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What Columbus Public Health is Doing
Columbus Public Health is monitoring our community for 
monkeypox cases, conducting contact tracing, and providing 
prevention education to high risk communities, healthcare 
providers and the general public. We are working with state and 
federal partners on next steps and will offer preventative vaccines 
to those most at risk as it becomes available. 

What It Is and How It 
Spreads
While uncommon, monkeypox 
is circulating in the U.S., 
including central Ohio. It is 
caused by a virus that spreads 
through close, skin-to-skin 
intimate contact or during 
sex. It also can spread through 
kissing and contact with sheets, 
towels and other objects.

Symptoms
Monkeypox starts with flu-
like symptoms with a fever, 
followed by a rash or sores.

How to Prevent 
Monkeypox
• If you feel sick or 

have any rashes or 
sores, do not attend 
any gatherings and 
see a healthcare 
provider.

• Avoid any rashes 
or sores you see on 
others and minimize 
skin-to-skin contact 
when possible.

• If you think you have 
monkeypox or been 
exposed to someone 
who does, contact a 
healthcare provider 
or public health 
clinic immediately.

Testing for Monkeypox 
If you have symptoms of monkeypox, you should see 
a healthcare provider for testing. If you do not have a 
provider, call Columbus Public Health at 614-646-7774 
to make an appointment to get tested. You should 
only get tested if you have a rash or sores.

What about Vaccines?
Vaccines are very limited nationwide. Columbus Public 
Health is working with community partners and local 
healthcare providers to offer the vaccine to those 
most at risk as quickly as possible when the vaccine 
becomes available. To learn more about current local 
vaccine supply, call 614-645-1519, email 
monkeypox@columbus.gov or visit 
columbus.gov/monkeypox. 

Learn More
• columbus.gov/monkeypox
• cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/

sexualhealth/social.html
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