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Columbus Youth Climate Action Fund
Application Form
This application is for youth-led initiatives that address climate challenges in the City of Columbus.
Important dates and submission details
• Applications will be accepted starting August 10, 2026.
• Applications will close on October 23, 2026.
• Projects will begin implementation on January 19, 2027.
• Projects should be completed by July 30, 2027.

To help applicants determine fit before starting the form, please review the key requirements below.
	Before you begin

	• At least three youth ages 15 to 24 must lead and participate in project planning, proposal writing, and project implementation.

	• Applicants must either have an existing documented youth program or established youth group structure, or be able to demonstrate youth leadership, participation, and project capacity through the application and any follow-up requested.

	• Grant funds cannot be paid directly to individuals. Funds must be disbursed through a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization or fiscal sponsor with a bank account that can receive funds.

	• If any youth project lead is under age 18, an adult sponsor or mentor must be identified.

	• Projects should take place in the City of Columbus and clearly identify the site or community where the project will be implemented.



How to apply
• Read the program guidance.
• Download this PDF.
• Complete the application digitally.
• Email the completed PDF to Roberto Burga at RWBurga@columbus.gov with the subject line: YCAF APPLICATION - [Your Project Title].
• After submitting, applicants may be contacted for clarification, a follow-up meeting, or additional documentation. Submission of an application does not guarantee funding. Selected applicants will receive next steps for award acceptance, funding, reporting, and project documentation.



Questions? Contact Columbus YCAF Program Manager, Roberto Burga at RWBurga@columbus.gov .

	Section 1. About You	

	Group or organization name
	

	Mission statement or purpose
	


	Website and/or social media (if applicable)
	

	Project name
	

	Total funds requested
	



Youth project lead contact*
	Name
	Age
	Email
	Phone Number

	
	
	
	



Youth project lead or participant #2 
	Name
	Age
	Email
	Phone Number

	
	
	
	



Youth project lead or participant #3 
	Name
	Age
	Email
	Phone Number

	
	
	
	



Additional youth project leads or participants (optional)
	Name(s)
	Age(s)
	Email(s)
	Phone Number(s)

	

	

	

	



* Project leads should be prepared to actively manage the project from start to finish, including participating in check-ins, sharing progress updates, coordinating with partners or mentors, and submitting required reports and financial documentation, such as receipts and expense records.

Organizational eligibility
1. Please select one of the following:
A. ☐ We are an organization with an existing, documented youth program.
B. ☐ We are an established youth group with a documented name and organizational structure.
C. ☐ We do not meet one of the categories above and understand that we must demonstrate youth leadership, participation, and project capacity through this application and any follow-up requested.
2. If you selected options A or B, briefly describe your organization's existing youth program or your group's organizational structure.
Examples may include an existing youth program, club structure, student organization, advisor, or other established youth-focused activities. Max 100 words.
	






3. If you selected option C, explain how your project meets the Youth Climate Action Fund eligibility requirements (see Columbus YCAF Guidance document for full eligibility requirements).
Please describe how the project is youth-led, how at least three youth ages 15 to 24 will actively participate in planning and implementation, and how your team has the support, structure, and capacity needed to complete the project successfully. Max 200 words.
	







Adult sponsor or mentor
4. Are any of the youth project leads under age 18?
☐ Yes
☐ No
5. If yes, provide the adult mentor who will support the project. *
	Name
	

	Title/organization
	

	Email
	

	Phone number
	



*The adult mentor can be expected to assist grant recipients by participating in periodic check-ins, providing project updates, and submitting complete documentation of expenditures and use of grant funds. This may include virtual meetings, written report-outs, receipts, invoices, and other supporting financial records. 




Funding eligibility
6. Funds must be disbursed to a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization with a bank account that can receive grant funds. Please select one of the following:
☐ We are an incorporated 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization with a bank account in our name.
☐ We are not a 501(c)(3), but we have an incorporated 501(c)(3) nonprofit fiscal sponsor.
	Name of organization receiving funds
	

	Fiscal admin contact name
	

	Email
	

	Phone number
	


If you need help finding a fiscal sponsor, please contact RWBurga@columbus.gov for guidance.

