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SOURCES & METHODOLOGY
In my analysis, I studied 90 cities: all of the US cities with a population of 250,000 or more. I studied cities based on the following 8 factors:
· Population;
· Rate of Population Growth;
· Land Area;
· MSA Population (and other factors);
· Race & Ethnicity Demographics;
· Sex Demographics;
· College Education Levels; and
· High School Education Levels.

For studying MSA (Metropolitan Statistical Area) populations, I simply analyzed all MSAs in the United States. Where MSAs overlapped with major cities already included in my study, I have equated the two for the sake of sharing my results.

RESULTS
No city shared more than 5 characteristics with Columbus across the 8 factors analyzed. Of those cities, only one is not already on the Commission’s list to survey. That is Virginia Beach, Virginia. The categories across which I found similarities with Columbus are listed below.
· Virginia Beach, VA (5)
· Land Area
· Race & Ethnicity
· Sex
· College
· MSA

Of the 11 cities with 4 similarities, 6 are on the survey list. The remaining 5 are listed below with their relevant similarities indicated.

	City
	Population
	Growth
	Area
	MSA
	Race & Ethnicity
	Sex
	College
	High School

	Albuquerque, NM
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	X

	Chesapeake, VA
	
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	

	Greensboro, NC
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	X
	X

	Sacramento, CA
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X

	Tulsa, OK
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	X



Depending on how the Commission “weights” the factors above, some cities may stand out more than others. Full lists of comparable cities across each factor are available.
Population Data
20 cities with similar populations to Columbus are presented here. Population estimates are from July 1, 2024.

	Population

	City
	2024 Pop

	Philadelphia city, Pennsylvania
	1,573,916

	San Antonio city, Texas
	1,526,656

	San Diego city, California
	1,404,452

	Dallas city, Texas
	1,326,087

	Jacksonville city, Florida
	1,009,833

	Fort Worth city, Texas
	1,008,106

	Honolulu County, Hawaii
	998,747

	San Jose city, California
	997,368

	Austin city, Texas
	993,588

	Charlotte city, North Carolina
	943,476

	Columbus city, Ohio
	933,263

	Indianapolis city (balance), Indiana
	891,484

	San Francisco city, California
	827,526

	Seattle city, Washington
	780,995

	Denver city, Colorado
	729,019

	Oklahoma City city, Oklahoma
	712,919

	Nashville-Davidson metropolitan government (balance), Tennessee
	704,963

	Washington city, District of Columbia
	702,250

	El Paso city, Texas
	681,723

	Las Vegas city, Nevada
	678,922

	Boston city, Massachusetts
	673,458




Population Growth Data
20 cities with similar rates of population growth from 2020 to 2024 are presented here.

	Population Growth

	City
	2024 Pop
	2020-2024 Growth

	Phoenix city, Arizona
	1,673,164
	4.0%

	Madison city, Wisconsin
	285,300
	3.9%

	Glendale city, Arizona
	258,143
	3.9%

	Irvine city, California
	318,683
	3.6%

	Fort Wayne city, Indiana
	273,203
	3.5%

	Jersey City city, New Jersey
	302,824
	3.4%

	St. Petersburg city, Florida
	267,102
	3.4%

	Austin city, Texas
	993,588
	3.3%

	Bakersfield city, California
	417,468
	3.2%

	Lincoln city, Nebraska
	300,619
	3.2%

	Columbus city, Ohio
	933,263
	3.0%

	Colorado Springs city, Colorado
	493,554
	2.7%

	Greensboro city, North Carolina
	307,381
	2.7%

	Plano city, Texas
	293,286
	2.7%

	Riverside city, California
	323,757
	2.6%

	Mesa city, Arizona
	517,151
	2.5%

	Winston-Salem city, North Carolina
	255,769
	2.5%

	Arlington city, Texas
	403,672
	2.4%

	Laredo city, Texas
	261,260
	2.4%

	Chesapeake city, Virginia
	254,997
	2.3%

	Nashville-Davidson metropolitan government (balance), Tennessee
	704,963
	2.2%




Land Area Data
20 comparable cities are presented here based on the land area of the cities. Area is shown here in square miles.

