
Columbus Public Health protects the health 
and improves the lives of nearly 1 

million Columbus and Worthington 
residents through more than 40 
diverse programs. Together with 
our community partners, we are 

working to address the opiate 
epidemic, reduce infant deaths and 

prevent the spread of disease, so all residents are 
empowered to live healthier, safer lives. I am proud 
to share highlights of our work from 2016.  
 - Teresa C. Long, MD, MPH, Health Commissioner

Columbus is America’s opportunity city – and Columbus 
Public Health is helping us create a city that 

provides opportunities for active living, 
healthy local foods, chronic disease 
prevention, and access to  quality, 
affordable health care. CPH is a nationally 

accredited leader that identifies health 
priorities, mobilizes resources and ensures 

conditions in which ALL residents in every neighborhood 
can be healthy.

  - Andrew J. Ginther, Mayor

Columbus Public Health 
2016 Annual Report

Our Mission: Protect Health and Improve Lives 

144,764 WIC 
clinic visits for healthy 
foods and nutrition education

1,120 pack ‘n plays
distributed for infants without 
a safe sleep surface  

853 infant/child 
car seats distributed

Improving the Health of Mothers, Babies & Families
In support of the CelebrateOne initiative, we are helping all babies live to celebrate their first birthdays by improving all areas that impact 
health. Our community’s goal is to reduce infant mortality by 40% and cut the racial disparity in half. 2016 Highlights: 

90 public presentations and displays 
provided on the ABCs of Safe Sleep

374 residents trained to be Safe Sleep 
Ambassadors

24 residents from 8 neighborhoods 
trained as Connector Corps community 
health workers 

Ladies in Ministry Coalition organized 
to raise awareness of infant mortality 
among African American women and 
families  

3,477 home visits provided to 1,881 
families with a newborn 

294 families with fetal or infant loss 
offered support and service referrals

Long-acting reversible contraception 
(LARC) insertions increased 60%

3,385 pregnant and 2,265 breastfeeding 
women received breastfeeding support 

2,851 women’s health visits completed

20% 
of kids 
are food 
insecure.

165 
babies died 
before their 1st 
birthday.

25% 
of adults 
smoke.

65%
of adults are 
overweight or 
obese.

Nearly 

1 Person 
dies from an opiate 
overdose per day.
 

State of Our Community’s Health:



1,948 walkers
participated in 21 Columbus 
Art Walks and Landmark Talks

1,300 residents
and stakeholders engaged in a 
new Local Food Action Plan 

5,583 students
introduced to Safe Routes to 
Schools programming at 20 
Columbus City Schools

Reducing Chronic Diseases
We are combating obesity and chronic diseases through active living features such as protected bike lanes, CoGo stations, 
walking maps, community gardens and farmers markets. 2016 Highlights:  

3,843 more residents provided Smoke-
Free Housing options through 1,281 units

12,985 individuals in local businesses 
provided healthier vending and active 
living policies

5,725 residents participated in 3 CPH 
farmers markets

10,000 pounds of produce harvested 
from 26 supported community gardens 

3,309 children at child care centers 
provided healthier menus and more 
physical activity

223 rezoning & variance applications 
reviewed for active living features

6,176 students
received vaccines in schools

16,829 inspections 
conducted of food service and 
retail food establishments  

17,927 standing 
water locations
inspected to prevent Zika and 
other mosquito-borne diseases

Preventing the Spread of Infectious Diseases
We work with local emergency responders, health care providers and community organizations to stop the spread of deadly diseases and 
protect health. 2016 Highlights: 

111 outbreaks investigated, including the 
largest Crypto outbreak in Ohio history

9,645 reported infectious diseases 
investigated

1,030 domesticated animals quarantined 
or tested for rabies

52,819 acres sprayed to eliminate 
disease-carrying mosquitoes

2,229 inspections of pools, spas & spray 
parks conducted to keep water safe

8,588 clients received clinical sexual 
health services

185 food illness reports investigated

6,664 HIV & 7,188 syphilis tests provided 

180,000 labs conducted for in-house 
clients and community organizations

29,070 immunizations given to protect 
residents from preventable diseases

5,919 Direct Observation Treatment visits 
conducted for people with active TB

2,558 retail food service workers trained 
on food safety principles

719 meningococcal vaccines given to 
fulfill new school requirements

2,340 clients served through the Ryan 
White Part A program

14,598 people
received alcohol and drug 
prevention services

7,290 requests 
fulfilled for interpretation 
services  

31,700 resources
provided to 11,427 
community members

Lowering Disparities to Achieve Health Equity
Good health is more than health care. Jobs, education, access to care, housing, safety and where you live all play a role. As a result, health 
disparities – or differences – occur among different groups of people in our community. We are working to achieve health equity so all 
residents have similar or fair opportunities for good health. 2016 Highlights: 

