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O'Shaughnessy

Common Name Scientific Name Sunlight Soil Moisture Height Bloom Color Bloom time

Trees
Deciduous
Boxelder Acer negundo F, P, S Various Soils Moist, Dry 35' - 50' Yellow, Green, Brown March - April
Red Maple Acer rubrum F, P, S Various Soils Wet, Moist 50' - 100' Red March - April
Silver Maple Acer saccharinum F, P, S Fertile Soils Moist, Wet 75' - 100' White, Red, Yellow March - April
Sugar Maple Acer saccharum F, P, S Well Drained Soils Moist, Dry 60' - 75' Yellow, Green, Brown April
Ohio Buckeye Aesculus glabra F, P Acidic Soils Moist 50' - 75' Yellow, Green, Brown March - May
Serviceberry Amelanchier arborea F, P, S Acidic Soils Moist 35' White April
Paw Paw Asimina triloba F, P, S Sand, Clay, Loam Moist 40' White, Red, Yellow, Purple April - May
Bitternut Hickory Carya cordiformis F, P, S Fertile Soils Moist 50' - 100' Yellow, Green, Brown April
Shagbark Hickory Carya ovata F, P, S Sand, Clay, Loam Dry, Moist 60' - 80' Green, Brown March - June
Mockernut Hickory Carya tomentosa F, P Sand, Clay, Loam Dry, Moist 60' Yellow, Green April - May
Ironwood Carpinus caroliniana P, S Sand, Clay, Loam Moist 35' - 50' Red, Green, Brown March - May
Hackberry Celtis occidentalis F, P, S Fertile Soils Dry, Moist 60' - 100' Green, Brown April
Eastern Redbud Cercis canadensis P, S Fertile Soils Moist 20' - 35' Pink March - May
Flowering Dogwood Cornus florida P, S Acidic, Sand, Loam Dry, Moist 15' - 30' White, Pink March - Oct
American Beech Fagus grandifolia P, S Sand, Loam Moist 50' - 80' Yellow, Green, Brown April - May
Honey Locust Gleditsia triacanthos P Loam, Clay Moist 30' - 75' Yellow May - June
Black Walnut Juglans nigra F, P Fertile Soils, Loam Moist 50' - 75' Yellow, Green, Brown April - May
Tulip Liriodendron tulipifera F, P, S Fertile Soils Moist 100'+ Yellow, Green, Brown April - June
Eastern Hophornbeam Ostrya virginiana F, P, S Fertile Soils Dry, Moist 30' - 50' White, Yellow, Green, Brown April
Sycamore Planatus occidentalis F, P, S Sandy Loam, Silty Clay Moist 75' - 100' Red, Yellow, Green, Brown March - April
Cottonwood Populus deltoides F, P, S Sand, Clay, Loam Dry, Moist, Wet 80' - 100' Yellow March - April
Black Cherry Prunus serotina F, P, S Well Drained Soils Dry, Moist 75' - 100' White March - June
Common Chokecherry Prunus virginiana F, P, S Sand, Clay, Loam Dry, Moist 20' - 30' White April - July
White Oak Quercus alba F, P, S Sand, Clay, Loam Moist, Dry 75' - 100' Red, Yellow, Green, Brown March - May
Swamp White Oak Quercus bicolor F, P, S Loam, Clay Wet, Moist 50' - 70' Red, Yellow, Green March - May
Chinquapin Oak Quercus muehlenbergii F, P Rocky, Sand Dry 75' - 100' Yellow, Green, Brown March - May
Pin Oak Quercus palustris F, P, S Loam, Clay Wet, Moist 50' - 90' Yellow, Green, Brown March - May
Red Oak Quercus rubra F, P, S Well Drained Soil, Loam Moist, Dry 70' - 90' Yellow, Green, Brown March - May
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Staghorn Sumac Rhus typhina F, P, S Rocky Soils Dry 15' - 30' Red, Yellow, Green June - July
Black Willow Salix nigra F, P, S Sand, Clay, Loam Wet, Moist 50' Yellow April - May
