
STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
JANUARY 8, 2015 
 
 
6. APPLICATION: Z14-041 (14335-00000-00622) 
 Location: 148 WEST LANE AVENUE (43201), being 0.74± acres located on 

the north side of West Lane Avenue, 100 feet east of Neil Avenue 
(010-020095, 010-016387, 010-056164, and 010-027887; 
University Area Commission). 

 Existing Zoning: AR-4, Apartment Residential District. 
 Request:                        CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
 Proposed Use: Rental office and multi-unit residential development. 

Applicant(s): Edwards Communities, Attn: Ryan Szymanski; c/o Michael T. 
Shannon, Atty.; Crabbe, Brown & James LLP; 500 South Front 
Street, Suite 1200; Columbus, OH 43215. 

Property Owner(s): Doric Properties; c/o Chris Yessios; 52 East 15th Avenue; 
Columbus, OH 43201. 

 Planner: Eliza Thrush, 645-1341, ecthrush@columbus.gov    
 

BACKGROUND: 
 

o The site consists of 0.74± acres developed with two apartment buildings in the AR-4, 
Apartment Residential District. The applicant proposes to redevelop the site with one 
apartment building with commercial office space in the CPD, Commercial Planned 
Development District. 
 

o The site was subject to BZA application number 11310-00669 for apartment development 
with variances to University Planning Overlay standards, which was disapproved at the May 
2012 BZA hearing. 
 

o Surrounding the site to the north are single-unit and multi-unit residences in the R-2F, 
Residential District, apartment buildings in the AR-4, Apartment Residential District, 
university housing in the L-UCRPD, Limited University –College Research Park 
Development District to the south across Lane Avenue, and commercial uses to the west in 
the C-4, Commercial District.  

 
o The site is located within the boundaries of the University Neighborhoods Revitalization 

Plan (1996), which is currently being updated, but currently recommends ‘Mixed Use I’- a 
mix of retail, office, and residential uses. The draft University District Plan (Version 5, 2014) 
recommends ‘regional mixed use’, which includes multi-unit residential. The draft plan also 
recommends a building height maximum of 45 feet, and a 15 foot landscaped front yard 
setback.  
 

o The site is located within the boundaries of the University Area Commission, whose 
recommendation is approval for the proposed rezoning. 
 

o The proposal includes increasing the height district from 35 feet to 60 feet with a maximum 
building height of 50 feet. Also included are variances to permit the commercial use to 
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occupy less than the entire Lane Avenue frontage, to reduce the required parking for the 
office use, and to exclude the UCO clear glass requirements for the parking garage. The 
CPD plan and text includes side and rear yard setbacks, landscaping, and building 
materials commitments. The applicant will commit to façade and elevation drawings, in 
addition to the site plan.  
 

o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies Lane Avenue as a “4-2” arterial requiring 50 
feet of right-of-way from the centerline.  
 

 
 
CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:  Approval. 
 
The requested CPD, Commercial Planned Development District will allow the redevelopment of the 
site with a new apartment building with maximum of 1,500 feet of office space. Staff does not 
object to the proposed development given the request is consistent with the land use 
recommendations of the University Neighborhoods Revitalization Plan, the use recommendation 
for the draft University District Plan (Version 5, 2014), and is compatible with the zoning and 
development patterns of the area.   
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