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Chart 1 displays the U.S. Census Bureau estimated populations of the 30 U.S. municipalities 
used in the research. 
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Data Table: Population 

Municipality Population 
San Antonio, TX    1,409,019  

Austin, TX       885,400  
Indianapolis/Marion Co, IN       843,393  
Jacksonville/Duval Co, FL       842,583  

Columbus, OH       822,553  
Charlotte/Mecklenburg Co, NC       792,862  

Fort Worth, TX       792,727  
Detroit, MI       688,701  
El Paso, TX       674,433  

Memphis, TN       653,450  
Seattle, WA       652,405  

Denver/Denver Co, CO       649,495  
Nashville/Davidson Co, TN       634,464  

Baltimore/Baltimore Co, MD       622,104  
Oklahoma City, OK       610,613  

Louisville/Jefferson Co, KY       609,893  
Milwaukee, WI       599,164  

Albuquerque, NM       556,495  
Kansas, City, MO       467,007  

Atlanta, GA       447,841  
Raleigh, NC       431,746  

Minneapolis, MN       400,070  
Cleveland, OH       390,113  
St Louis, MO       318,416  
Lexington, KY       308,428  
Pittsburgh, PA       305,841  
Cincinnati, OH       297,517  

Toledo, OH       282,313  
Akron, OH       198,100  

Dayton, OH       143,355  
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Table 1 displays the U.S. 
Census Bureau estimated 

populations of the 30 U.S. 
municipalities used in the 

research. 
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Chart 2 displays the base salaries of all chief executives (mayors and city managers). 



Data Table: Mayor & City Manager Base Salary 

Municipality 
Base Salary 

(Mayor) 
Base Salary  

(City Manager) Median 
San Antonio, TX  $61,725.00  $355,000.00 $137,616 
Fort Worth, TX  $29,000.00  $315,000.00 $137,616 

Austin, TX  $82,387.00  $297,189.40 $137,616 
Charlotte/Mecklenburg Co, 

NC  $23,806.56  $245,000.00 $137,616 
Cincinnati, OH  $131,399.11  $244,999.99 $137,616 

Oklahoma City, OK  $24,000.00  $242,187.12 $137,616 
El Paso, TX  $45,000.00  $239,000.00 $137,616 
Raleigh, NC  $9,079.20  $223,600.00 $137,616 

Kansas, City, MO  $123,156.00  $209,103.00 $137,616 
Dayton, OH  $45,344.00  $159,993.60 $137,616 
Akron, OH  $154,668.80  $137,616 

Albuquerque, NM  $103,854.00  $137,616 
Atlanta, GA  $184,000.00  $137,616 

Baltimore/Baltimore Co, MD  $167,449.00  $137,616 
Cleveland, OH  $136,758.46  $137,616 
Columbus, OH  $172,981.00  $137,616 

Denver/Denver Co, CO  $155,211.00  $137,616 
Detroit, MI  $166,487.00  $137,616 

Indianapolis/Marion Co, IN  $95,000.00  $137,616 
Jacksonville/Duval Co, FL  $138,473.52  $137,616 

Lexington, KY  $120,574.22  $137,616 
Louisville/Jefferson Co, KY  $117,328.12  $137,616 

Memphis, TN  $170,817.12  $137,616 
Milwaukee, WI  $147,335.76  $137,616 

Minneapolis, MN  $110,913.00  $137,616 
Nashville/Davidson Co, TN  $136,500.00  $137,616 

Pittsburgh, PA  $107,500.00  $137,616 
Seattle, WA  $183,034.00  $137,616 
St Louis, MO  $131,820.00  $137,616 
Toledo, OH  $122,400.00  $137,616 
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Table 2 displays the base 
salaries of all chief 

executives (mayors and city 
managers). 
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Chart 3 displays the per capita base salaries of all mayors. 