American Basswood Tilia Americana F, P, S Well Drained Soil, Loam Dry, Moist 60' - 80' Yellow April - July
American Elm Ulmus americana F, P Sand, Clay, Loam Moist 60' - 80' Red, Green March - April
Slippery Elm Ulmus rubra F, P Fertile Soils Moist 40' - 60' Red, Yellow, Green, Brown March - April
Blackhaw Viburnum prunifolium P, S Well Drained Soils Moist 15' - 20' White April - May

Evergreen
Eastern Red Cedar Juniperus virginiana F, P, S Clay, Sand Moist, Dry 20' Green, Purple, Brown March - May
Northern White Cedar Thuja occidentalis F, P, S Well Drained Soils Moist, Dry 30' - 40' Yellow, Green, Brown April

Shrubs
Buttonbush Cephalanthus occidentalis F, P Sand, Loam, Clay Wet, Moist 12' White June - Aug
Silky Dogwood Cornus amomum F, P Sand, Loam, Clay Wet, Moist 3' - 10' White May - July
Eastern Wahoo Euonymus atropurpureus P, S Fertile Soils Moist 5' - 20' Pink, Red seed pods August - Oct
Spicebush Lindera benzoin F, P, S Fertile Soils Moist 15' Yellow April - May
Fragrant Sumac Rhus aromatica F, P, S Sand, Loam, Clay, Rocky Dry, Moist 6' - 12' Yellow April - June
Swamp Rose Rosa palustris F, P, S Fertile Soils Moist, Wet 6' - 8' Pink Flowers May - June
Pussy Willow Salix discolor F Various Soils Moist 15' - 20' White, Green, Brown March
Heart-leaved Willow Salix eriocephala F Sandy Soils Moist, Wet 15' - 20' Green, Brown March  
Sandbar Willow Salix exigua F, P Sand, Sandy Gravel Wet, Moist 7' - 20' White March - April
Shining Willow Salix lucida F, P, S Clay, Loam Wet, Moist 12' - 20' Yellow April - May
Elderberry Sambucus canadesis P Fertile Soils Moist, Wet 6' - 12' White May - June
Bladdernut Staphylea trifolia S Sand, Silty Loam Wet, Moist 8' - 15' Brown bladders Sept - Nov
Mapleleaf Viburnum Viburnum acerifolium F, P, S Sand, Loam, Clay Dry, Moist 4' - 6' White April - August
Arrowwood Viburnum dentatum F, P Sand, Loam Wet, Moist, Dry 5' - 9' White May - June

Vines and Ferns
Virgin's Bower Clematis virginiana P, S Sand, Loam, Clay Wet, Moist 6' - 9' White July - Sept
Sensitive Fern Onoclea sensibilis P, S Sand, Sandy Loam Wet, Moist 1' - 3' Green June - Nov
Virginia Creeper Parthenocissus quinquefolia F, P, S Sand, Loam, Clay Moist 3' - 40' Green, White May - June
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Grasses
Autumn Bentgrass Agrostis perennans P Clay, Loam Wet 1' - 3' Green July
Big Bluestem Andropogon gerardi F, P Sand, Clay, Loam Moist 4' - 8' Red, Blue, Brown August - Nov
Barnyard Grass Echinochloa muricata F, P Loam, Silty Moist, Wet 1' - 3' Yellow, Green July - Sept
Riverbank Wild Rye Elymus riparius P, S Sand, Clay, Loam Moist 4' Yellow July
Virginia Wild Rye Elymus virginicus P Sand, Clay, Loam Moist 2' - 4' Yellow March - May
Purple Lovegrass Eragrostis spectabilis F Sandy Soils Moist 1' - 3' Red, Purple August - Oct
Sheep Fescue Festuca ovina F, P Rocky, Clay Dry, Moist 1' - 3' Yellow, Green July - Sept
Fowl Manna Grass Glyceria striata F, P Fertile Soils Moist, Wet 2' - 3' Green June - August
Rice Cut Grass Leersia oryzoides P Various Soils Wet, Standing 2' - 5' Green June - Oct
Nimble Will Muhlenbergia schreberi P, S Fertile Soils Moist 1' - 3' Green July - Sept
Rough Bluegrass Poa trivialis F, P, S Well Drained Soils Moist 1' - 2' Green June - August
