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 Columbus Art Commission 
Meeting Summary  

July 28, 2015 
50 W. Gay Street (Beacon Building) 

 
Commissioners Present: Diane Nance, David Barker, Barbara Nicholson, Sarah Rogers, Chip Santer, and Malcolm Cochran  
Commissioners Absent: DeeDee Glimcher 
Planning Division Staff: Lori Baudro, AICP  
 
I. Call to Order – 5:15 p. m. 

Chairman Nance welcomed guests and called the meeting to order. 
 
II. Next Scheduled Commission Business Meeting – September 9, 2015 at 8:30 a.m., King Arts Complex 
 
III. Next Scheduled Commission Hearing – September 22, 2015 at 5:00 p.m., 50 W. Gay Street (Beacon Building) 
 
IV. Approval of Meeting Minutes: 

• June 23, 2015 Approved 5-0-0 (Santer/Cochran) 
  

V. Applications  
 
CAC Application # 15-07-01 
Project:  Cynthia’s Compass 
Location: Right-of-Way on West North Broadway, between Milton and High Streets 
Applicant: Clintonville Historical Society 
 
Presenters: Mary Rodgers, Clintonville Historical Society 
  Agnes Burris, Artist, Clintonville 
 
The Clintonville Historical Society asked artist Agnes Burris to create an art proposal for Memory Lane, located along West North 
Broadway Street. The art is inspired by the story of Cynthia, who as a child assisted the efforts of her father, Jason Bull, a “conductor” on 
Ohio’s Underground Railroad. Artist, Agnes Burris, created a proposal for a silhouette inspired by Cynthia Bull to be cut out of notched 
slabs of granite and marble that will stand erect.  
 
Discussion: 
Rodgers presented the project and stated the Clintonville Historical Society approached Agnes Burris and requested she create a proposal 
for Memory Lane inspired by Clintonville’s role in in the Underground Railroad. Rodgers and the artist attended the May, June and July 
Clintonville Area Commission meetings and received no negative feedback. Two events have been held related to the project where the 
public was invited to meet the artist and view the display. The project is on display at the Whetstone Library. She stated that along Memory 
Lane, homeowners are maintaining a series of gardens with memorials; likewise, the proposed Cynthia’s Compass will be sited in a 
homeowner maintained garden. Burris stated she was drawn to the story of the child, Cynthia Bull and to two groups of people working 
together – slaves escaping to the north and people assisting the escape through the Underground Railroad. The granite of the artwork will 
be carved with the constellations that would have guided slaves northward. The marble will be carved with an 1842 map of Clintonville. 
The piece will be positioned with the granite aligned north/south and the marble east/west. The piece will be approximately 40-42” high 
and will be placed on a base that is five feet in diameter and will have information about Cynthia Bull and Clintonville’s roll in the 
Underground Railroad. Rogers stated that this artwork and the other Memory Lane memorials are predominantly for pedestrian viewing.   
 
The carvings of the constellations were well received, but the Commissioners felt that it was hard to conceptualize placement of the piece 
lacking a plan for the garden, siting the art, and photographs of the proposed location. Concern was expressed that it was a disservice to 
the artist not to consider vehicular views. The piece felt simple, one –dimensional, the static form does not show the difficulty of the 
actions or time. There were questions about how the stars will read with the marble intersecting the piece.  The artist said she may focus on 
the easily interpreted Big Dipper with the North Star. It was suggested that some known Clintonville locations be marked on the map, such 
as High Street, etc. It was suggested that they consider standing markers/signage for the text as carvings in the base can be easily covered 
over by leaves and dirt. Applicants have not yet been to the Department of Public Service for right of way review of the garden or 
sculpture. Applicant initially requested approval of design and placement of the art; the request was changed to conceptual approval. 
 
