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July 9, 2012

Mr. Jonathan C. Beard

Columbus Coalition for Responsive Government
1051 E. Main Street

Columbus, OH 43205

Dear Mr. Beard:

On Monday, July 9, 2012, Columbus City Council passed Ordinance 1585-2012, and as:a result, the
proposed amendment to the City Charter advanced by the Columbus Coalition for Responsive
Government will not be placed on the November 2012 ballot due to insufficient valid signatures.

City Council has taken great steps to ensure the integrity of the democratic process, and to protect your
right to amend the Charter. However, with every right comes responsibility. Your petition failed to meet
the minimum requirements for a citizen initiated Charter amendment to be placed on the ballot,
containing more than 10,000 fewer valid signatures than necessary to place the issue before voters.

Now that the legal sufficiency of the petition signatures has been determined, we wish to share with you
City Council’s opposition to your proposed charter amendment.

Columbus is a great city. Our economy is bouncing back faster and stronger than any other city in Ohio,
and we have the lowest unemployment rate in the state. In fact, we have been recognized among the 20
strongest economies coming out of the recession, and as the best city in the Midwest for job growth.’
City Council is working hard to maintain that momentum, and to continue to grow the Columbus
economy through an unprecedented investment in economic development and with a renewed focus
on small businesses.

Columbus continues to provide a great quality of life for residents of all ages, and of all walks of life.
Business Week named Columbus the #1 place in Ohio to raise children." We are a top destination for
young adults in the Midwest, and Forbes named Columbus the #1 most affordable place to retire.” This
is a tribute to our safe, healthy and strong neighborhoods supported by City Council’s continued
investment in neighborhood infrastructure projects, community-based safety initiatives and important
city services like curbside recycling, graffiti removal, our recreation centers and swimming pools.



Columbus is also a city that embraces diversity, and continues to grow as those we weicome to our
hometown to visit often choose to stay. We were named among the 15 most immigrant-friendly cities in
America, the 2011 “Up-and-Coming LGBT City” and BET’s #2 city in the U.S. for African American
Families."

All of this — and so much more — has been possible because of the effective partnership between City
Council, Mayor Coleman, Auditor Dorrian, City Attorney Pfeiffer, and the hundreds of Columbus
residents who volunteer their time, energy and talent on our Area Commissions and in our civic and
business associations. Columbus works because we work together.

Your proposed charter amendment would threaten our positive momentum by limiting the power of
citizens, disenfranchising our diverse community, and creating a dysfunctional Council that is no longer
focused on moving every neighborhood and our City, as a whole, forward.

Currently, Councilmembers serve the entire city. Each of us is equally accountable to every single voter
at every single election. We are deeply concerned about a proposal that would expand city government
while at the same time, strip voters of the long-held right to vote for ALL Councilmembers.

One of Columbus’ greatest strengths is our open, inclusive and diverse community. That diversity is
reflected on City Council, where the voters of our entire City have elected women, minority and LGBT
members of Council. Much recent study shows that wards can actually decrease minority voter
participation, as well as the quality and quantity of minority representation. Research also shows that,
since the 1970s, minority representation has grown fastest in cities with at-large City Councils.”

We are equally concerned that wards — even in a mixed system — would lead to horse-trading, gridlock,
political infighting, and narrowly-focused policies that would pit neighborhoods against each other to
the detriment of our City as a whole. That is a risk we cannot afford to take.”

There is great diversity among the 30 largest cities in America because each has a unique history and a
unique set of opportunities and challenges. Our commonly-referenced peer cities have tried a variety of
government forms. Indianapolis is part of a city/county council. Portland has a city commission, where
commissioners make policy and manage departments. Charlotte has a city manager/council
government. Seattle has an at-large council like Columbus. There is no one right way, but we know the
Columbus way is working.

Moving forward, Columbus City Council will continue to focus on the needs of our entire community,
knowing that we are accountable to every citizen, neighborhood, and area of our City.

Sincerely,
ndrew J. Gig A. Troy Miller, President Pro Tem
Columbus Cft Columbus City Council
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