
 
March 1, 2023 
 
City of Columbus, Division of Sewerage & Drainage 
Attn: Mr. Greg Fedner, P.E. 
Private Development Section Manager 
910 Dublin Road 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
 
Subject:  Hidden Creek Landscaping Development 
  Type III Variance from Stormwater Drainage Manual 
Dear Greg, 
 
On behalf of Hidden Creek Landscaping, Advanced Civil Design, Inc. is applying for a Type III variance from 
the Columbus Stormwater Drainage Manual (SWDM) for private site improvements performed on the 
property which affected an existing jurisdictional watercourse and stream corridor protection zone. The 
project site is partially located within the stream corridor protection zone (SCPZ) for an existing jurisdictional 
watercourse tributary to the Scioto River. The property is owned and operated as an existing commercial 
landscape business. The Type III variance is being submitted to mitigate recent earthwork operations that 
displaced a portion of the existing watercourse and SCPZ that exists on the site. 
 
The following information is provided in support of the application: 

-Project Name:    Hidden Creek Landscaping 
-Address, PID, Site Disturbance 
 and Total Site Area: 

Address:   3940 Scioto Darby Creek Rd, Hilliard, OH 43026 
PID:    560-162435 & 560-162430 
Total Site Area:   9.53 acres 

-Date Property Acquired:   N/A 
-Primary (Owner) Contact: Hidden Creek Landscaping 

Attn: Jason Cromley, Owner 
3940 Scioto Darby Creek Rd,  
Hilliard, OH 43026 
(614) 779-0846; jc@2thecreek.com 

 
Additional information pertaining to the requested variance is included in the enclosed application 
document. Please contact me with any questions you may have at (614) 329-5474, or by email at 
dstorck@advancedcivildesign.com. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
David Storck / Project Manager 
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INTRODUCTION  
 
The following report provides information pertaining to a requested variance from the City of Columbus 
Stormwater Drainage Manual for the Hidden Creek Landscaping commercial property. The property is 
located at 3940 Scioto Darby Creek Rd in Columbus. The overall development boundary consists of two 
separate parcels (560-162435 & 560-162430) with an overall acreage of 9.53 acres. The site development 
boundary is encroached by a 75 foot wide Stream Corridor Protection Zone (SCPZ) established under City of 
Columbus Storm Permit Plan CC16436. The SCPZ is for an existing jurisdictional watercourse tributary to the 
Scioto River that drains west to east and crosses diagonally in a northwest/southeast orientation 
approximately 215 feet inside the northeastern property corner. 
 
The SCPZ diagonally crosses the northeast property corner, reducing the connectivity of usable acreage and 
limiting access and maneuverability for the commercial function of the site. As such, the applicant is seeking 
a Type III variance per the 2021 City of Columbus Stormwater Design Manual (SWDM) to allow the existing 
jurisdictional watercourse and SCPZ to be relocated and consolidated along the northeastern and eastern 
edges of the property boundary. The area of SCPZ effected is proposed to be mitigated through a dedicated 
conservation easement equal to the area of SCPZ removal, and the watercourse restored to a natural habitat 
condition using the guidance of the Columbus Stormwater Design Manual (SWDM) and engineering design 
references. 
 
 
TYPE III VARIANCE REQUEST 
 
EXISTING SITE CONDITIONS 
The property is an existing commercial landscaping business on an overall 9.53-acre site. The site consists of 
a main office building with paved main parking lot, access drive and concrete sidewalks along the southern 
portion of the property boundary with frontage along Scioto Darby Creek Road. The site area north of the 
main office consists of asphalt pavement, concrete pads and gravel surface areas utilized for equipment and 
material storage including several sheds and material storage bins. An existing jurisdictional watercourse 
tributary to the Scioto River, flowing west to east, crosses the overall site area diagonally in a 
northwest/southeast orientation approximately 215 feet inside the northeastern property corner. A Primary 
Headwater Habitat Evaluation was performed on the southern end of the jurisdictional watercourse 
categorizing the resource as Modified Class II PHWH (Intermittent) HHEI 59. See Appendix A and Table 1. 
 