	
Section 2. About the Project



1. Our project proposal supports the following Columbus Climate Action Plan program area (select all that apply).
View the Climate Action Plan or visit the Sustainable Columbus website for more information.
☐ Empowering the community the "Columbus Way": Builds or supports community collaboration, education, awareness, and/or leadership related to climate action.
☐ Sustainable Neighborhoods and Environment: Supports climate-resilient neighborhoods or a healthy environment.
☐ Buildings and Energy: Promotes renewable energy or energy efficiency in residential, commercial, or community buildings.
☐ Transportation: Supports mode shift to bikes, scooters, and public transportation, or promotes zero-emission vehicles.
☐ Waste Reduction: Reduces waste generated or sent to the landfill.
Not sure whether your project fits? Contact us.
2. Project summary statement
Provide a one-sentence description of your project.
	




3. How does your project represent a new initiative for your organization?
Projects must be new to be eligible. Max 100 words.
	





4. Provide a description of your project.
Include the problem or issue you are addressing, how the project will make a positive impact, and how it supports the Columbus Climate Action Plan priorities selected in Question 1. Max 200 words.
	







5. Create a timeline and outline the specific steps and activities that will be undertaken.
Projects should target completion by July 30, 2027. Max 300 words.
	








6. Where is the project site (neighborhood, school, address, etc.), and how is the community impacted by climate change?
Climate impacts may include heat, drought, flooding, and air pollution. Max 150 words.
	






7. Tell us about your team and each team member's role.
How will youth lead the project's planning, decision-making, reporting, and implementation? Include information about your team's skills and strengths, along with any adult or organizational support that will help the project succeed. Max 200 words.
	












8. What challenges do you anticipate? How will you overcome them?
Questions to consider: Are there any approvals your organization needs? What level of support will you need from mentors or volunteers? Max 200 words.
	






9. Do you need additional support to implement your project? If so, please describe.
Max 150 words.
	





10. Does your project require long-term maintenance beyond the term of the grant? If so, describe your plan to sustain the project.
Max 150 words.
	





11. Provide the outputs and outcomes of your project.
Outputs are quantifiable results of your project, such as the number of trees planted. Outcomes are the impacts and effects of your activities, such as neighborhood cooling from increased tree shade. Max 100 words.
	




12. Is there anything else you want us to know about your project, organization, or team?
Max 150 words.
	




Optional attachments
• Photos
• Letters of support


	Section 3. Budget



1. Total microgrant request:
	Amount requested
	



2. Budget breakdown
Applicants can request between $1,000 and $5,000. Please list the purchases or activities you expect to fund through this grant and explain how each cost was estimated.
	Purchase or Activity
	Cost
	How costs were determined

	

	

	


	

	

	


	

	

	


	

	

	


	

	

	


	

	

	


	

	

	


	

	

	


	

	

	


	

	

	


	

	

	






	Section 4. Declaration



By submitting this application, we certify that the information provided is accurate to the best of our knowledge and that, if awarded funding, we will comply with the terms and conditions of the Columbus Youth Climate Action Fund.
• The proposed project is youth-led and will include meaningful youth leadership and participation.
• The proposed project is new and supports the Columbus Climate Action Plan.
• The proposed project is not a standalone litter clean-up project.
• Grant funds will be used only for approved project purposes, and documentation of expenditures will be provided as requested.
• Grant funds must be received and managed by an eligible 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization or fiscal sponsor.
• If any youth project lead is under age 18, the identified adult sponsor or mentor has agreed to support the project and grant administration as needed.
A typed name and date will be accepted as a signature.
	
	
	Date

	Youth project lead signature
	
	

	Youth project lead/participant #2 signature (if applicable)
	
	

	Youth project lead/participant #3 signature (if applicable)
	
	

	Fiscal lead contact signature (if applicable)
	
	

	Adult sponsor or mentor signature (if applicable)
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