
As costs rise for municipalities and power compa-
nies to provide power and those increased costs are 
passed along to customers, it seems everyone is look-
ing for ideas to save money on their utility bills.  

Here are some tips to help you save on your power 
bill by lowering your consump-
tion of electricity:

Light Bulbs

Have you changed over to com-
pact fl uorescent  light bulbs 
yet?  Incandescent bulbs can 
consume more power than you 
may think.  CFLs cost more than 
incandescent bulbs to buy but 
will save money in the long run 
with reduced consumption and 
a longer life. 

Electronics

Remember to turn off  all electronic devices when not 
in use, particularly televisions, computers and video 
game units.  For additional savings, unplug them or 
turn off  the power strip.  

Household Appliances

Larger appliances like clothes 
dryers and refrigerators can 
consume a lot of electricity; 
use them wisely.  Set clothes 
dryer times for no longer 
than is needed.  Clean the lint 
fi lter after every use. Consider 
hang drying some items for 
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additional savings.  

Refrigerator settings do not often need to be on the 
highest setting to preserve food properly.  Between 
35 and 38 degrees is ideal, which can be checked with 
a thermometer.  

Keep major appliances in good 
working order and defrost freez-
ers when needed.  When appli-
ances need to be replaced, look 
for the Energy Star rated models 
for maximum effi  ciency.

HV/AC

Furnaces and air conditioners 
are often the biggest energy 
hogs in the house.  For optimal 
operation, change fi lters month-
ly or more often as needed.  

Keep your heating and cooling units in good working 
condition by getting annual inspections and making 
any needed repairs.  

Thermostat settings drive the consumption on these 
items, so either use a programmable one or adjust 
things when you leave or go to bed.  An easy way to 
save is to set it at 65 in the winter and 78 in the sum-
mer.  Such adjustments can save you up to 10 percent 
on your bill.  

Reduce Drafts During Cold Weather

Weatherstripping and caulking are some of the sim-
plest and least expensive things you can do to reduce 
heating costs.  
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In older homes, adding insulation can often be the 
most cost eff ective way to lower home heating costs.  
Experts say if you can see your rafters exposed in the 
attic then you may need to add more insulation.  

Drafty windows 
can also be a ma-
jor source of heat 
loss.  If you can’t 
aff ord to replace 
your older win-
dows, you may 
want to use a plas-
tic covering on the 
inside for the win-
ter or use thermal 

drapes.  If you open the drapes on sunny days, it can 
help heat a room.  

Space Heaters

Older electric space heaters are known to not only 
consume a lot of power but some can also be a dan-
gerous fi re hazard to use.  If you have a need for a 
space heater, please consider replacing it with a new-
er more effi  cient and safer model.  

Lower Cooling Costs

Other tips to reduce 
cooling costs: Ceil-
ing fans can help cir-
culate air in a room 
and reduce the need 
for air conditioning.  
During hot weath-
er, it helps to close 
blinds or curtains to 
block out the sun.   Planting fast-growing larger shade 
trees on the south and west sides of your house can 
help with future cooling costs.  

Hot Water Tanks

If your hot water tank is elec-
tric, check the settings to 
make sure it is not set high-
er than needed, and turn it 
down when you will be out 
of town.  You may want to 
also put an insulating blan-
ket on it if it is located in an 
unheated space.  

Looking for More Ideas?

Are you already practicing many of these?  If so, congratulations and please consider applying for a  
Columbus GreenSpot recognition!  

GreenSpot is a Web-based program that inspires, educates and rec-
ognizes those in our community who are taking steps to get green.  
Nearly 1,800 members are making an impact on the health and future 
of Columbus.  

Residences, businesses, non-profi t organizations, schools, classrooms 
and community groups can become a GreenSpot by committing to 
environmentally-friendly choices in the areas of energy conservation, 
water conservation and waste reduction.

Join the movement and save money while taking steps to protect the 
environment.  Complete your application at www.columbusgreenspot.org.  

For more information, call 311, 645-3111 or visit www.utilities.columbus.gov. 