Table 1: Existing Stream Summary Data 
 Existing Jurisdictional 

Watercourse (S. of Culvert) 
OEPA Aquatic Life Use Design Not Listed 
OEPA HHEI/QHEI Score 59 (HHEI) 
Stream Gradient (%) 0.54 
Average Bank Full Width 7’-1” 
Width to Depth Ratio 10.76 
Sinuosity 0.0 
Rosgen Stream Type E6b 
Drainage Area (sq mi) 0.94 
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PROJECT BACKGROUND 
The site was redeveloped in 2013 under City of Columbus Storm Permit plan CC16436. The subject 
jurisdictional watercourse remained primarily undisturbed except for the installation of a 6” water quality 
outlet pipe associated with the new onsite stormwater management system under CC16436. The 
undisturbed jurisdictional area included an existing 30” pipe culvert crossing the jurisdictional watercourse, 
which was left in place for its continued use to access the northeast corner of the overall property boundary. 
The onsite portion of the jurisdictional watercourse was preserved within a 75 foot wide (centered on the 
watercourse) SCPZ, utilizing the stream characteristics and drainage area calculations submitted and 
approved under the stormwater permit plan, CC16436.  
 
VARIANCE APPLICATION PURPOSE 
In early 2022, the property owner prepared business expansion plans and submitted a preliminary site 
compliance plan (PSCP 22601-00009) to the City of Columbus Building and Zoning Services Department. The 
new development plans propose to add new indoor storage buildings, along with access drives and parking 
areas. As part of the City divisional reviews of PSCP plan, the Division of Sewers and Drains (DOSD) compared 
the current permit plan CC16436 against the existing conditions plan included in the PSCP application and 
noted that approximately 110’+/- lineal foot of the SCPZ and jurisdictional watercourse had been filled and 
the existing 30” culvert pipe extended.  
 
As part of the review comments to the PSCP application, the Division of Sewers and Drains is requiring that 
the SCPZ be restored to the conditions shown on the permit plan CC16436 or mitigate the jurisdictional 
watercourse and SCPZ modifications under a Type III stormwater variance application and separate 
stormwater management plan permit, to be submitted upon approval of the variance. 
 
STORMWATER BMP’S 
The site was last developed in 2013 under City of Columbus record storm sewer and grading plan CC16436. 
This plan provided post-construction stormwater quantity and quality controls to meet the requirements of 
the relevant edition of the City of Columbus Stormwater Manual for the entire site area. The stormwater 
design under CC16436 includes the tributary area of the proposed SCPZ removal under this variance request, 
as reflected in the record plan tributary data. Additional permanent stormwater quantity and quality controls 
for the jurisdictional watercourse relocation and the required temporary controls for physical construction 
of the watercourse relocation will be detailed in a subsequent Stormwater permit plan submittal. 
 
 
SITE DEVELOPMENT ALTERNATIVES 
 
FULL COMPLIANCE (NO IMPACT) 
 
SCOPE 
Under full compliance the existing 30” culvert pipe would be completely removed from the jurisdictional 
watercourse and the limits within the SCPZ completely restored to original conditions prior to 2013.  The 
restoration efforts would primarily involve reestablishing the jurisdictional watercourse along the limits of 
the removed 30” culvert pipe. Refer to the “Full Compliance” Exhibit 1 in the Exhibit Section of this 
application. 
 
COMMERCIAL/SOCIAL IMPACTS 
Per this alternative, access to the northeast corner would be completely severed from the rest of the 
commercial property. The usable area lost is 1.03 acres or 10.8% of the total site area. The reduction of the 
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usable site area would create a hardship for the desired business expansion goals, functionality of the site 
and the continued growth of the landscape business and projected future employment base. To meet the 
development goals, the Owner would be forced to look at either acquiring adjacent properties or relocating 
the entire business out of the City of Columbus to a more suitable site. Both options would create a strain on 
the current business model and financial investments to gain additional operational area. 
 