42 Health Advisory Committee meetings 
coordinated for 300+ participants 
The Columbus CARE Coalition 
developed to provide hope and healing to 
individuals, families and neighborhoods 
experiencing trauma
516 health-related surveys collected from 
Columbus residents
199 Community Education, Screenings & 
Linkage events coordinated
Leader in LGBTQ Healthcare Equality 
designation received from the Human 
Rights Campaign 
Embracing Health Equity training series 
held for 220 participants 

1,899 walkers joined 60 Walk With a Doc 
neighborhood walking clubs

5 community bike rides held with safety 
information and bike light distribution

$13,000 raised from first Farm to Fork 
event to support new community gardens

1,226 residents
provided health care 
enrollment assistance



Advancing Health through Public Policy
Advances in public health and the policies we support have contributed to unprecedented improvements in health such as a U.S. life 
expectancy that increased 62% from 47.3 years in 1900 to 76.8 in 2000. Encouraging healthy behavior and shaping it through regulatory 
action has become an increasingly important public health tool. 2016 Highlights: 

Addressing the Opiate Epidemic
One person dies every day in our community from an opiate overdose. The average number of overdoses in local hospitals has jumped 
from 7 to 12 per day -- and the number of Narcan doses provided by Columbus EMS has doubled. Columbus Public Health is helping 
lead a multifaceted community response by: collecting and reporting data to understand the epidemic; educating residents on the 
dangers of opiates and available resources; providing comprehensive harm reduction programs; improving access to naloxone; and, 
advocating for expanded and coordinated treatment services. 2016 Highlights: 

SafePoint at Equitas Health launched to provide a comprehensive harm 
reduction program focusing on:

• Risk reduction screening, counseling and treatment referrals
• Syringe access and disposal
• HIV/Hep C testing and linkage to care
• Overdose prevention education and access to naloxone

Opiate Overdose Surge Notification Team developed to 
monitor emergency runs and ER visits 24/7 to protect the community. 

Local:
Tobacco 21

The City of Columbus passed legislation 
in November 2016 making it illegal to 
sell tobacco products and paraphernalia 
to people under the age of 21. Tobacco 
21 will help reduce the number of new 
smokers that become addicted to 
tobacco by up to 97%.

State: 
Bike Lanes

The State of Ohio passed legislation 
that requires three feet of safe passing 
distance between a motor vehicle and 
a bicycle. While Columbus has had this 
protection in place for several years, CPH 
advocated for statewide passage to offer 
consistency, increase the safety of active 
transportation, and decrease fatal and 
injury crashes involving bicycles. 

Federal:
Opiate Crisis

Congress passed legislation aimed at 
addressing the opiate crisis that included 
key policy changes to support life-saving 
medication-assisted treatment and 
gathering critical data to track and assist 
drug dependent newborns and their 
families. 

Monitoring the Community’s Health Status
We aim to be a leader in monitoring and identifying public health priorities and mobilizing resources and community partnerships to 
address them. 2016 Highlights: 

Produced and published:
• Quarterly reports on syphilis, opiates and infant mortality
• Monthly reports on infant mortality
• Weekly reports on opiates, Zika, Crypto and influenza
• Daily reports on Zika and Crypto
• Several annual or multi-year reports, including reportable diseases, STIs, community 

health indicators, syphilis and CelebrateOne

Reviewed 140 pediatric deaths to understand and inform our 
community’s efforts on child fatalities

Preparing 
for and 
Responding to 
Emergencies

Worked with hospital 
systems, media & partners
to educate and protect the public from Zika

Produced 4 Preparedness 
Partner webinars on Terrorism, the 
Opiate Crisis, Cybersecurity, and Behavioral 
Health and Disaster Response to train 1,400 
registrants from the U.S. and 6 other countries  
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DRUG OVERDOSE 
EPIDEMIC
Central Ohio is experiencing a drug epidemic. This 
quarterly report provides a snapshot of the most up-to-
date data on drug overdose treatment and infectious 
disease in Franklin County. 

