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WHY IS A TRANSIENT VENDORS LICENSE REQUIRED FOR MOBILE FOOD VENDING

In Ohio, a Regular Vendor’s License is required for selling taxable goods at a fixed
location, while a Transient Vendor License covers sales at temporary events or
multiple locations across the state.

Key Differences and Details:
- Regular Vendor’s License (ST-1): Issued by the County Auditor for a fixed,
permanent place of business (e.g., a brick-and-mortar store).

. Transient Vendor License (ST-1T): Issued by the Ohio Department of Taxation
for vendors transporting goods to temporary locations (fairs, markets) where
they have no fixed place of business. This license is valid statewide.

« Costs: Both licenses generally have a $25-550 application fee.
. Food Truck Requirements:

o Tax License: Usually a Transient Vendor License if moving between
locations, or a Regular License if operating from a fixed, permanent base.

o Health & Safety: Mobile Food Service Operation licenses from local health
departments (often based on risk level).

o Local Permits: City-specific permits for parking in the public right-of-way
(street) or private property.
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Both licenses are used for collecting and paying state sales tax, failing to have one is a
violation of Ohio law.
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Main Offices: 111 North Front Street | Columbus, Ohio 43215 | P: (614) 645-7433 | F: (614) 645-0082 | columbus.gov/bzs
License, Weights & Measures Offices: 4252 Groves Road | Columbus, Ohio 43232 | P: (614) 645-8366 | F (614) 645-8912

Building Compliance Section (614) 645-1733 Director’s Office (614) 645-7776 Weights and Measures Section (614) 645-7397
Building Plans Review (614) 645-7562 Engineering Plans Review (614) 645-0032 Zoning Clearance (614) 645-8637
Code Enforcement (614) 645-2202 License Section (614) 645-8366 Zoning Confirmation Letters (614) 645-8637

Customer Service Center (614) 645-6090 Research/Records Center (614) 645-6082 Zoning Public Hearings (614) 645-4522


https://www.google.com/search?q=Regular+Vendor%E2%80%99s+License&sca_esv=ad175a4a610f2e0b&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1158US1158&biw=2048&bih=983&ei=2I-oaa7SE8atp84PptS2yAE&ved=2ahUKEwjTnvv5hIeTAxW66ckDHfouF0IQgK4QegQIARAC&uact=5&oq=STATE+OF+OHIO+DIFFERENCES+IN+VENDORS+PERMIT+AND+TRANSIENT+VENDOR+PERMIT+AND+FOOD+TRUCKKS&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiWFNUQVRFIE9GIE9ISU8gRElGRkVSRU5DRVMgSU4gVkVORE9SUyBQRVJNSVQgQU5EIFRSQU5TSUVOVCBWRU5ET1IgUEVSTUlUIEFORCBGT09EIFRSVUNLS1NI80NQjgtYiUBwAXgBkAEAmAFqoAHQBqoBAzkuMbgBA8gBAPgBAZgCAqACcMICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAgUQIRiSA5gDAIgGAZAGCJIHAzEuMaAHkBGyBwMwLjG4B27CBwMwLjLIBwOACAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfD6Fc5AmW10qe11Tl-6sxSNjvLdNIaCxp0GboCMiuO7sFZeZJ-RGnPSbthhaqD56TUiYEHZZOYG5DJyWh40M6RS2UFgahgjZaABYm1bvZuWxXlBhsM2R1DyHksySDazfQg&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Transient+Vendor+License&sca_esv=ad175a4a610f2e0b&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1158US1158&biw=2048&bih=983&ei=2I-oaa7SE8atp84PptS2yAE&ved=2ahUKEwjTnvv5hIeTAxW66ckDHfouF0IQgK4QegQIARAD&uact=5&oq=STATE+OF+OHIO+DIFFERENCES+IN+VENDORS+PERMIT+AND+TRANSIENT+VENDOR+PERMIT+AND+FOOD+TRUCKKS&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiWFNUQVRFIE9GIE9ISU8gRElGRkVSRU5DRVMgSU4gVkVORE9SUyBQRVJNSVQgQU5EIFRSQU5TSUVOVCBWRU5ET1IgUEVSTUlUIEFORCBGT09EIFRSVUNLS1NI80NQjgtYiUBwAXgBkAEAmAFqoAHQBqoBAzkuMbgBA8gBAPgBAZgCAqACcMICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAgUQIRiSA5gDAIgGAZAGCJIHAzEuMaAHkBGyBwMwLjG4B27CBwMwLjLIBwOACAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfD6Fc5AmW10qe11Tl-6sxSNjvLdNIaCxp0GboCMiuO7sFZeZJ-RGnPSbthhaqD56TUiYEHZZOYG5DJyWh40M6RS2UFgahgjZaABYm1bvZuWxXlBhsM2R1DyHksySDazfQg&csui=3

