomplete information may result in rejection of submittal. #B-33cC 11/09



DECKS - ILLUSTRATED

FIGURE 10: DECK RAILING
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FIGURE 9: FLOATING DECK
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FIGURE 11: STAIR DETAILS

The allowable Rise and Run are:

x Rise 8.25 inches maximum
RISE Run 9 inches minimum
)
if you have any questions , please call: (614) 645-6371 Incompiete information may result in rejection of submittal, #B-33¢  11/09
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