
COLUMBUS PUBLIC HEALTH, 
SEXUAL HEALTH PROGRAM 
offers the only public sexual health 
clinic in central Ohio providing: 

 STD diagnosis and treatment—
age 13 and older without 
parental consent 

 HIV education, testing, and 
resources...free! 

 HIV case management 
 

All services  are provided by a team of 
trained staff who have the skills 
necessary to meet the diverse needs of 
the people they serve. 

SEXUAL HEALTH 
EXAMS, TESTS & 
TREATMENT 
 
HOW MUCH DOES IT COST? 

A small fee is asked to cover 
the cost of the Sexual 
Health Clinic visit. Fees are  

based on a sliding scale.  
Some insurances can be accepted.  
HIV testing and HIV case 
management are always free.    
 

No one is turned away because 
they cannot pay! 

HOW LONG WILL MY  
VISIT TAKE? 
It will take at least 2 hours for a 
clinic visit, and possibly longer, 
depending on how many persons 
are before you.   
It takes this long 
because you need  
to wait for some  
test results.   
That way you can 
know if you have an STD and  
get medicine before you leave. 

SHOULD I BE 
EXAMINED FOR 
STDS? 
The  Sexual Health Clinic 
recommends STD and/or HIV testing 
to anyone who has: 

 Had oral, anal, or vaginal sex 
and did not use a condom 

 Shared needles to inject drugs 
or has had sex with someone 
who does 

 Felt that they may have been 
exposed 

IF YOU HAVE AN 
STD & DON’T GET 
TREATED: 

 You  can get very sick 
 You may not be able to have 

children 
 You can give the STD to 

someone else 
 
 
 

SOME COMMON SYMPTOMS 
OF STDS... 

 Pain when urinating or 
having sex 

 Unusual discharge from the 
vagina or penis 

 Sores or bumps near or on 
the penis, anus, vagina, or 
mouth 

 

Many STDs do not have any 
symptoms, especially in women.  
A test is the only way to tell for 
sure if you have an infection. 

DISEASE   TRANSMISSION   
SYMPTOMS 

MALE  FEMALE  

Chlamydia  Unprotected vaginal or anal sex with a 
person who has Chlamydia  

• Watery or milky discharge from penis  
• Burning when urinating  
• Pain or swelling of the testicles  
 

• Unusual discharge from the vagina  
• Bleeding/spotting between periods  
• Lower abdominal pain  
• Burning when urinating  

Genital 
Herpes  

By direct contact with the sores or blisters 
of an infected person.  
 
Cold sores are a form of the herpes virus. If 
a cold sore comes into contact with 
someone’s genitals (oral sex) there is a risk 
for development of genital herpes.  

Same for males and female  
• Tingling or itching of the skin around the genitals  
• blisters in or around the genitals, or wherever there is skin to skin contact (hips, 
nipples, anus)  
• Burning when you urinate (pee)  
• Flu-like symptoms (usually during the outbreak)  
• Tender, swollen glands in the groin  

Genital 
Warts (HPV)  

Through direct skin to skin contact or 
unprotected vaginal, oral or anal sex  

• Warts may be round, flat or raised 
small cauliflower-like bumps that are 
flesh/grey colored; found around the 
genital area  
• Warts can be single or in clusters  

• See male symptoms  
• They can also appear on the 
vaginal walls and cervix (opening of 
the uterus)  
 

Gonorrhea  By having unprotected vaginal, oral or 
anal sex with a person who has gonorrhea  

• Yellow/green pus from the penis  
• Burning/pain when urinating  
• Rectal discharge from anal sex  
• Blood in the stool  
• Sore throat from oral sex  

• See male symptoms  
• Thick yellowish vaginal discharge  
• Abnormal vaginal bleeding  
 

HIV/AIDS  • Contact with blood, semen, vaginal 
secretions or breast milk  
• Sex – including vaginal, anal, oral sex 
and sharing sex toys etc.  
• Pregnancy – from an infected mother to 
an unborn baby  
• Use or re-use of needles or syringes with 
traces of the blood of an infected person  
(e.g., tattooing, sharing needles, piercing)  

Same for males and females  
• HIV – infected people often have no symptoms and look and feel fine. Some 
people with HIV will have symptoms like fatigue, loss of appetite, night sweats 
etc.  
• AIDS – (occurs after the virus has damaged the immune system) People may 
have symptoms like extreme weight loss, unusual skin infections, pneumonias or 
cancers.  
   

Syphilis  By having direct contact with a syphilis 
sore during vaginal, oral or anal sex.  

Same for males and females  
• Many people have no symptoms  
• Painless sore(s) from pinpoint size to as large as a quarter  
• Flu-like symptoms, fever, fatigue, pain in the joints and muscles  
• Painless rash on hands, feet or whole body  
• Swollen lymph nodes  
• Hair loss  
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SEXUAL HEALTH PROGRAM 
Columbus Public Health 

240 Parsons Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

(614)645-7772 
www.publichealth.columbus.gov 

 

   Teresa C. Long, M.D., M.P.H., Health Commissioner 

City of Columbus  
Mayor Michael B. Coleman 

The City of Columbus is an Equal Opportunity Provider of Services/EEO Employer. 

YOU CAN ALSO GET TESTED  IN 
THE COMMUNITY 
Trained staff provide education and 
testing for HIV and other sexually 
transmitted diseases throughout the 
community. 
 
Find a location near you at  
http://publichealth.columbus.gov 
 
Then, go to the Sexual Health 
Program. 

HIV EARLY INTERVENTION 
CASE MANAGER 
The HIV Early Intervention Case  
Manager is a licensed social worker    
who assists people, who are HIV+.   
The social worker specializes in 
providing support, counseling, and 
HIV  education.  Connections can 
be made for  services such as 
medical care, support groups, 
counselors, and legal and financial 
assistance. 

SEXUAL HEALTH  

CLINIC HOURS* 
 240 Parsons Ave, Columbus, OH 43215 

 

     Monday          7:00am—  3:30pm 
    Tuesday          9:30am—  6:00pm                                           

Wednesday    7:00am—10:30am 
Thursday         7:00am—  3:30pm 
Friday              7:00am—  3:30pm 

 
*This is a walk-in clinic.   
When all daily patient  

slots are full, we  
cannot accept  

more patients  
that day. 

HIV EDUCATION & 
TESTING 
This program offers free anonymous 
and confidential education and 
testing for HIV infection. 
 

People infected with HIV often look 
and feel healthy for a long time.  An 
HIV test is the only way to tell if you 
have HIV. 
 

By taking the test you will: 
 Find out if you have HIV 
 Find out how to access care 

for HIV 
 Learn ways to protect yourself 

from HIV and other STDs 

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF I 
TAKE AN HIV TEST? 

 After talking with clinic staff 
about HIV, a small amount of 
your blood will be drawn and 
tested. 

 Rapid HIV testing takes about 
20 minutes. 

 

If you test positive for HIV… 
You  can meet with a social worker 
who can provide support, tell you 
about other community  services, 
and give you information on living 
with HIV.  
(For more information call 645-6993.) 

12/2009 
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