IMPACTS TO SCPZ AND WATER QUALITY 
To restore the SCPZ back to its original condition, the immediate impact to water quality would be the 
disturbance required for the removal of the 30” culvert pipe, gravel surface removal, earthwork and grading 
required to reestablish the stream bed and bank slopes. The area of disturbance required is approximately 
0.50 acres and involves 200+/- feet of stream bed restoration. Temporary BMPs will be utilized during the 
construction to treat sediment laden run-off through the use of sediment fencing, straw wattles and rock 
check dams within the stream route. Upon final grading, stabilization, and establishment of vegetation within 
the SCPZ, post-construction impacts to water quality will be zero with final conditions being equal to or better 
than the original conditions prior to initial disturbance. 
 
To address the impact to the SCPZ, the watercourse channel and embankments will be restored to the 
original conditions prior to placement of the culvert pipe. The water course will be restored to the same 
characteristics as summarized in the Primary Headwater Habitat Evaluation (Appendix A) regarding sinuosity, 
substrate, riparian width, pool depth and bank full width. Detailed design plans will be submitted for review 
to ensure the mitigation meets the environmental characteristics of the existing undisturbed downstream 
watercourse. 
 
The number of trees removed for the 30” culvert extension has been estimated based on examination of 
historical site photos and shown on the “Full Compliance” exhibit in the Exhibit Section of this application. 
There were approximately 6- 12” trees that were removed along the jurisdictional watercourse, in addition 
to small saplings and overgrown brush of mostly nuisance/invasive species. As part of the SCPZ restoration 
the equivalent total caliper inches (72”) of the 6-12” trees previously removed shall be replaced within the 
restoration limits using a minimum of 2” caliper replacement trees. Detailed landscape plans will be 
submitted for review for the selected development alternative. 
 
MINIMAL IMPACT 
 
SCOPE 
For minimal impact, the gravel drive crossing, a portion of the existing 30” culvert pipe (prior to the extension 
after 2017) and limits of the SCPZ would be reverted and restored back to the original conditions shown on 
the current stormwater permit drawing CC16436. Refer to the “Minimal Impact” Exhibit 2 in the Exhibit 
Section of this application. 
 
COMMERCIAL/SOCIAL IMPACTS 
Per this option the northeast corner of the site would be left in a limited to unusable state due to the SCPZ 
encroachment area and protection requirements of the SCPZ. Access would be limited to the small length of 
30” pipe culvert as a ditch crossing to reach the northeast property corner. Under this alternative, the 
reduced usable site area creates a hardship for the desired expansion goals, functionality of the site and the 
continued growth of the landscape business and projected future employment base. To meet the 
development goals, again, the Owner would be forced to look at either acquiring adjacent properties or 
relocating the entire business to a more suitable site. Both options would create a strain on the current 
business model and financial investments to simply gain additional operational area. 
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IMPACTS TO SCPZ AND WATER QUALITY 
To restore the SCPZ back to its original condition, the immediate impact to water quality would be the 
disturbance required for the removal of the 30” culvert pipe, gravel surface removal, earthwork and grading 
required to reestablish the stream bed and bank slopes. The area of disturbance required is approximately 
0.50 acres and involves 110+/- feet of stream bed restoration and original culvert limits. Temporary BMPs 
will be utilized during the construction to treat sediment laden run-off through the use of sediment fencing, 
straw wattles and rock check dams within the stream route. Upon final grading, stabilization, and 
establishment of vegetation within the SCPZ, post-construction impacts to water quality will be zero with 
final conditions being equal to or better than the original conditions prior to initial disturbance. 
 
To address the impact to the SCPZ, the watercourse channel and embankments will be reestablished to the 
original conditions prior to placement of the culvert pipe extension and the original 30” culvert depicted 
under record storm plan CC16436. The water course will be restored to the same characteristics as 
summarized in the Primary Headwater Habitat Evaluation (Appendix A) regarding sinuosity, substrate, 
riparian width, pool depth and bank full width. Detailed design plans will be submitted for review to ensure 
the mitigation meets the environmental characteristics of the existing undisturbed downstream 
watercourse. 
 