Little Bluestem Schizachyrium scoparium F, P Sand, Clay, Loam Dry, Moist 2' - 5' White, Green, Blue June - Dec
Indian Grass Sorghastrum nutans F, P, S Clay, Loam Dry, Moist 3' - 8' Yellow August - Oct
Purple Top Tridens flavus P Sand, Clay, Loam Dry 2' - 7' Purple August - Nov

Sedges, Rushes and Horsetails
Yellow Fox Sedge Carex annectans F, P Loam, Clay Moist, Wet 1' - 3' Yellow, Green April - June
Bracted Oak Sedge Carex cephalophora F, P, S Loam, Rock, Sand Moist, Wet 1' - 2' Green May - June
Crested Oval Sedge Carex cristatella F, P Loam, Silt Moist, Wet 1' - 3' Green May - July 
Awned Graceful Sedge Carex davisii F, P, S Clay, Silt, Sand Wet 1' - 3' Green, Brown May - June
Riverbank Sedge Carex emoryi F, P Clay, Loam, Sand Wet 2' - 3' White, green bristly seed head May - August
Graceful Sedge Carex gracillima P, S Sand, Loam Moist 1' - 3' Green, drooping seed heads April - July
Pale Sedge Carex granularis F, P, S Clay, Loam Dry, Moist 1' - 2' Green tufts April - July
Common Burr Sedge Carex grayi P Clay, Silt, Sand Wet 1' - 3' Green, star shaped spikelets May - August
Bladder Star Sedge Carex intumescens P, S Clay, Silt, Sand Wet 1' - 3' White April - June
Common Lake Sedge Carex lacustris F, P, S Clay, Silt, Sand Wet, Standing 1' - 4' Brown seed capsules high on the stem May - July
Common Oak Sedge Carex pensylvanica F, P, S Loam, Clay, Silt Dry, Moist 1' - 2' Green, Brown seed heads May - July
Curly-styled Wood Sedge Carex rosea P, S Sand, Loam Dry, Moist 1' - 2' Green April - May
Short's Sedge Carex shortiana F, P, S Loam, Silt Wet 1' - 3' Brown May - July
Rough-clustered Sedge Carex sparganoides P, S Clay, Silt, Sand Wet 1' - 2' Green April - May
Common Tussock Sedge Carex stricta F Clay, Silt, Sand Wet, Standing 1' - 3' Green, Brown seed heads May - June
Awl-fruited Sedge Carex tribuloides F Clay, Silt, Sand Wet, Standing 2' - 3' Green, Brown tufts April
Blunt Spike Rush Eleocharis obtusa F Sand, Gravel, Clay Moist, Wet 1' - 2' Circular flower with no petals June - Nov
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Tall Scouring Rush Equisetum hyemale F, P, S Clay, Silt, Sand Moist, Wet 1' - 3' Green, yellow bulbs March - Nov
Path Rush Juncus tenuis F, P Loam, Silt, Sand Dry, Moist 1' - 3' Green April - May
Dark Green Rush Scirpus atrovirens F Sand, Loam, Silt Wet 2' - 4' Green, Brown May - August 
Wool Grass Scirpus cyperinus F Clay, Silt, Sand Wet, Standing 3' - 6' Green, Brown June - Sept
Chairmakers Rush Scirpus pungens F, P Clay, Silt, Sand Wet 2' - 4' Red, Brown June - Oct
Great Bulrush Scripus validus F Loam, Silt, Sand Wet, Standing 3' - 8' Red April - May

Flowers
Yarrow Achillea millefolium F, P Various Soils Dry 1' - 3' White flower clusters April - Sept
White Baneberry Doll's Eye Actea pachypoda P, S Various Soils Moist, Wet 1' - 3' White flower clusters, white fruit April - June
Slender False Foxglove Agalinis tenuifolia F, P Silt, Sand Moist, Dry 1' - 2' Pink, violet flowers August - Oct
Small-flowered Agrimony Agrimonia parviflora F, P Loam, Sand, Gravel Moist 2' - 5' Yellow flowers August - Sept
Wild Onion Allium canadense F, P Various Soils Moist 1' White, pink flower bulb May - July
Nodding Onion Allium cernuum F Sand, Loam, Clay Moist 1' - 2' White, pink flower clusters June - August