	Land Area

	City
	State
	Sq Miles

	New York City
	NY
	300.5

	Memphis
	TN
	289.8

	Lexington
	KY
	283.9

	El Paso
	TX
	258.8

	Macon
	GA
	249.4

	Cusseta
	GA
	248.7

	Virginia Beach
	VA
	244.7

	Tucson
	AZ
	242.9

	Chicago
	IL
	227.7

	Huntsville
	AL
	225.3

	Columbus
	OH
	221.9

	Columbus
	GA
	216.5

	Boulder City
	NV
	212.3

	Valdez
	AK
	211.7

	Preston
	GA
	209.7

	California City
	CA
	203.6

	Colorado Springs
	CO
	202.2

	Tulsa
	OK
	197.7

	Goodyear
	AZ
	191.3

	Albuquerque
	NM
	187.3

	Scottsdale
	AZ
	184






MSA Data
30 metropolitan statistical areas were selected for analysis based on having similar populations to the Columbus OH MSA. Additional analysis was conducted retroactively on population growth in these MSAs and on other similar characteristics.

	Metro Comps

	Metro Areas
	2024 Pop
	State Capital?
	Pop Change 2020-2024

	Tampa-St. Petersburg-Clearwater, FL
	3,424,560
	No
	increase

	San Diego-Chula Vista-Carlsbad, CA
	3,298,799
	No
	decrease

	Denver-Aurora-Centennial, CO
	3,052,498
	Yes
	increase

	Orlando-Kissimmee-Sanford, FL
	2,940,513
	No
	increase

	Charlotte-Concord-Gastonia, NC-SC
	2,883,370
	No
	increase

	Baltimore-Columbia-Towson, MD
	2,859,024
	No
	increase

	St. Louis, MO-IL
	2,811,927
	No
	decrease

	San Antonio-New Braunfels, TX
	2,763,006
	No
	increase

	Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos, TX
	2,550,637
	Yes
	increase

	Portland-Vancouver-Hillsboro, OR-WA
	2,537,904
	No
	increase

	Sacramento-Roseville-Folsom, CA
	2,463,127
	Yes
	increase

	Pittsburgh, PA
	2,429,917
	No
	decrease

	Las Vegas-Henderson-North Las Vegas, NV
	2,398,871
	No
	increase

	Cincinnati, OH-KY-IN
	2,302,815
	No
	increase

	Kansas City, MO-KS
	2,253,579
	No
	increase

	Columbus, OH
	2,225,377
	Yes
	increase

	Indianapolis-Carmel-Greenwood, IN
	2,174,833
	Yes
	increase

	Cleveland, OH
	2,171,877
	No
	decrease

	Nashville-Davidson--Murfreesboro--Franklin, TN
	2,150,553
	Yes
	increase

	San Juan-Bayamón-Caguas, PR
	2,035,484
	Yes
	decrease

	San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara, CA
	1,995,484
	No
	increase

	Virginia Beach-Chesapeake-Norfolk, VA-NC
	1,794,278
	No
	increase

	Jacksonville, FL
	1,760,548
	No
	increase

	Providence-Warwick, RI-MA
	1,700,901
	Yes
	increase

	Milwaukee-Waukesha, WI
	1,574,452
	No
	decrease

	Raleigh-Cary, NC
	1,562,009
	Yes
	increase

	Oklahoma City, OK
	1,497,821
	Yes
	increase

	Louisville/Jefferson County, KY-IN
	1,394,234
	No
	increase

	Richmond, VA
	1,370,165
	Yes
	increase

	Memphis, TN-MS-AR
	1,339,345
	No
	decrease

	Salt Lake City-Murray, UT
	1,300,762
	Yes
	increase







Race & Ethnicity Data
This analysis involves some back-of-the-napkin math on which cities are most similar to Columbus across 8 Census categories in this area. 20 similar cities are presented here. The full analysis is available in a separate document but is too large for this page.