The number of trees removed for the 30” culvert extension has been estimated based on examination of 
historical site photos and shown on the “Minimal Impact” exhibit in the Exhibit Section of this application. 
There were approximately 6- 12” trees that were removed along the open drainage course, in addition to 
small saplings and overgrown brush of mostly nuisance/invasive species. As part of the SCPZ restoration the 
equivalent total caliper inches (72”) of the 6-12” trees previously removed shall be replaced within the 
restoration limits using a minimum of 2” caliper replacement trees. Detailed landscape plans will be 
submitted for review for the selected development alternative. 
 
 
PREFERRED DEVELOPMENT 
 
SCOPE 
The preferred development alternative is to completely relocate the portion of the jurisdictional watercourse 
that currently crosses the site diagonally, into a consolidated zone adject to the northern and eastern 
property lines while fulfilling the overall project needs and maximizing developable land on the Site. 
Proposed impacts for this alternative would include 330 linear feet of jurisdictional stream habitat. Impacts 
to the noted feature would take place in the form of relocation/restoration of on-site watercourse which 
would occur within the boundaries of the Site. Impacts to the existing on-site watercourse, associated SCPZ, 
and discussion related to water quality and quantity are previously referenced under the Full-Compliance 
and Minimum Impact sections of this variance application, although the complete relocation will affect 0.85 
acres of the existing SCPZ. A site plan depicting the proposed layout of the Preferred Impact Development 
including the proposed stream relocation and associated SCPZ is provided in “Preferred Development” 
Exhibit 3 in the Exhibit Section of this application. 
 
COMMERCIAL/SOCIAL IMPACTS 
As summarized, selection and implementation of the Minimal Impact Development Plan would provide 
economic and business development benefits, although not nearly as substantial as the anticipated benefits 
of the Preferred Development Plan: 
 



HIDDEN CREEK LANDSCAPING TYPE III VARIANCE  7 
 

 Creation of permanent jobs associated with operation of the proposed logistics facilities 
including associated local, state, and federal payroll tax income.  

 Creation of temporary construction jobs including local, state, and federal payroll tax 
income.  

 Supplemental job creation and support for skilled trade positions such as laborers, operators, 
and landscapers.  

 Increased long-term overall water quality improvements once streams are relocated and 
restored with beneficial channel substrate, stream bank stabilization measures, and riparian 
area plantings.  

 Surrounding area/local community retail sales and associated tax income related to 
permanent and temporary work on-site who will either relocate permanently or temporarily 
to the nearby area and spend portions of their incomed on housing, vehicle fuel, meals, retail 
purchases, etc.  

 
The Preferred Impact Development Plan is anticipated to result in the desired business expansion goals, 
functionality of the site and the continued growth of the landscape business and a projected future 
employment base compared with the No Impact and Minimal Impact Development Plan alternatives. 
 
IMPACTS TO SCPZ AND WATER QUALITY / WATERCOURSE RELOCATION 
 
To relocate the jurisdictional watercourse and mitigate the SCPZ, the immediate impact to water quality 
would be the disturbance required for the earthwork and grading required to reestablish the stream bed, 
embankment slopes and peripheral areas within the SCPZ mitigation area. The area of disturbance required 
is approximately 1.13 acres and involves 718+/- feet of jurisdictional watercourse relocation / stream bed 
restoration, bank construction and general stabilization of all areas of disturbance. Temporary BMPs will be 
utilized during the construction to treat sediment laden run-off using sediment fencing, straw wattles and 
rock check dams within the stream route. Upon final grading, stabilization, and establishment of vegetation 
within the SCPZ, post-construction impacts to water quality will be zero with final conditions being equal to 
or better than the original conditions prior to initial disturbance. 
 
