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Welcome



Meeting Purpose

To review the goals of developing a 10‐ft 
shared‐use path along SR 161 from 
Linworth to Sawmill Roads, and to seek 
your advisory input on proposed path 
options on the north and south sides of 
SR161.



• Facilitator role
– Make sure we hear what you have to say
– Keep discussion on track

• Your role (Working Group)
– Represent diverse interests
– Advisory input on issues, trade-offs
– Communication

• City of Columbus role
– Decide later this year how to proceed

Roles



• Today
– Presentation/discussion
– Identify issues and trade-offs for two shared-

use path options
– Identify additional information needs

• WG Meeting #2 (November)
– Address outstanding issues/information 

needs raised today
• Issues not related to this effort will be 

forwarded to the appropriate body

Two WG Meetings



• Roles and introductions
• Context and background
• Shared-use path options
• Right of way impacts
• Discussion
• Next steps

Agenda



• Your name
• Who you represent (see roster)
• Why you accepted our invitation to 

participate (10 words or less)

Introductions



Nick Popa, P.E.
Division of Mobility Options
Department of Public Service
City of Columbus

Project Context 



• Why there is a Bicentennial Bikeways Plan
- Create a citywide bicycle network to make it safe 

and easy for citizens to ride bicycles to parks, 
neighborhood gathering places, businesses

- Promote active, safe and healthy transportation 
choices

- Make Columbus a more attractive, bikable and 
walkable city

Project Context



Why State Route 161?

• Dangerous for bicyclists and pedestrians

• Opportunity to connect residents with popular 
destinations

• Major east-west connector                                             
in bike network

• Top 12 priority                                                                             
in Bikeways Plan, based                                               
on analysis and public input
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State Rt. 161 today



• Proposed design and location for a new shared-
use path on  State Rt. 161 from Linworth to 
Sawmill Roads (2.2 miles)

Project and Working Group Focus



John Panovsky, P.E.
Korda Engineering

Brooks Vogel, P.E.
Korda Engineering

Shared-Use Path Options



• Narrow shoulders
• Heavy, high speed traffic
• Not ideal for a bike lane or sharrow treatment

Existing Conditions

State Rt. 161 today



Proposed Path in Most Areas
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Separation from the roadway creates a safer, 
more pleasurable ride and walk



Proposed Path in Linworth area
P

ar
ki

ng
 

La
ne

P
ar

ki
ng

 
La

ne

15

No grass median between roadway and shared‐use 
path; less separation between path and road where

45 mph speed limit drops to 35 mph.



Considerations
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• Access to retail businesses
• Safe crossings at intersections and at the 

railroad
• Preserving current landscape and mounding 

that screen businesses
• Connections to existing shared-use paths in 

Dublin and Worthington
• Right of way required



Intersection Safety: 
Crossing Residential Streets
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Advance warning signs and pavement markings 
on pathway approaches encourage lower speeds 

to pathway users.



Intersection Safety: 
Crossing Commercial Drives
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Signs at commercial drives would alert drivers 
to watch for bicyclists and pedestrians



Intersection Safety: 
Sample Treatments – Low Intensity
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Intersection Safety: 
Sample Treatments – Low Intensity
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Intersection Safety: 
Sample Treatments – Medium Intensity
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Intersection Safety: 
Sample Treatments – High Intensity
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Intersection Safety: 
Sample Treatments – High Intensity
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Map Discussion



Jamie Gordon, P.E.
Division of Design and Construction
Department of Public Service
City of Columbus

Right of Way/
Property Acquisition



• Additional right of way required for project
• Project will follow federal acquisition process
• Affected private landscaping will be 

compensated
• Acquisition process begins after completed 

design and funds are secured

Property Impacts



Sample Right of Way Impacts

Before/after: Alum Creek trail, east of Sunbury Rd. south of Mock Rd.



Marie Keister, AICP
Engage Public Affairs, LLC/Korda Team



Facilitated Discussion

• Strengths, weaknesses of both path options
• Issues we may not have considered yet



• Respond to outstanding questions/comments at next 
Working Group meeting

• Additional technical analysis
• Late 2012 – City decision on preferred alternative
• 2013 – Final engineering and design (funded)
• 2014 & 2015 – Purchase right of way (pending funding)
• 2016 – Construction (pending funding)

Next Steps
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