Data Table: Mayor Per Capita Base Salary 

Municipality 
Per Capita 

Base Salary Median 
Akron, OH $0.78 $0.25 

Cincinnati, OH $0.44 $0.25 
Toledo, OH $0.43 $0.25 

St Louis, MO $0.41 $0.25 
Atlanta, GA $0.41 $0.25 

Lexington, KY $0.39 $0.25 
Cleveland, OH $0.35 $0.25 
Pittsburgh, PA $0.35 $0.25 

Dayton, OH $0.32 $0.25 
Seattle, WA $0.28 $0.25 

Minneapolis, MN $0.28 $0.25 
Baltimore/Baltimore Co, MD $0.27 $0.25 

Memphis, TN $0.26 $0.25 
Kansas, City, MO $0.26 $0.25 
Milwaukee, WI $0.25 $0.25 

Detroit, MI $0.24 $0.25 
Denver/Denver Co, CO $0.24 $0.25 

Nashville/Davidson Co, TN $0.22 $0.25 
Columbus, OH $0.21 $0.25 

Louisville/Jefferson Co, KY $0.19 $0.25 
Albuquerque, NM $0.19 $0.25 

Jacksonville/Duval Co, FL $0.16 $0.25 
Indianapolis/Marion Co, IN $0.11 $0.25 

Austin, TX $0.09 $0.25 
El Paso, TX $0.07 $0.25 

San Antonio, TX $0.04 $0.25 
Fort Worth, TX $0.04 $0.25 

Oklahoma City, OK $0.04 $0.25 
Charlotte/Mecklenburg Co, NC $0.03 $0.25 

Raleigh, NC $0.02 $0.25 
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Table 3 displays the per 
capita base salaries of all 

mayors. 
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Chart 4 displays the per capita base salaries of all chief executives (mayors and city 
managers). 



Data Table: Mayor & City Manager Per Capita Base Salary 

Municipality 
Per Capita Base 
Salary (Mayor) 

Per Capita Base 
Salary (City Manager) Median 

Dayton, OH  $0.32  $1.12 0.28 
Cincinnati, OH  $0.44  $0.82 0.28 

Raleigh, NC  $0.02  $0.52 0.28 
Kansas, City, MO  $0.26  $0.45 0.28 
Fort Worth, TX  $0.04  $0.40 0.28 

Oklahoma City, OK  $0.04  $0.40 0.28 
El Paso, TX  $0.07  $0.35 0.28 
Austin, TX  $0.09  $0.34 0.28 

Charlotte/Mecklenburg Co, NC  $0.03  $0.31 0.28 
Akron, OH  $0.78  $0.28 0.28 

San Antonio, TX  $0.04  $0.25 0.28 
Atlanta, GA  $0.41  0.28 
Seattle, WA  $0.28  0.28 

Columbus, OH  $0.21  0.28 
Memphis, TN  $0.26  0.28 

Baltimore/Baltimore Co, MD  $0.27  0.28 
Detroit, MI  $0.24  0.28 

Denver/Denver Co, CO  $0.24  0.28 
Milwaukee, WI  $0.25  0.28 

Jacksonville/Duval Co, FL  $0.16  0.28 
Cleveland, OH  $0.35  0.28 

Nashville/Davidson Co, TN  $0.22  0.28 
St Louis, MO  $0.41  0.28 
Toledo, OH  $0.43  0.28 

Lexington, KY  $0.39  0.28 
Louisville/Jefferson Co, KY  $0.19  0.28 

Minneapolis, MN  $0.28  0.28 
Pittsburgh, PA  $0.35  0.28 

Albuquerque, NM  $0.19  0.28 
Indianapolis/Marion Co, IN  $0.11  0.28 9 

Table 4 displays the 
per capita base 

salaries of all chief 
executives (mayors 
and city managers). 
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Chart 5 displays the base salaries of all councilmembers. 