The Preferred Impact Development Plan will result in approximately 480 linear feet of jurisdictional 
intermittent stream habitat impact. As compensation for the proposed on-site stream impact, the existing 
stream is proposed to be relocated, which will yield approximately 718 linear feet of open stream channel. 
This results in a net gain of approximately 238 linear feet of open stream channel. The relocated stream 
portions will be designed using natural stream design principles and the SCPZ will be re-established along the 
relocated stream segments to compensate for proposed impacts to the existing SCPZ. The newly established 
SCPZ will result in approximately 1.13 acres total, yielding a net gain of 0.28 acres over the existing SCPZ 
acreage of 0.85 acres. As the existing on-site stream channel generally exhibits modified warm water habitat 
characteristics due to historical impacts resulting in channelization, limited stream channel substrate, limited 
flow and stream channel habitat (no defined riffle/run or pool habitat) and a limited stream riparian corridor, 
the relocation and restoration of the stream onsite is anticipated to result in significant habitat improvements 
which will aid and benefit the surrounding and downstream area watershed by improving water quality and 
habitat. These improvements will increase the diversity of habitat for aquatic macroinvertebrates, fish, and 
amphibians which is generally lacking in the existing stream channel. 
 
As previously mentioned, the estimated number of trees removed is based on examination of historical site 
photos and shown on the “Minimal Impact” exhibit in the Exhibit Section of this application. There were 
approximately 6- 12” trees that were removed along the open drainage course, in addition to small saplings 
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and overgrown brush of mostly nuisance/invasive species. As part of the SCPZ restoration, at a minimum the 
equivalent total caliper inches (72”) of the 6-12” trees previously removed shall be replaced within the 
restoration limits using a minimum of 2” caliper replacement trees. Detailed landscape plans will be 
submitted for review for the selected development alternative. It is anticipated the number of trees to be 
planted will be significantly larger than the equivalent of trees removed due to relocated watercourse being 
longer in length than the existing condition.  
 
Due to the substantial amount of invasive/non-native species coverage within the existing SCPZ, such as 
honeysuckle (Lonicera spp.), giant reed (Typha angustifolia) and cattail (Typha spp.), the reforestation and 
replanting of the proposed relocated SCPZ is anticipated to improve the overall woody and non-woody plant 
species diversity and abundance within the Site.  
 
A conservation easement will be placed on the SCPZ of the relocated stream that name the City of Columbus 
as the Grantee. The conservation easement will be placed on the entire 1.13 acres of newly established SCPZ. 
 
 
CONCLUSIONS  
 
The Applicant is seeking approval of the Preferred Development Alternative as a Type III variance for the 
Hidden Creek Landscaping property. The variance would allow a portion of an existing jurisdictional 
watercourse to be relocated and the SCPZ mitigated on-site with the main goal being to expand and 
consolidate the usable area for the property and the commercial business functions. Three alternatives have 
been provided to address the matter, as required by the SWDM for a Type III variance application. The 
Applicant considers the Preferred Development Alternative option as the most feasible for functionality and 
ability to properly preserve the last natural area of the SCPZ and tributary drainage shed before entering fully 
developed areas downstream of the subject property. 
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Primary Headwater Habitat Evaluation Form
HHEI Score (sum of metrics 1, 2, 3) :

SITE NAME/LOCATION _________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________SITE NUMBER______________  RIVER BASIN _______________________ DRAINAGE AREA (mi2) __________

LENGTH OF STREAM REACH (ft) ___________ LAT. ____________ LONG. ___________   RIVER CODE _________ RIVER MILE _________

DATE ______________  SCORER _________________ COMMENTS ____________________________________________________________

NOTE: Complete All Items On This Form - Refer to “Field Evaluation Manual for Ohio’s PHWH Streams” for Instructions

STREAM CHANNEL
 MODIFICATIONS:

� NONE / NATURAL CHANNEL    � RECOVERED � RECOVERING � RECENT OR NO RECOVERY

1. SUBSTRATE (Estimate percent of every type of substrate present. Check ONLY two predominant substrate TYPE boxes
(Max of 32). Add total number of significant substrate types found (Max of 8). Final metric score is sum of boxes A & B.

