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psouhrada@dispatch.com

Newsroom fax ..............614-461-7580
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Darrel Rowland ............614-461-5132
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Fax ..............................614-469-6139

CONTACT US

TRASH COLORS
Today ...........................................gray
Thursday ..................................... navy
Friday......................holiday; no pickup
Monday....................................... pink
Tuesday....................................... ruby

c Find your recycling and yard-waste
day at http://tinyurl.com/lpkqywf or
by calling 614-645-3111.

Newsletters via email
Don’t want to miss a headline? Then
sign up for our daily email news-
letters. “Today’s Headlines” greets
you in the morning, and “Afternoon
Update” will fill you in on news we
report later in the day. Keep up with
Blue Jackets or Buckeyes news with
our sports newsletters, and decide
what to see this weekend with
“Movie Insider.” Just sign up at
Dispatch.com/newsletters.

TOP PICK
ONLINE

OHIO LOTTERY
Numbers for Tuesday, Dec. 29

MEGA MILLIONS

20 25 55 62 74
MEGA BALL

7
MEGAPLIER

3

ROLLING CASH 5

14 19 21 34 36

DAYTIME PICK 3

3 9 4
NIGHTTIME PICK 3

6 1 9

DAYTIME PICK 4

9 1 4 6
NIGHTTIME PICK 4

4 2 1 8
DAYTIME PICK 5

9 2 5 6 1
NIGHTTIME PICK 5

3 8 8 8 4

c For results of past drawings, see
Dispatch.com/lottery or call the
lottery’s hotline at 1-800-589-6446.

The Association of Inde-
pendent Colleges and Uni-
versities of Ohio usually
emails us a “Graph of the
Week” to share facts and
figures that put independent
(private, nonprofit) schools in
their best light.

Most weeks, it’s something
like total scholarship dollars
awarded to students (inde-
pendent schools give more),
default rates on student loans
(independent schools’ are
lower) and such.

As the end of the year ap-
proaches, the association has
developed a bit of bowl-sea-
son fever: The University of
Mount Union’s Dec. 18 victory
in the Stagg Bowl, giving the
Alliance school its 12th Divi-
sion III national champion-
ship, inspired a Graph of the
Week titled “College Football
Championships Won By Ohio
colleges and universities,”
comparing the total wins by
state schools vs. those by
independents.

You guessed it: Ohio’s inde-
pendent schools are winning-
er, with 21 national titles in
their respective divisions vs.
15 for state schools.

In the public-school cate-
gory, Ohio State University,
Central State and Youngstown
State dominate, with six titles
for OSU and four each for the
other two.

No other school, public or
private, compares with Mount
Union, which has won eight
championships just since
2000.

. . .
Seventeen Ohio colleges

and universities will be able
to offer more help to victims
of sexual assault, thanks to
$1.2 million in grants an-
nounced Tuesday by state
Attorney General Mike
DeWine.

The grants, which come
from $3 million DeWine set
aside in funding from the
federal Victims of Crime Act,
will pay for advocates to help
victims, forensic testing work,
support for victims, mental-
health counseling and aware-
ness campaigns.

One of the larger awards,
$196,791, will go to Ohio State
University, which plans to use
it to hire three new sexual-

violence-program coordina-
tors and to pay for services
for students who are sexually
assaulted while studying
abroad.

Columbus State Communi-
ty College was granted
$148,093 to add two victim
advocates plus administrative
support.

Other schools receiving
grants include Bowling Green,
Cincinnati, Kent State, Miami,
Toledo, Urbana and Wilming-
ton.

Some rape-crisis agencies
applied directly for grants to
serve certain schools. Those
are: Compass Inc. (the Tusca-
rawas County Regional Cam-
pus of Kent State); Crime
Victim Services of Lima
(Bluffton, Ohio State-Lima,
the University of Northwest-
ern Ohio and Rhodes State);
the Domestic Violence Shelter
Inc. (Ohio State-Mansfield
and North Central State Col-
lege); and the Rape Crisis
Center of Medina and Sum-
mit Counties (Akron).

. . .
Now that the school year is

about half over and young-
sters undoubtedly are getting
antsy during winter break,
parents might be wondering
how their kids can spend
their next lengthy break from
school.

Columbus’ Recreation and
Parks Department will hold
registration for its summer
camps online again in spring
2016. But in an attempt to
avoid the glitches and frustra-
tion that parents faced last
March during the rush to
register, the department is
dividing its registration into
two different times.