Data Table: Councilmember Base Salary 

Municipality Base Salary  Median 
Seattle, WA $119,976 $44,587 

Minneapolis, MN $84,421 $44,587 
Denver/Denver Co, CO $83,332 $44,587 

Cleveland, OH $80,133 $44,587 
Detroit, MI $76,900 $44,587 

Milwaukee, WI $73,222 $44,587 
Austin, TX $70,075 $44,587 

Cincinnati, OH $69,700 $44,587 
Pittsburgh, PA $63,505 $44,587 

Baltimore/Baltimore Co, MD $62,918 $44,587 
Kansas, City, MO $61,569 $44,587 

Atlanta, GA $60,000 $44,587 
Columbus, OH $52,585 $44,587 

San Antonio, TX $45,722 $44,587 
Louisville/Jefferson Co, KY $45,074 $44,587 
Jacksonville/Duval Co, FL $44,100 $44,587 

Dayton, OH $37,315 $44,587 
St Louis, MO $37,000 $44,587 
Akron, OH $33,675 $44,587 

Lexington, KY $31,183 $44,587 
Memphis, TN $29,070 $44,587 

El Paso, TX $29,000 $44,587 
Toledo, OH $27,500 $44,587 

Fort Worth, TX $25,000 $44,587 
Charlotte/Mecklenburg Co, NC $18,396 $44,587 

Albuquerque, NM $17,492 $44,587 
Nashville/Davidson Co, TN $15,000 $44,587 

Oklahoma City, OK $12,000 $44,587 
Indianapolis/Marion Co, IN $11,400 $44,587 

Raleigh, NC $6,708 $44,587 
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Table 5 displays the 
base salaries of all 
councilmembers. 
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Chart 6 displays the per capita base salaries of all councilmembers. 



Data Table: Councilmember Per Capita Base Salary 

Municipality 
Per Capita 
Base Salary Median 

Dayton, OH $0.26 $0.10 
Cincinnati, OH $0.23 $0.10 

Minneapolis, MN $0.21 $0.10 
Pittsburgh, PA $0.21 $0.10 
Cleveland, OH $0.21 $0.10 

Seattle, WA $0.18 $0.10 
Akron, OH $0.17 $0.10 
Atlanta, GA $0.13 $0.10 

Kansas, City, MO $0.13 $0.10 
Denver/Denver Co, CO $0.13 $0.10 

Milwaukee, WI $0.12 $0.10 
St Louis, MO $0.12 $0.10 
Detroit, MI $0.11 $0.10 

Baltimore/Baltimore Co, MD $0.10 $0.10 
Lexington, KY $0.10 $0.10 
Toledo, OH $0.10 $0.10 
Austin, TX $0.08 $0.10 

Louisville/Jefferson Co, KY $0.07 $0.10 
Columbus, OH $0.06 $0.10 

Jacksonville/Duval Co, FL $0.05 $0.10 
Memphis, TN $0.04 $0.10 

El Paso, TX $0.04 $0.10 
San Antonio, TX $0.03 $0.10 
Fort Worth, TX $0.03 $0.10 

Albuquerque, NM $0.03 $0.10 
Nashville/Davidson Co, TN $0.02 $0.10 

Charlotte/Mecklenburg Co, NC $0.02 $0.10 
Oklahoma City, OK $0.02 $0.10 

Raleigh, NC $0.02 $0.10 
Indianapolis/Marion Co, IN $0.01 $0.10 13 

Table 6 displays the 
per capita base 

salaries of all 
councilmembers. 



$63,259 

$0

$20,000

$40,000

$60,000

$80,000

$100,000

$120,000

$140,000 Citizens' Commission on Elected Official Compensation 
Council President Base Salary 

May 2015 

Median Salary:  $58,800 

14 

Chart 7 displays the base salaries of all council presidents. 



Data Table: Council President Base Salary 

Municipality Base Salary  Median 
Seattle, WA $119,976  $58,800  

Baltimore/Baltimore Co, MD $108,173  $58,800  
Denver/Denver Co, CO $93,317  $58,800  

St Louis, MO $90,766 $58,800  
Cleveland, OH $90,133 $58,800   

Minneapolis, MN $84,421  $58,800  
Milwaukee, WI $82,749  $58,800  

Detroit, MI $80,800  $58,800  
Austin, TX $70,275  $58,800  

Cincinnati, OH $69,700  $58,800  
Pittsburgh, PA $63,505  $58,800  
Columbus, OH $63,259 $58,800  

Kansas, City, MO $61,569  $58,800  
Atlanta, GA $60,000  $58,800  

Jacksonville/Duval Co, FL $58,800  $58,800  
San Antonio, TX $45,722  $58,800  

Louisville/Jefferson Co, KY $45,074  $58,800  
Akron, OH $43,326  $58,800  

Dayton, OH $37,315  $58,800  
Lexington, KY $33,981  $58,800  
Toledo, OH $32,000  $58,800  