Wild Leek Allium tricoccum S Fertile Soils Moist 1' White flower bulb May - July
Thimbleweed Anemone virginiana F, P Fertile Soils Dry, Moist 2' - 3' White flower, yellow center May - July
Spreading Dogbane Apocynum androsaemifolium F, P, S Sand, Gravel Dry 2' - 5' Pink, white flower clusters June - August
Indian Hemp Apocynum cannabinum P Fertile Soils Moist 3' - 4' White flower clusters May - August
Columbine Aquilegia canadensis P, S Sand, Loam Dry, Moist 1' - 2' Red, pink and yellow flowers March - July
Jack-in-the-pulpit Arisaema triphyllum F, P Fertile Soils Moist, Wet 1' - 3' Red fruit clusters March - June
Wild Ginger Asarum canadense P, S Fertile Soils Moist 1' Small red, purple flower April - June
Common Milkweed Asclepias syriaca F Sand, Clay, Loam Moist 3' - 5' White, purple spheres June - August
Panicled Aster Aster lanceolatus F, P Loam, Clay, Gravel Moist 1' - 3' White flower, yellow center July - Sept
Side-flowering Aster Aster lateriflorus P, S Clay, Loam Moist 1' - 3' White flower clusters July - Oct
New England Aster Aster nova-angliae P Sand, Loam, Clay Moist 3' - 6' Purple flower clusters August - Oct
Arrow-leaved Aster Aster sagittifolius F, P, S Sand, Loam Dry, Moist 1' - 3' Pale blue to white flower August- Oct
Short's Aster Aster shortii P, S Sand, Loam Moist 1' - 3' Purple flower clusters Sept - Oct
Tall Bellflower Campanula americana P, S Fertile Soils Moist 3' - 4' Blue, purple flowers June - August
Common Wood Reed Cinna arundinacea P Loam, Fertile Soils Dry 3' - 5' Green Tufts June - August
Dutchman's Breeches Dicentra cucullaria P, S Fertile Soils Moist 1' White Flowers April - June
Purple Coneflower Echinacea purpurea F, P Sand, Loam Dry 2' - 5' Bright pink, purple flowers April - Sept
Spotted Joe Pye Weed Eupatorium maculatum F, P Fertile Soils Moist, Wet 3' - 6' Pink, purple flower clusters August - Oct
Boneset Eupatorium perfoliatum F, P, S Fertile Soils Moist, Wet 3' - 6' White flower clusters June - Oct
Purple Joe Pye Weed Eupatorium purpureum F, P, S Fertile Soils Moist, Dry 2' - 6' Pink, purple flower clusters July - Sept
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White Snakeroot Eupatorium rugosum P, S Fertile Soils Moist 3' - 4' White flower clusters August - Oct
Common Grass-leaved Goldenrod Euthamia graminifolia F Average Soils Moist 1' - 4' Yellow flower clusters July - Sept
Wild Geranium Geranium maculatum P, S Fertile Soils Moist 1' - 3' White, pink, purple flowers March - July
White Avens Geum canadense P, S Sand, Loam, Clay Moist 1' - 3' Small white flowers April - June
False Sunflower Heliopsis helianthoides F Sandy Soils Moist 3' - 5' Large yellow flowers June - Sept
Virginia Waterleaf Hydrophyllum virginitum F, P, S Fertile Soils Moist 1' White and purple flowers May - June
Spotted Jewelweed Impatiens capensis S Clay, Loam, Sand Moist, Wet 2' - 5' Orange, yellow flowers July - Oct
Pale Jewelweed Impatiens palida P Loam, Silt Moist, Wet 3' - 6' Medium size yellow flowers June - August
Twinleaf Jeffersonia diphylla P, S Fertile Soils Moist 1' - 2' White flowers April - May
Virginia Bluebells Mertensia virginica P, S Sand, Loam, Clay Moist 1' - 2' Pink, blue, purple flowers March - June
