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Appendix E: Draft Bicycle Parking Policy 

This Draft Bicycle Parking Policy was developed by the Bikeways Advisory Committee’s 
1999 Draft Bicycle Parking Standards (Version 18C of 11/18/1999, based upon Version 
18B of 11/25/96) 

Applicability 

Bicycle parking spaces shall be provided for all new uses, new buildings, and for existing 
buildings and uses whenever these undergo expansion or change of use.  Herein the terms 
“use” and “expansion” are as defined in the Columbus Zoning Code.  

Bicycle Parking Space 

A space refers to a place to park one bicycle. 

Level of Security 

Bicycle parking facilities offer two levels of security: 

Low security parking facilities are intended for use as short term parking.  These provide a 
fixed object, such as a bike rack, to which a bicycle can be locked.  

High Security facilities are intended for use as long term parking.  High Security facilities 
control access to the bicycle and attached equipment through bicycle lockers, locked rooms, 
racks monitored by an attendant, storage in an area under surveillance of the bicyclist or 
other approved facilities.  

Acceptable Types of Facilities 

The parking facility design, location, installation and operation must be of a type approved 
by the Traffic Engineering and Parking Division.  All bicycle parking devices shall not 
damage the bicycle’s finish and, at minimum, support the bicycle by its frame. 

Special Bicycle Parking Zones 

High Security bicycle parking facilities are required within the following zones: 



CITY OF COLUMBUS BICENTENNIAL BIKEWAYS PLAN 
 

 

May 2008 E-2  
  

Downtown Zone 

The boundaries of this area start where Goodale Boulevard crosses the Olentangy River and 
proceed west along Goodale to Route 315, south along Route 315 to I-70, east along I-70 to 
I-71, and north along I-71 to that portion of  I-670 south of Fort Hayes.  From this point 
they proceed west along I-670 south of Fort Hayes.  From this point they proceed west 
along I-670 to Neil Avenue, north along Neil to Goodale Boulevard and west along Goodale 
to the Olentangy River.   

Transcampus Zone 

‘The boundaries of this area start where Goodale Boulevard crosses the Olentangy River and 
proceed west and north along Columbus’s boundaries with; Grandview Heights, Marble 
Cliff and Upper Arlington to North Broadway.  Thereafter, these proceed east along North 
Broadway to I-71, south along I-71 to that portion of I-670 south of Fort Hayes.  From this 
point they proceed west along I-670 to Neil Avenue, north along Neil to Goodale Boulevard 
and west along Goodale to the Olentangy River.  

Location of Parking 

Unless another location is approved by the Division of Traffic Engineering and Parking, 
required bicycle parking must be located within fifty feet of the main entrance to the 
building.  On site parking shall be located behind the parking or building set back lines, 
whichever is less.  

Signs 

If the bicycle parking is not visible from the main entrance, then a sign must be posted 
indicating its location.  If a facility has several entrances, signs must be posted at each public 
entrance (if the bicycle parking is not visible from that entrance).  When fixed objects, other 
than bike racks, are used for short term parking, they must be labeled in an approved 
manner.  

Parking Credits 

Required bicycle parking facilities shall be credited toward provision of motor vehicle 
parking.  Each ten required bicycle parking spaces, or fraction thereof, may be substituted 
for one code required motor vehicle parking space.  

Quantities and Applicable Uses 

All commercial and institutional uses listed in Chapter 3384 of the Columbus Zoning Code 
shall provide the following quantities of bicycle parking. 
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Transcampus Zone 

All uses, except non-accessory parking garages, shall provide one low security space for each 
5,000 square feet or fraction thereof, with a minimum of three spaces being provided.  In 
addition, one high security space shall be provided for each 50,000 square feet or fraction 
thereof.  Non-accessory parking garages shall provide one high security space for each 25 
motor vehicle parking spaces.  

Downtown Zone 

All uses, except non-accessory parking garages, shall provide one low security space for each 
10,000 square feet or fraction thereof, with a minimum of three spaces being provided.  In 
addition, one high security space shall be provided for each 100,000 square feet of fraction 
thereof.  Non-accessory parking garages shall provide one high security space for each 75 
motor vehicle parking spaces.  

All Other Areas 

All uses, except non-accessory parking garages, shall provide a minimum of three low 
security spaces.  Non-accessory parking garages shall provide one high security space for 
each 150 motor vehicle parking spaces.  

Schedule for Implementation 

These Standards shall be phased in gradually.  The following times refer to the time at which 
these standards are approved by the Service Director.  The following shall go into effect: 

Starting one year after approval, these standards, except for the high security provisions, 
shall apply to listed uses only within the Transcampus Zone.  All other areas of the City shall 
be exempt from these standards. 

Starting two years after approval, these standards, except for the high security provisions, 
shall apply to listed uses only within the Downtown and Transcampus Zones.  All other 
areas of the City shall be exempt from these standards. 

Starting three years after approval, these standards, except for the high security provisions, 
shall apply to the Downtown Zone and those parts of the City which are north of Broad 
Street.  The remainder of the City shall be exempt from these standards. 

Starting four years after approval, these standards shall apply to the entire City.  The high 
security provisions shall apply only to the Transcampus Zone.   

Starting five years after approval, these standards shall apply to the entire City.  The high 
security provisions shall apply only to the Downtown and Transcampus Zones.   
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