Memphis, TN $30,970  $58,800  
El Paso, TX $29,000  $58,800  

Albuquerque, NM $19,510  $58,800  
Charlotte/Mecklenburg Co, NC $18,396  $58,800  

Nashville/Davidson Co, TN $17,000  $58,800  
Indianapolis/Marion Co, IN $13,382 $58,800  

Oklahoma City, OK $12,000 $58,800  
Raleigh, NC $7,738  $58,800  

15 

Table 7 displays the 
base salaries of all 
council presidents. 
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Chart 8 displays the per capita base salaries of all council presidents. 



Data Table: Council President Per Capita Base Salary 

Municipality 
Per Capita 
Base Salary Median 

St Louis, MO $0.29 0.11 
Dayton, OH $0.26 0.11 

Cincinnati, OH $0.23 0.11 
Cleveland, OH $0.23 0.11 

Akron, OH $0.22 0.11 
Minneapolis, MN $0.21 0.11 

Pittsburgh, PA $0.21 0.11 
Seattle, WA $0.18 0.11 

Baltimore/Baltimore Co, MD $0.17 0.11 
Denver/Denver Co, CO $0.14 0.11 

Milwaukee, WI $0.14 0.11 
Atlanta, GA $0.13 0.11 

Kansas, City, MO $0.13 0.11 
Detroit, MI $0.12 0.11 
Toledo, OH $0.11 0.11 

Lexington, KY $0.11 0.11 
Austin, TX $0.08 0.11 

Columbus, OH $0.08 0.11 
Louisville/Jefferson Co, KY $0.07 0.11 
Jacksonville/Duval Co, FL $0.07 0.11 

Memphis, TN $0.05 0.11 
El Paso, TX $0.04 0.11 

Albuquerque, NM $0.04 0.11 
San Antonio, TX $0.03 0.11 

Nashville/Davidson Co, TN $0.03 0.11 
Charlotte/Mecklenburg Co, NC $0.02 0.11 

Oklahoma City, OK $0.02 0.11 
Raleigh, NC $0.02 0.11 

Indianapolis/Marion Co, IN $0.02 0.11 
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Table 8 displays the 
per capita base 

salaries of all 
council presidents. 
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Chart 9 displays the number of councilmembers per municipality. 



Data Table: Councilmembers per Municipality 

Municipality 
Councilmembers 
per Municipality Median 

St Louis, MO 40 12 
Akron, OH 29 12 

Nashville/Davidson Co, TN 28 12 
Lexington, KY 26 12 
Cleveland, OH 19 12 

Louisville/Jefferson Co, KY 17 12 
Toledo, OH 15 12 
Dayton, OH 15 12 

Indianapolis/Marion Co, IN 15 12 
Atlanta, GA 15 12 

Minneapolis, MN 13 12 
Cincinnati, OH 13 12 
Pittsburgh, PA 13 12 

Kansas, City, MO 13 12 
Milwaukee, WI 12 12 

Baltimore/Baltimore Co, MD 11 12 
Jacksonville/Duval Co, FL 11 12 
Denver/Denver Co, CO 10 12 

Memphis, TN 10 12 
Raleigh, NC 9 12 

Albuquerque, NM 9 12 
Charlotte/Mecklenburg Co, NC 9 12 

Seattle, WA 9 12 
Oklahoma City, OK 8 12 

El Paso, TX 8 12 
Detroit, MI 8 12 
Austin, TX 8 12 

Fort Worth, TX 8 12 
Columbus, OH 7 12 

San Antonio, TX 5 12 19 

Table 9 displays the 
number of 

councilmembers 
per municipality. 
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Chart 10 displays the number of residents per councilmember. 
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Data Table: Residents per Councilmember 
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Table 10 displays 
the number of 

residents per 
councilmember. 