	Atlanta city, Georgia

	Baltimore city, Maryland

	Buffalo city, New York

	Chesapeake city, Virginia

	Cincinnati city, Ohio

	Columbus city, Ohio

	Detroit city, Michigan

	Greensboro city, North Carolina

	Indianapolis city (balance), Indiana

	Jacksonville city, Florida

	Lexington-Fayette urban county, Kentucky

	Louisville/Jefferson County metro government (balance), Kentucky

	Madison city, Wisconsin

	New Orleans city, Louisiana

	Pittsburgh city, Pennsylvania

	Raleigh city, North Carolina

	St. Louis city, Missouri

	St. Petersburg city, Florida

	Toledo city, Ohio

	Virginia Beach city, Virginia

	Washington city, District of Columbia







Sex Demographics Data
Percent of the population that is female.
In Columbus, this is 50.8%. Cities here range from 50.6% (-0.2% from Columbus) to 51.0% (+0.2% from Columbus).

	Female Population Demographics

	City
	2024 Pop
	Female Pop, Percent

	Fort Worth city, Texas
	1,008,106
	51.0%

	Atlanta city, Georgia
	520,070
	51.0%

	Virginia Beach city, Virginia
	454,808
	51.0%

	Fort Wayne city, Indiana
	273,203
	51.0%

	Lubbock city, Texas
	272,086
	51.0%

	Port St. Lucie city, Florida
	258,575
	51.0%

	Albuquerque city, New Mexico
	560,326
	50.9%

	Long Beach city, California
	450,901
	50.9%

	Tulsa city, Oklahoma
	415,154
	50.9%

	Anaheim city, California
	344,561
	50.9%

	St. Paul city, Minnesota
	307,465
	50.9%

	Glendale city, Arizona
	258,143
	50.9%

	Chesapeake city, Virginia
	254,997
	50.9%

	Columbus city, Ohio
	933,263
	50.8%

	Bakersfield city, California
	417,468
	50.8%

	North Las Vegas city, Nevada
	294,034
	50.8%

	Chula Vista city, California
	278,546
	50.8%

	El Paso city, Texas
	681,723
	50.7%

	Sacramento city, California
	535,798
	50.7%

	Arlington city, Texas
	403,672
	50.7%

	Lexington-Fayette urban county, Kentucky
	329,437
	50.7%

	Newark city, New Jersey
	317,303
	50.7%

	Oklahoma City city, Oklahoma
	712,919
	50.6%

	Henderson city, Nevada
	350,039
	50.6%

	Garland city, Texas
	250,431
	50.6%




Bachelor’s Degree or Higher Data
Percent of the population that has earned a bachelor’s degree or higher.
Presented here are the 40 most comparable cities to Columbus in this area.

