Contact: The Southern Gateway Substance
Abuse Solutions Committee
Jo Anne St. Clair@ jastclair@columbus.gov
(614) 645-5220

THE SOUTH SIDE CELEBRATES RED RIBBON WEEK

More than 200 people are expected to participate in a community celebration on the city’s South Side in an effort to take a stand against drugs and other addictions.  The Southern Gateway Substance Abuse Solutions Committee invites the community to participate in Red Ribbon Week from October 23- 31.

This year’s Red Ribbon Community Celebration will be held on Saturday, October 25, from 3 p.m. to 7:30.  The event will kick off at the John Maloney Health & Wellness Center at 1905 Parsons Avenue. Community members will make posters for the “Celebration Walk” to Barack Community Recreation Center at 580 E. Woodrow Avenue.  At Barack, dinner will be served to walk participants.  Following dinner a free play, “Choices” sponsored by Mayor Michael B. Coleman’s APPS program and Maryhaven will be presented. 

The Red Ribbon Community Celebration is co-sponsored by the Southern Gateway Substance Abuse 
Solutions Committee, Maryhaven, Barack Community Recreation Center, and the APPS program.

“If we want to have a strong business district, we need a healthy workforce.  Red Ribbon Week 
encourages our entire community to adopt healthy, drug-free lifestyles,” said Bob Leighty, Executive
Director of the Parsons Avenue Merchants Association. “This creative campaign brings together 
parents, schools, civic organizations, and businesses.  Join us as we promote healthy families and a 
healthy workforce.”

The Red Ribbon symbolizes a continuing commitment to reducing the demand for illicit drugs in our 
Communities. In 1985, Drug Enforcement Administration Special Agent Enrique (Kiki) Camarena was 
killed by drug traffickers.  Shortly after his death, citizens from his hometown of Calexico, California
began wearing red ribbons to remember and commemorate his sacrifice. Congress established
Red Ribbon Week in 1988.

“Red Ribbon Week gives us the opportunity to be vocal and visible in our efforts to achieve a drug-free community,” said Ruth Bell, a member of the Southern Gateway Substance Abuse Solutions
Committee.  “Research shows that children are less likely to use alcohol and other drugs when parents
and other role models are clear and consistent in their opposition to substance use and abuse.  It
encourages our entire community to adopt healthy, drug-free lifestyles.”

Visit www.allthingssouth.org  for more information on the Community Celebration.  For more 
Information about Red Ribbon Week, visit www.getsmartaboutdrugs.com.
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