TYPE PERCENT TYPE PERCENT
� � BLDR SLABS [16 pts] ________ � � SILT [3 pt] ________
� � BOULDER (>256 mm) [16 pts] ________ � � LEAF PACK/WOODY DEBRIS [3 pts] ________
� � BEDROCK   [16 pt] ________ � � FINE DETRITUS  [3 pts] ________
� � COBBLE (65-256 mm) [12 pts] ________ � � CLAY or HARDPAN  [0 pt] ________
� � GRAVEL (2-64 mm) [9 pts] ________ � � MUCK [0 pts] ________
� � SAND (<2 mm) [6 pts] ________ � � ARTIFICIAL [3 pts] ________

                        Total of Percentages of (A) (B)
              Bldr Slabs, Boulder, Cobble, Bedrock ________
SCORE OF TWO MOST PREDOMINATE SUBSTRATE TYPES: TOTAL NUMBER OF SUBSTRATE TYPES:

HHEI
Metric
Points
Substrate
Max = 40

2. Maximum Pool Depth (Measure the maximum pool depth within the 61 meter (200 ft) evaluation reach at the time of
evaluation. Avoid plunge pools from road culverts or storm water pipes)     (Check ONLY one box):

� > 30 centimeters [20 pts] � > 5 cm - 10 cm [15 pts]
� > 22.5  - 30 cm [30 pts] � < 5 cm [5 pts]
� > 10  - 22.5 cm [25 pts] � NO WATER OR MOIST CHANNEL [0 pts]

COMMENTS_________________________________________________ MAXIMUM POOL DEPTH (centimeters):

Pool Depth
Max = 30

3. BANK FULL WIDTH (Measured as the average of 3-4 measurements) (Check ONLY one box):
� > 4.0 meters (> 13') [30 pts] � > 1.0 m  - 1.5 m (> 3' 3" - 4' 8") [15 pts]
� > 3.0 m  - 4.0 m (> 9' 7" - 13') [25 pts] � � 1.0 m (<=3' 3") [5 pts]
� > 1.5 m  - 3.0 m (> 9' 7" - 4' 8") [20 pts]

COMMENTS_________________________________________________ AVERAGE BANKFULL WIDTH (meters):

   Bankfull
  Width 

  Max=30

This information must also be completed
RIPARIAN ZONE AND FLOODPLAIN QUALITY �NOTE: River Left (L) and Right (R) as looking downstream�

RIPARIAN WIDTH FLOODPLAIN QUALITY
 L   R (Per Bank)  L   R (Most Predominant per Bank)  L   R
� � Wide >10m � � Mature Forest, Wetland � � Conservation Tillage 

� � Moderate 5-10m � �
Immature Forest, Shrub or Old
Field � � Urban or Industrial 

� � Narrow <5m � � Residential, Park, New Field � �
Open Pasture, Row Crop

� � None � � Fenced Pasture � � Mining or Construction
COMMENTS______________________________________________________________________________________

FLOW REGIME (At Time of Evaluation) (Check ONLY one box):
� Stream Flowing � Moist Channel, isolated pools, no flow (Intermittent)
� Subsurface flow with isolated pools (Interstitial) � Dry channel, no  water (Ephemeral)

COMMENTS______________________________________________________________________________________

SINUOSITY (Number of bends per 61 m (200 ft) of channel) (Check ONLY one box):
� None � 1.0 � 2.0 � 3.0
� 0.5 � 1.5 � 2.5 � >3

STREAM GRADIENT ESTIMATE
� Flat (0.5 ft/100 ft)          � Flat to Moderate � Moderate (2 ft/100 ft) � Moderate to Severe              � Severe (10 ft/100 ft)

October 24, 2002  Revision         PHWH Form Page - 1

A + BSubstrate Percentage
Check

Hidden Creek Nursery - 3920 Scioto Darby Creek Rd.
05060001 0.94

200 40.01268 -83.11626
09/22/22 Kaminski Modified Class II PHWH (Intermittent)