	Bachelor's Degree or Higher

	City
	2024 Pop
	Bach Degree or Higher

	Chandler city, Arizona
	281,231
	47.7%

	San Jose city, California
	997,368
	47.3%

	Tampa city, Florida
	414,547
	45.7%

	St. Paul city, Minnesota
	307,465
	43.8%

	Colorado Springs city, Colorado
	493,554
	42.7%

	St. Petersburg city, Florida
	267,102
	42.6%

	Orlando city, Florida
	334,854
	42.5%

	Irving city, Texas
	258,060
	42.4%

	New Orleans city, Louisiana
	362,701
	42.4%

	Cincinnati city, Ohio
	314,915
	41.8%

	Lincoln city, Nebraska
	300,619
	41.8%

	St. Louis city, Missouri
	279,695
	41.1%

	Greensboro city, North Carolina
	307,381
	41.0%

	Virginia Beach city, Virginia
	454,808
	40.9%

	Omaha city, Nebraska
	489,265
	40.1%

	Winston-Salem city, North Carolina
	255,769
	39.5%

	Albuquerque city, New Mexico
	560,326
	39.2%

	Anchorage municipality, Alaska
	289,600
	38.7%

	Honolulu County, Hawaii
	998,747
	38.5%

	Kansas City city, Missouri
	516,032
	38.4%

	Columbus city, Ohio
	933,263
	38.2%

	Dallas city, Texas
	1,326,087
	38.2%

	Henderson city, Nevada
	350,039
	37.4%

	Miami city, Florida
	487,014
	37.4%

	Sacramento city, California
	535,798
	37.1%

	Chesapeake city, Virginia
	254,997
	36.9%

	Reno city, Nevada
	281,714
	36.8%

	Baltimore city, Maryland
	568,271
	36.1%

	Long Beach city, California
	450,901
	35.6%

	Philadelphia city, Pennsylvania
	1,573,916
	35.4%

	Lubbock city, Texas
	272,086
	35.1%

	Indianapolis city (balance), Indiana
	891,484
	34.9%

	Oklahoma City city, Oklahoma
	712,919
	34.7%

	Louisville/Jefferson County metro government (balance), Kentucky
	640,796
	33.8%

	Aurora city, Colorado
	403,130
	33.6%

	Phoenix city, Arizona
	1,673,164
	33.6%

	Tulsa city, Oklahoma
	415,154
	33.6%

	Chula Vista city, California
	278,546
	33.2%

	Jacksonville city, Florida
	1,009,833
	33.2%

	Arlington city, Texas
	403,672
	32.6%

	Mesa city, Arizona
	517,151
	32.5%




High School Degree or Higher Data
Percent of the population that has earned a high school degree or higher.
Presented here are the 40 most comparable cities to Columbus in this area.

	High School Graduate or Above

	City
	2024 Pop
	HS Grad or Higher

	Orlando city, Florida
	334,854
	92.2%

	Durham city, North Carolina
	301,870
	92.1%

	Lexington-Fayette urban county, Kentucky
	329,437
	92.1%

	Plano city, Illinois
	12,677
	92.1%

	Kansas City city, Missouri
	516,032
	91.9%

	Port St. Lucie city, Florida
	258,575
	91.7%

	Minneapolis city, Minnesota
	428,579
	91.5%

	Albuquerque city, New Mexico
	560,326
	91.2%

	Denver city, Colorado
	729,019
	91.2%

	Mesa city, Arizona
	517,151
	91.2%

	Jacksonville city, Florida
	1,009,833
	91.1%

	Jersey City city, New Jersey
	302,824
	90.8%

	Nashville-Davidson metropolitan government (balance), Tennessee
	704,963
	90.8%

	St. Louis city, Missouri
	279,695
	90.8%

	Greensboro city, North Carolina
	307,381
	90.6%

	Omaha city, Nebraska
	489,265
	90.5%

	Louisville/Jefferson County metro government (balance), Kentucky
	640,796
	90.3%

	San Diego city, California
	1,404,452
	90.2%

	Tampa city, Florida
	414,547
	90.2%

	Cincinnati city, Ohio
	314,915
	90.0%

	Columbus city, Ohio
	933,263
	89.7%

	New Orleans city, Louisiana
	362,701
	89.6%

	Charlotte city, North Carolina
	943,476
	89.5%

	Lubbock city, Texas
	272,086
	89.4%

	Reno city, Nevada
	281,714
	89.3%

	St. Paul city, Minnesota
	307,465
	89.3%

	Fort Wayne city, Indiana
	273,203
	89.1%

	Winston-Salem city, North Carolina
	255,769
	89.1%

	San Francisco city, California
	827,526
	89.0%

	Boston city, Massachusetts
	673,458
	88.9%

	Toledo city, Ohio
	265,638
	88.7%

	Tucson city, Arizona
	554,013
	88.2%

	Oklahoma City city, Oklahoma
	712,919
	88.0%

	Wichita city, Kansas
	400,991
	88.0%

	Indianapolis city (balance), Indiana
	891,484
	87.9%

	Philadelphia city, Pennsylvania
	1,573,916
	87.8%

	Baltimore city, Maryland
	568,271
	87.7%

	Tulsa city, Oklahoma
	415,154
	87.6%

	Memphis city, Tennessee
	610,919
	87.2%

	Buffalo city, New York
	276,617
	87.0%

	Sacramento city, California
	535,798
	86.7%



	
	
	