Municipality 
Residents per 

Councilmember Median 
San Antonio, TX  140,902           40,709  
Columbus, OH 117,508           40,709  
Fort Worth, TX 99,091           40,709  

Austin, TX  88,540          40,709  
Detroit, MI  86,088           40,709  
El Paso, TX  84,304           40,709  

Oklahoma City, OK  76,327           40,709  
Seattle, WA  72,489          40,709  

Charlotte/Mecklenburg Co, NC  72,078          40,709  
Albuquerque, NM  61,833          40,709  

Raleigh, NC  53,968          40,709  
Memphis, TN  50,265          40,709  

Denver/Denver Co, CO  49,961          40,709  
Jacksonville/Duval Co, FL  44,346          40,709  

Baltimore/Baltimore Co, MD  41,474          40,709  
Milwaukee, WI  39,944          40,709  

Kansas, City, MO   38,917          40,709  
Pittsburgh, PA  33,982          40,709  
Cincinnati, OH  33,057          40,709  

Minneapolis, MN  30,775          40,709  
Atlanta, GA  29,856          40,709  

Indianapolis/Marion Co, IN  29,083          40,709  
Dayton, OH  28,671          40,709  
Toledo, OH  25,665          40,709  

Louisville/Jefferson Co, KY  23,457          40,709  
Cleveland, OH  22,948          40,709  
Lexington, KY  20,562          40,709  

Nashville/Davidson Co, TN  15,862          40,709  
Akron, OH  15,238          40,709  

St Louis, MO  11,372          40,709  
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Chart 11 displays the base salaries of all city attorneys (appointed and elected). 



Data Table: City Attorney Base Salary 

Municipality Base Salary Median 
Fort Worth, TX  $243,793  $156,848 

Baltimore/Baltimore Co, MD  $238,772  $156,848 
Raleigh, NC  $232,401  $156,848 

Charlotte/Mecklenburg Co, NC  $216,897  $156,848 
El Paso, TX  $213,665  $156,848 

San Antonio, TX  $194,071  $156,848 
Austin, TX  $193,918  $156,848 

Denver/Denver Co, CO  $190,000  $156,848 
Oklahoma City, OK  $181,677  $156,848 

Jacksonville/Duval Co, FL  $175,000  $156,848 
Kansas, City, MO  $164,688  $156,848 

Columbus, OH  $164,026  $156,848 
Cincinnati, OH  $160,000  $156,848 

Nashville/Davidson Co, TN  $156,848  $156,848 
Seattle, WA  $155,723  $156,848 

Milwaukee, WI  $147,336  $156,848 
St Louis, MO  $145,262  $156,848 
Memphis, TN  $139,443  $156,848 

Minneapolis, MN  $135,065  $156,848 
Akron, OH  $127,837  $156,848 

Cleveland, OH  $125,914  $156,848 
Lexington, KY  $124,848  $156,848 
Dayton, OH  $121,181  $156,848 

Albuquerque, NM  $109,012  $156,848 
Pittsburgh, PA  $105,000  $156,848 

Toledo, OH  $68,748  $156,848 
Louisville/Jefferson Co, KY  $47,286  $156,848 

23 

Table 11 displays 
the base salaries of 

all city attorneys 
(appointed and 

elected). 
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Chart 12 displays the per capita base salaries of all city attorneys (appointed and elected). 



Data Table: City Attorney Per Capita Base Salary 

Municipality 
Per Capita 
Base Salary Median 

Dayton, OH $0.85 $0.30 
Akron, OH $0.65 $0.30 
Raleigh, NC $0.54 $0.30 

Cincinnati, OH $0.54 $0.30 
St Louis, MO $0.46 $0.30 
Lexington, KY $0.40 $0.30 

Baltimore/Baltimore Co, MD $0.38 $0.30 
Kansas, City, MO $0.35 $0.30 

Pittsburgh, PA $0.34 $0.30 
Minneapolis, MN $0.34 $0.30 

Cleveland, OH $0.32 $0.30 
El Paso, TX $0.32 $0.30 

Fort Worth, TX $0.31 $0.30 
Oklahoma City, OK $0.30 $0.30 

Denver/Denver Co, CO $0.29 $0.30 
Charlotte/Mecklenburg Co, NC $0.27 $0.30 

Nashville/Davidson Co, TN $0.25 $0.30 
Milwaukee, WI $0.25 $0.30 

Toledo, OH $0.24 $0.30 
Seattle, WA $0.24 $0.30 
Austin, TX $0.22 $0.30 

Memphis, TN $0.21 $0.30 
Jacksonville/Duval Co, FL $0.21 $0.30 

Columbus, OH $0.20 $0.30 
Albuquerque, NM $0.20 $0.30 
San Antonio, TX $0.14 $0.30 