Wild Bergamot Monarda fistulosa F, P Various Soils Dry, Moist 2' - 5' Pink, purple flowers May - Sept
Foxglove Beardtongue Penstemon digitalis F, P Loam, Sand Dry, Moist, Wet 2' - 5' White flower clusters May - July
Wild Blue Phlox Phlox divaricata P, S Sand, Loam, Clay Moist 1' - 2' White, pink, purple flower clusters March - May
May Apple Podophyllum peltatum P, S Sand, Loam Moist 1' - 2' Large white flower, yellow center March - May
Pinkweed Polgonum pensylvanicum F Various Soils Moist 1' - 3' Pink flower clusters March - May
Smooth Solomon's Seal Polygonatum biflorum P, S Sand, Sandy Loam, Clay Dry, Moist 1' - 5' White flowers, small black fruit March - June
Prairie Coneflower Ratibida pinnata F, P Sand, Loam, Clay Dry, Moist 2' - 4' Yellow flowers June - August
Black-eyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta F, P, S Sand, Clay Dry, Moist 1' - 2' Yellow flower, dark center June - Oct
Greenheaded Coneflower Rudbeckia laciniata F, P, S Sand, Loam, Clay Moist, Wet 2' - 4' Yellow flowers July - Oct
Bloodroot Sanguinaria canadensis P, S Fertile Soils Moist, Wet 1' - 2' White flower, yellow center March - April
Late Figwort Scrophularia marilandica P, S Loam Moist 3' - 8' Gree, red flower clusters June - Oct
Golden Ragwort Senecio aureus F, P, S Fertile Soils Moist, Wet 1' - 2' Yellow flower clusters March - August
Round-leaf Ragwort Senecio obovatus P, S Loam, Clay Moist 1' - 2' Yellow flower clusters April - June
Starry Campion Silene stellata P Fertile Soils Moist 2' - 3' White, green flowers May - August
Blue-eyed Grass Sisyrinchium angustifolium F, P Poor/Average Soils Moist, Wet 1' - 2' Blue flower, yellow center March - July
False Solomon's Seal Smilacina racemosa F, P, S Sand, Loam, Clay Dry, Moist 1' - 3' White flower clusters April - June
Blue-stemmed Goldenrod Solidago caesia F, P Loam, Clay Dry 1' - 3' Yellow flower August - Oct
Canada Goldenrod Solidago canadensis F, P Sand, Loam, Clay Dry, Moist 3' - 5' Yellow flower clusters Sept - Nov
Zigzag Goldenrod Solidago flexicaulis F, P, S Various Soils Moist 2' - 4' Yellow flower clusters July - Oct
Elm-leaved Goldenrod Solidago ulmifolia F Rocky Soils Dry 2' - 4' Yellow flower clusters August - Oct
Purple Meadow Rue Thalictrum dasycarpum P Sand, Loam Moist, Wet 2' - 6' White, purple flower clusters March - July
Early Meadow Rue Thalictrum dioicum P Fertile Soils Moist 1' - 3' White hanging flowers April - May
Large-flowered Trillium Trillium grandiflorum F, P, S Sandy Loam Moist 1' - 2' Large white flower May - June
Sessile Trillium Trillium sessile S Sand, Sandy Loam Moist 1' Red flower April
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Large-flowered Bellwort Uvularia grandiflora P, S Fertile Soils Moist 1' - 2' Yellow hanging flowers May
White Vervain Verbena urticifolia P Loamy Soils Moist 3' - 6' White flowers June - Oct
Tall Ironweed Vernonia gigantea F, P, S Various Soils Moist 3' - 7' Bright purple flower clusters August - Oct

Moist Areas
Common Water Plantain Alisma subcordatum F Clay, Loam Moist, Wet 1' - 3' Small white flowers June - Oct
Great Angelica Angelica atropurpurea F, P Loam, Sand Wet, Moist 3' - 8' Green, yellow flower clusters May - June