Action Requested: 
Approval of the design and placement of the Cynthia’s Compass sculpture and its installation on West North Broadway in  ROW, between 
Milton and High Street, per Code Chapter 3115.04 (B) 
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Commission Action: 
Motion made to table the project – Commissioners liked the idea of the project, but needed more information about the final 
design of the sculpture, the garden, placement of the art in the garden, the foundation, and how information about the project 
will be displayed. Applicants were asked to return with this information and to consider reorienting the piece so the black 
(granite) silhouette is moving north; and consider changing the shape of black (granite) silhouette. Approved (Santer/Cochran) 
5-0-0 (Chairman Nance did not vote) 
 
CAC Application # 15-07-02 
Project:  111 N. Front Street City of Columbus Administration Building (new build) 
Location: 111 N. Front Street 
Applicant: Schooley Caldwell Associates, Design Group, little INDUSTRIES on behalf of the Columbus Department of 

Finance and Management 
 
Presenters: Dave Bush, Deputy Director, Department of Finance and Management 

Robert Loversidge, FAIA, President/CEO, Schooley Caldwell Associates 
Michael Bongiorno, AIA, LEED AP BB +C Director, Designer, Design Group 
Sam Rosenthal, AIA, LEED AP, Schooley Caldwell Associates 
Adam Brouillette, Artist/Consultant, little INDUSTRIES 

 
111 N. Front Street is the newly designed City of Columbus Administrative building. Construction is scheduled to start in August 2015. 
The project was bid and in design before the Columbus Public Art Program was established by Executive Order in February 2015. It is the 
first capital budget funded project bid by any city department that required an artist be included on the project design team. The Mayor’s 
Office expressed an interest in featuring art by local artists in the design of the building. The design team awarded the project, Schooley 
Caldwell and Design Group, retained Adam Brouillette of little INDUSTRIES to work with them to identify project features/elements for 
art enhancement, and to identify locally-based artists to design integrated artworks for these features. 
 
Discussion: 
Dave Bush, Deputy Director, Director of Finance and Management introduced the project and the design team. Robert Loversidge, 
Principal, Schooley Caldwell, stated that they were taking a 1930’s approach to the building artwork whereby it is integral to the building 
itself and should not be transferable to other buildings.   The building will complete the Downtown City Hall Campus. Sam Rosenthal and 
Adam Brouillette introduced the art projects, which were also detailed in an art project portfolio provided to Commissioners and entered 
into record. Projects reviewed: 

1. Art Focal Wall (interior): artist, Christopher Burk, Subject - LeVeque Tower; 
2. Lobby Floor Insets (interior): artist, Dan Linden, Columbus Cut Maps; Subject - City of Columbus street grid; 
3. Walkway Markers(exterior): artist, Logan Schmitt, Subject – 20 great Columbus moments; 
4. Sunscreens (exterior): artist, Jonathan Rooney, Subject – various departments within the building; 
5. Photo Projects (interior): artists, Meghan Ralston and Kojo Kamau, Subject – development success stories and photo 

documentary of construction of 111 N. Front Street; 
6. Elevator Enclosures (interior): artist, Michael Guinane, Subject – Diego Rivera styled paintings turned into wall wraps showing 

City of Columbus employees doing jobs representative of Departments represented in buildings; 
7. Skylight Clerestory (interior): artist, Claire Smith, Subject – cloud in 3 floor clerestory; 
8. Rooftop Sculptures (exterior): artist, Walter Hermann, Subject – natural sculpted elements integrated with landscape; and  
9. Sister City Pillars (exterior): artist, Lisa McLymont, Subject – sculptural directional guideposts to Sister Cities. 