Parents can register for the
outdoor education camps —
Indian Village, Camp Terra,
Camp Terra Preschool and
Camp Walnut — beginning at
7 p.m. on March 17.

Registration opens for the
other camps, including the
recreation-center camps and
camps for sports, arts, ther-
apeutic, public safety and
health, at 10 a.m. on March
19.

“By splitting the regis-
tration, we hope to reduce
the amount of traffic on
Activenet that we have been
experiencing in the past, thus
allowing for a better regis-
tration experience for our
customers,” the department
says on its website.

More information can be
found at https://columbus
.gov/recreationandparks/.
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Mount Union real king of football in Ohio?

Education Insider
Bill Bush and Mary

Mogan Edwards
////////////////////////////

Holiday
closings
New Year’s Day is on
Friday. Because of the
holiday:
c Mail will not be deliver-
ed.
c Parking meters in Colum-
bus will be free.
c City, county, state and
federal offices will be
closed.
c All Columbus Metropoli-
tan Library branches will
be closed on Thursday and
Friday.
c There will be no trash
collection in Columbus. The
trash-color collection
schedule will rotate one
weekday forward until the
next holiday, which will be
Martin Luther King Jr. Day,
Jan. 18.
c Rumpke curbside recy-
cling and yard-waste col-
lection for the city of Co-
lumbus will be delayed by
one day. Friday’s collection
will be on Saturday.
c COTA buses will operate
on a Sunday schedule.
c Columbus City Schools
and most other districts
will be closed.
c Columbus State Commu-
nity College and Ohio State
University will be closed.

Timber sales from Ohio’s
state forests generated 16 per-
cent more cash for schools
and local governments in
fiscal year 2015 than in 2014,
according to new numbers
from the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources.

The agency splits the mon-
ey it earns on certain timber
sales from state forests, keep-
ing about 35 percent for itself
after expenses and sending
65 percent back to the coun-
ties, townships and school
districts where timber was
harvested.

That profit-sharing ar-
rangement only applies to
trees that timber companies
actually cut down in state
forests. It doesn’t apply to
wood “products” generated
by the department — things
such as lumber or logs.

In 2015, the state collected
about $3.7 million in timber
sales and sent nearly $2.1 mil-
lion to local governments.

“It’s our opportunity to give
back to local communities, to
benefit the students and the
counties,” said Stephanie
Leis, an ODNR spokes-
woman.

Despite the increase in
revenue, the amount of tim-
ber harvested from Ohio’s
state forests dropped by
about 100,000 board feet this
year compared with 2014,
according to records from the
department.

Greg Guess, deputy chief of
the Ohio Division of Forestry,
said that difference could be
because timber prices are up,
or because wood harvested in
previous years was paid for
this year.

Joe Hazelbaker, founder
and interim director of the
Buckeye Forest Council, an
environmental advocacy
group, said that timber sales
harm state forests’ viability as
tourist destinations.

“There are several studies
throughout the United States
that suggest that quality of
life and the attractiveness of
an area is increased sub-
stantially by protected public
lands,” Hazelbaker said.

“That’s where people want
to remain. That’s where peo-
ple want to live.”

ODNR has come under fire
in recent years from advocacy
groups over clear-cutting, a
practice that leaves wide
swaths of forests bare. Con-
servationists say they worry

the practice destroys old-
growth trees, harms forest
ecosystems and removes
habitats for protected wildlife
species.

“(People) don’t want to live
next to clear cuts. They don’t
want to vacation next to clear
cuts,” Hazelbaker said. “And
that is increasingly what the
Division of Forestry is giving
Ohioans.”

The agency allowed timber
harvesting on about 2,300
acres of state forest land in
2015, down from 2,600 acres
in 2014. Fifteen school dis-
tricts received funds from
timber sales in 2015, ranging
from about $1,200 to
$127,000.

“So often areas that are
state forest ... (are) state forest
because they were aban-
doned lands or low-value
lands to start with, and a lot
of those areas are some of the
poorest areas of the state,”
Guess said. “And since our
school districts are heavily
funded by the local tax base,
and since that state forest
land is not taxed at all, this is
how these communities
benefit from having a state
forest.”
larenschield@dispatch.com

@larenschield
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Timber sales generate more
money for local communities
By Laura Arenschield
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