0%
0%
0%
0%
15%
40%

25%
0%
0%
0%
15%
5%

5

20

2.17

Riparian areas include lawn and landscaped areas, and fill for parking

✔

low flow conditions

✔

✔

✔

✔

9
0.00%

14

100%

✔ 25

✔

20

59

✔ ✔

✔ ✔

✔



ADDITIONAL STREAM INFORMATION (This Information Must Also be Completed):

QHEI PERFORMED? - � Yes � No   QHEI Score __________ (If Yes, Attach Completed QHEI Form)

DOWNSTREAM DESIGNATED USE(S)
� WWH Name: ___________________________________________________________  Distance from Evaluated Stream _____________
� CWH Name: ___________________________________________________________  Distance from Evaluated Stream _____________
� EWH Name: ___________________________________________________________  Distance from Evaluated Stream _____________

MAPPING: ATTACH COPIES OF MAPS, INCLUDING THE ENTIRE WATERSHED AREA.  CLEARLY MARK THE SITE LOCATION

USGS Quadrangle Name:___________________________________   NRCS Soil Map Page:_______  NRCS Soil Map Stream Order ______

County: ___________________________________________   Township / City:__________________________________________________

MISCELLANEOUS

Base Flow Conditions? (Y/N):_______   Date of last precipitation:____________________       Quantity:_____________

Photograph Information: _______________________________________________________________________________________________   

Elevated Turbidity? (Y/N): _________       Canopy (% open): ____________   

Were samples collected for water chemistry? (Y/N): _______ (Note lab sample no. or id. and attach results) Lab Number:__________________

Field Measures: Temp (°C)_______ Dissolved Oxygen (mg/l) _________ pH (S.U.) ________ Conductivity (μmhos/cm) ________________

Is the sampling reach representative of the stream (Y/N)_____   If not, please explain:______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Additional comments/description of pollution impacts:________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BIOTIC  EVALUATION

Performed? (Y/N): ________ (If Yes, Record all observations.  Voucher collections optional.  NOTE: all voucher samples must be labeled with the site
ID number.  Inc lude appropriate field data sheets  from the Primary Headwater Habitat Assessment Manual)

Fish Observed? (Y/N)_____ Voucher? (Y/N)_____  Salamanders Observed? (Y/N)_____   Voucher? (Y/N)_____  
Frogs or Tadpoles Observed? (Y/N)____   Voucher? (Y/N)____  Aquatic Macroinvertebrates Observed? (Y/N)____   Voucher? (Y/N)____  

Comments Regarding Biology: _________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DRAWING AND NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF STREAM REACH (This must be completed):
Include important landmarks and other features of interest for site evaluation and a narrative description of the stream’s location

FLOW �

PHWH Form Page - 2
October 24, 2002  Revision

200' culvert
surface water observed within linear channel

gravel/fill

lawn

lawn

landscaping landscaping

culvert outlet

trees/brush

Northwest Columbus

Franklin Franklin / Columbus

Y 09/21/22 0.42

photos attached

N 60%
N

Y

N

N N N N

Y N N
N

✔

Save as pdf Reset Form



Field Reconnaissance Photos Dated September 22, 2022 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo 1 – Southeasterly (downstream) view along the assessed stream.  The 200’ evaluation area begins at the 
outfall of a culvert pipe in this location.  Note riparian areas to the left and right of the stream.   

 

Photo 2 – Northwesterly (upstream) view towards the beginning of the assessed stream.  The 200’ evaluation area 
begins at the outfall of the culvert pipe shown near the center of the photo.  

 



Field Reconnaissance Photos Dated September 22, 2022 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo 4 – Typical view of the assessed stream from the central part of the 200’ stream evaluation area.  

Photo 3 – Southeasterly (downstream) view along the assessed stream.  Flowing water was observed within a 
modified linear channel.   

 



Field Reconnaissance Photos Dated September 22, 2022 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo 6 – Northwesterly view of riparian areas adjacent to the west/southwest of the assessed stream.  

 

Photo 5 – Southeasterly (downstream) view of the assessed stream as it flows off-site to the southeast.   
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