 
Contracts with Brouillette and artists will be held by Schooley Caldwell, lead architecture firm. The Mayor’s Office directed that local artists 
be selected for the project and Brouillette was retained to identify potential artists. The artists were paid on average $500 each for work to 
date, which was considered exploratory. Artists worked directly with and were paid by Little Industries (Brouillette). The art budget (artist 
fees) cited for the project was $74,000. A separate $5,500 has been spent on the exploratory proposals. It was stated that some of the art 
cost will be absorbed by budgeted building materials. Artists were told acceptance of work is not guaranteed and is subject to approval(s). 
Some of the art will be integrated into building construction. At the point artists are asked to complete their designs, additional design, 
fabrication and/or installation fees will be determined per artwork. Applicants reviewed each of the nine art projects with information 
about the artists, their thoughts regarding artist selection and ideas behind the project themes. 
 
Commissioners were happy that art is being intentionally integrated into an important civic building and felt it is a very exciting project. 
The artist budget was discussed and Commissioners stressed the need to pay artist equitably for their work. More clarity was desired on the 
matter of artist budget and fees. The style of Michael Guinane’s paintings were described as, “wonderful” and very favorably received. 
Concern was expressed about fabricating art as vinyl wall wraps around the elevator bays. It is too temporary an approach; it will peel. Aim 
for a more permanent material – mosaic or painting.  It was stressed that it would be better to do fewer projects well. Not sure that the 
clerestory sculpture reads clouds or Columbus. Overall, it seems that the team aimed high and included a lot of voices, but not all are at the 
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same level.  For a better approach to integrated art, it was recommended that the team go for fewer projects, very well done and “knock it 
out of the park.” The Judicial Center was cited as an example. The need for an art budget was stressed. The Commissioners strongly felt 
that artists need to be adequately compensated. Some of the work presented appears close to a finished product. A firm budget number for 
the art was requested.  Applicants were advised to understand artist intellectual property rights and clauses. It was noted that this is setting 
precedence setting project. Models of Walter Hermann and Claire Smith’s proposal designs were requested, as well as a three dimensional 
rendering of Sister City Pillars or at least examples of the artist’s sculptural work. The possibility of a curated photography wall of 
temporary photographs was sugested. 
 
Action Requested: 
Conceptual Approval of the design and placement of art within the 111 N. Front Street City Administration building (new build) per 
Columbus Code Chapter 3115.03 (A) and 3115.04 (A) & (B) 
 
Commission Action: 
Motion to conceptually approve the design and placement of the art presented within the 111 N. Front Street Administration 
Building (new build) as a package, with the understanding that the applicants will return to individually present the projects 
with greater detail and a time line for completion.  Approved (Santer/Rogers) 6-0-0  
 
IV. Other Business 

• Public 
o Discovery Special Improvement District briefing on planned NEA Our Town Grant application. Marc Conte, 

Deputy Director, Capital Crossroads and Discovery District Special Improvement Districts 
 
Conte briefed the Commission on the Discovery District SID’s desire to submit a grant application to the NEA’s 
Our Town Program. The purpose is to give the district a better sense of place. The goal is $300,000. The SID has 
set-aside some funding and will raise more for implementation. The grant money will be used to fund a design team, 
including artists to lead a placemaking effort. They envision a series of workshops that will have artists participating 
to visualize the ideas. They hope to develop a template that can be used by other neighborhoods. GCAC is a 
Partner and the Mayor will be providing a letter of support. The CAC was asked to supply a letter of support and 
Commissioners agreed. 
 

• Public Art Program/Staff  
o Adinkra Signage – Kwanzaa Playground, Queen Brooks, artist 

Baudro referred Commissioners to the preliminary idea sketched by Queen Brooks to create a “translator tree” to 
explain the Adinkra symbols represented in the park. Commission approval was requested to enter into a design 
contract with Brooks to provide an artist fee for her to complete a full design proposal. 
 
Commission Action:  
Motion to enter into contract ($1,000) with Queen Brooks for her to develop a design proposal for 
interpretive signage explaining the meaning of Adinkra symbols used in art at Kwanza Playground. 
Approved (Santer/Nicholson) 6-0-0 
 

• Commissioners 
 
V. Adjournment   
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