Louisville/Jefferson Co, KY $0.08 $0.30 
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Table 12 displays 
the per capita base 

salaries of all city 
attorneys 

(appointed and 
elected). 
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Chart 13 displays the base salaries of all city auditors (appointed and elected). 



Data Table: City Auditor Base Salary 

Municipality Base Salary Median 
Raleigh, NC $164,624.00 $114,240.00 

Columbus, OH $164,026.00 $114,240.00 
San Antonio, TX $156,000.00 $114,240.00 

Oklahoma City, OK $148,060.00 $114,240.00 
Seattle, WA $146,174.00 $114,240.00 

Charlotte/Mecklenburg Co, NC $144,150.00 $114,240.00 
Nashville/Davidson Co, TN $138,654.00 $114,240.00 

Fort Worth, TX $138,320.00 $114,240.00 
Denver/Denver Co, CO $134,235.00 $114,240.00 

Milwaukee, WI $125,607.00 $114,240.00 
El Paso, TX $121,327.00 $114,240.00 

Minneapolis, MN $118,750.00 $114,240.00 
Kansas, City, MO $114,240.00 $114,240.00 

St Louis, MO $112,190.00 $114,240.00 
Baltimore/Baltimore Co, MD $108,173.00 $114,240.00 

Lexington, KY $105,077.00 $114,240.00 
Jacksonville/Duval Co, FL $101,000.00 $114,240.00 

Memphis, TN $100,966.00 $114,240.00 
Albuquerque, NM $97,364.00 $114,240.00 

Toledo, OH $96,874.00 $114,240.00 
Louisville/Jefferson Co, KY $95,508.00 $114,240.00 
Indianapolis/Marion Co, IN $76,500.00 $114,240.00 

Cincinnati, OH $73,754.00 $114,240.00 
Pittsburgh, PA $70,343.00 $114,240.00 
Cleveland, OH $64,613.00 $114,240.00 
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Table 13 displays 
the base salaries of 

all city auditors 
(appointed and 

elected). 
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Chart 14 displays the per capita base salaries of all city auditors (appointed and elected). 



Data Table: City Auditor Per Capita Base Salary 

Municipality 
Per Capita 

Base Salary Median 
Raleigh, NC $0.38 $0.21 

St Louis, MO $0.35 $0.21 
Toledo, OH $0.34 $0.21 

Lexington, KY $0.34 $0.21 
Minneapolis, MN $0.30 $0.21 

Cincinnati, OH $0.25 $0.21 
Kansas, City, MO $0.24 $0.21 

Oklahoma City, OK $0.24 $0.21 
Pittsburgh, PA $0.23 $0.21 

Seattle, WA $0.22 $0.21 
Nashville/Davidson Co, TN $0.22 $0.21 

Milwaukee, WI $0.21 $0.21 
Denver/Denver Co, CO $0.21 $0.21 

Columbus, OH $0.20 $0.21 
Charlotte/Mecklenburg Co, NC $0.18 $0.21 

El Paso, TX $0.18 $0.21 
Albuquerque, NM $0.17 $0.21 

Fort Worth, TX $0.17 $0.21 
Baltimore/Baltimore Co, MD $0.17 $0.21 

Cleveland, OH $0.17 $0.21 
Louisville/Jefferson Co, KY $0.16 $0.21 

Memphis, TN $0.15 $0.21 
Jacksonville/Duval Co, FL $0.12 $0.21 

San Antonio, TX $0.11 $0.21 
Indianapolis/Marion Co, IN $0.09 $0.21 
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Table 14 displays 
the per capita base 

salaries of all city 
auditors 

(appointed and 
elected). 
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