HARM REDUCTION PROGRAM
Columbus Public Health, in collaboration with other 
community partners, has launched a comprehensive Harm Reduction Program to lessen the impact of addiction 
to heroin and other opiates. This partnership is working to save lives, help people recover and stop the spread of 
disease through drug abuse prevention education, counseling, testing, and access to syringes and naloxone. These 
efforts are expected to have many positive impacts such as lowering rates of blood borne diseases like HIV and 
Hepatitis C, keeping used syringes off the streets, and connecting people in crisis with substance use services. 
Learn more at www.columbus.gov/harm. 

In Franklin County, 
there was a

from unintentional drug 
overdoses from 2003 to 2015.

UNINTENTIONAL DRUG OVERDOSE DEATHS
Unintentional drug overdose deaths are on the rise. This section includes data on rates of unintentional overdose 
deaths in Ohio and Franklin County.

AGE-ADJUSTED DEATH RATE FROM 
UNINTENTIONAL DRUG OVERDOSE BY 
YEAR, 2011-2015 

Chart Title: Age-adjusted Rate of Unintentional Drug Overdose Deaths,
Franklin County and Ohio, 2011-2015

Year Ohio Franklin County
2011 15.4 17.0
2012 17.0 15.6
2013 18.7 15.7
2014 22.7 15.1
2015 27.7 21.4
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DRUG OVERDOSE DEATHS
Nearly 300* Franklin County 
residents died from unintentional 
drug overdoses in 2016, surpassing the 
number of deaths in 2015. 

*2016 mortality data is preliminary.

ANNUAL SUMMARY OF 

REPORTABLE 
DISEASES 
2015
Columbus & Franklin County, Ohio

We ensure the community 
is protected from disease 
and other public health 
threats by analyzing health 
indicators, investigating 
infectious diseases and 
implementing public 
health interventions. 
2016 Highlights: 



Mary Ellen Wewers, PhD, MPH, RN
Professor Emerita  
College of Public Health, The Ohio State 
University

2016 Board of Health

Karen S. Days, MBA
President
The Center for Family Safety and Healing

Stephen P. Samuels, JD
Frost Brown Todd LLC 
Columbus Office

Augustus G. Parker III, MD
Medical Director
Molina Healthcare of Ohio

Karen Jefferson Morrison, JD, MS
President, OhioHealth Foundation 
Senior Vice President, External Affairs

Mayor Andrew J. Ginther
President, Ex-Officio

2016 Budget 

Want 
More?
Find us online.

General Fund Subsidy
$23,157,767 (43%)

Other Fees
$480,635 (1%) Environmental Health Fees

$3,604,173 (7%)

Clinic Fees
$2,809,783 (5%)

Grants
$22,267,208 (42%)

2016 Total Receipts (By Source) - $53,609,251

Vital Statistics
$1,289,685 (2%)

Personnel
$36,849,883 (71%)

Materials & Supplies
$1,414,637 (3%)

Services for Operations
$8,852,941 (17%)

2016 Total Expenditures (By Category) - $52,024,177

Other Disbursements & 
Capital Outlay 
$299,570 (1%) 

Support for Neighborhood 
Health Centers
$4,607,146 (9%)

Visit our web site for local health 
data, program details, and more.
www.publichealth.columbus.gov

/ColumbusPublicHealth

/ColumbusHealth

/ColumbusPublicHealth

Connect with us on 
social media to find out 
what’s happening now. 

4,946 health 
screenings provided at 
community sites

330 neighborhood 
residents participated in
outreach and enrollment events 
through the Access to Care Coalition

Increasing Access to Health Care
Increasing residents’ access to quality, affordable health care is one of the ways we protect health and improve lives. 2016 Highlights: 

865 people received 
addiction counseling, including 
157 served for opiate addiction

13,764 dental 
sealants placed on 
4,055 children 

22,603

12,433

births registered in 
Franklin County in 2016

deaths registered in 
Franklin County in 2016

Did You 
Know...

The Employee Assistance 
Program provided Critical 
Incident Stress Response/
Intervention directly to non-
uniformed city employee 
groups following a crisis.

Columbus Public Health is 
nationally accredited and 
has an Office of Planning 
& Quality Improvement to 
continually improve services 
to residents.