Swamp Milkweed Asclepias incarnata F, P Sand, Loam, Clay Moist, Wet 2' - 4' Pink, purple flower clusters June - Oct
Nodding Beggarticks Bidens cernua P Clay, Loam, Sand Moist 1' - 3' Yellow flowers August - Oct
Common Beggarticks Bidens frondosa F, P Fertile Soils Moist 1' - 3' Yellow flowers July - August
Marsh Marigold Caltha palustris P, S Fertile Soils Moist, Wet 1' - 2' Yellow flowers April - May
Wild Hyacinth Camassia scilloides P, S Sand, Loam, Clay Moist 1' - 2' White, blue, purple flower clusters March - June
Cinnamon Willow Herb Epilobium coloratum F, P Loam, Sand Moist, Wet 1' - 4' Pink, white flowers June - August
Mistflower Eupatorium coelestinum F, P Loam, Sand, Clay Moist 1' - 3' Blue, purple flower clusters July - Nov
Joe Pye Weed Eupatorium fistulosum F, P Sand, Loam, Clay Moist, Wet 3' - 7' Large pink, purple flower head July - Sept
Sneezeweed Helenium autumnale F Clay Moist 2' - 5' Yellow flowers July - Oct
Smooth Rose Mallow Hibiscus laevis F, P Sand, Loam, Clay Moist, Wet 4' - 6' White flower, pink center May - Nov
Blue Flag Iris Iris shrevei F, P Sand, Loam Wet 1' - 3' Purple flowers May
Water Willow Justicia americana F, P Sand, Loam, Clay Moist, Wet 1' - 3' White, pink flowers  April - Oct
Cardinal Flower Lobelia cardinalis F, P, S Loam, Sand, Clay Moist, Wet 3' - 6' Red flowers May - Oct
Indian Tobacco Lobelia inflata F, P, S Clay, Loam Moist, Wet 2' - 3' Blue, purple flower clusters June - Oct
Great Blue Lobelia Lobelia siphilitica F, P, S Clay, Loam, Sand Moist, Wet 2' - 3' Blue, purple flowers July - Oct
Common Water Horehound Lycopus americanus F, P, S Loam, Silt, Clay Moist, Wet 1' - 3' Small white flowers June - Sept
Fringed Loostrife Lysimachia ciliata P, S Fertile Soils Moist, Wet 1' - 2' Yellow flowers June - Sept
Wild Mint Mentha arvensis P Sand, Loam, Clay Moist, Wet 1' - 2' White, purple flower clusters July - Sept
Monkeyflower Mimulus ringens F, P Loamy Soils Moist, Wet 1' - 3' Pink, purple flowers June - Sept
Glade Mallow Napaea dioica P Clay, Silt, Sand Wet 3' - 6' White flower clusters June - August
Ditch Stonecrop Penthorum sedoides F, P Clay, Silt Wet, Moist 1' - 2' Yellow, green, red flower clusters July - Oct
Obedient Plant Physostegia virginiana F, P, S Fertile Soils Moist 3' - 4' Pink, purple flowers on spike stalk August - Nov
Water Knotweed Polygonum amphibium F Fertile Soils Wet, Standing 1' Yellow, pink flower clusters June - Sept
Nodding Smartweed Polygonum lapathifolium F, P Fertile Soils Moist, Wet 3' - 6' White, pink flowers on spike stalk July - Oct
Great Water Dock Rumex orbiculatus F, P Clay, Silt, Sand Wet, Moist 3' - 5' Green flower cluster, turning brown April - August
Swamp Dock Rumex verticillatus F, P Fertile Soils Wet 3' - 5' Yellow, white flowers May - June
Lizard's Tail Saururus cernuus P, S Fertile Soils Moist, Wet 2' - 4' Tiny white flowers on tapering stalk April - August
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Blue Vervain Verbena hastata F, P, S Various Soils Moist, Wet 2' - 5' Blue, purple flowering rods June - Sept
Wingstem Verbesina alternifolia F, P Fertile Soils Moist 3' - 8' Yellow flower, clustered head August - Oct
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