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New

Residential Recycling Service is
Coming to Columbus!
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Hello, my name is NAME.

Thank you for this opportunity to talk with you about the City of Columbus’ new residential
recycling program called RecyColumbus. This is a great name for this new city service
because it shows that recycling and Columbus really do belong together and that
our city is enthusiastic about recycling.

I’'m speaking to you today as a fellow citizen who supports this program. Recycling
is important to me because | believe that each of us can make a difference...
(SHARE A PERSONAL STORY ABOUT WHY RECYCLING AND LIVING IN A SUSTAINABLE
WAY IS IMPORTANT TO YOU, YOUR CHILDREN’S FUTURE, THE PLANET).

| hope recycling is important to you too and that you will recycle at home and also help
spread the word about recycling with your friends and neighbors.



o Residents consider recycling m
a basic city service

Preserves the environment

®

Keeps reusable items
out of the landfill

®

Saves money

Recycle more, spend less
on landfill fees

Creates and retains jobs

®
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In a city survey, residents said they consider recycling to be a basic city service.

Recycling is important because it preserves the environment. Each person who recycles
can make a difference.

And oftentimes, recycling at home is a gateway for people to adopt other simple
environmentally friendly habits like using CFL bulbs and conserving water.

Recycling preserves our natural resources for future generations by keeping
reusable materials out of the landfill.

And the more we recycle, the less we spend to dump material at the landfill.

Recycling directly creates and retains 60 full-time jobs at Rumpke — Columbus’
partner in collecting recycling as part of the new city service.




® The average American
produces 4.54 pounds of
trash daily
About 75% is recyclable!

o Glass and plastic bottles
buried in a landfill never
decompose

® Aluminum can be
continually recycled

Two-thirds of the aluminum
ever produced is in use today!
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Here are few quick facts you might find interesting. The average American produces about
4 and a half pounds of trash per day. When you do the math, that equates to 1,657 pounds
of trash per person per year! (GreenSpot.org)

This is even more astonishing when you realized that about 75% of our trash is recyclable
but only 25% is recycled on average nationwide. (trefoilscouts.org)

Glass and plastic bottles buried in a landfill will not decompose.

This is particularly wasteful when you consider that glass is one of the few materials that
can be recycled over and over without losing its strength, purity or quality. (earth911.com)

Here are some fast facts about aluminum recycling from the Aluminum Association.

Aluminum is a durable and sustainable metal: two-thirds of the aluminum ever produced is
in use today.

Over 50% of the aluminum cans produced are recycled.



® Who's eligible? Columbus city
residents who live in a single- w
family home or building of four #1# |||
attached units or less that is \
not part of a complex

Fo..%

o All eligible households
receive a 64-gallon blue
recycling cart

» No additional cost to
residents
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So, what should Columbus residents expect in the coming year?

Residential recycling service will be available to Columbus city residents living in a
single family home or building of 4 attached units or less that is not part of a
complex.

All eligible households will receive a blue recycling cart for all of their recyclable materials.

There is no direct fee to residents for the recycling service or the new blue cart. The
program is being funded by the General Fund as a basic city service.

If residents actively participate, it will help defray some of the costs from trash
collection, making it a cost-effective investment in the long term.



® When the cart arrives, write
your street address on the
label in permanent marker.

® Put recyclables in the cart
every day. No sorting required.

@ On collection day, roll the cart
to the same location as the
trash container.
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When the cart arrives, just write your street address on the label in permanent
market.

Put recyclables in the cart every day.
The blue recycling cart has a lid to keep out the rain. And wheels make it easy to

move the cart to the collection point, which is in the same area as your current
trash collection.



o Blue carts delivered 4-6 weeks before recycling
collection service begins

CART DELIVERY AND COLLECTION SCHEDULE
9 MONTHS/5 PHASES

Yard Waste Cart Delivery  Recycling Collection
Collection Day Begins Begins

1 Monday 4/16/12 6/4/12

2 Tuesday 6/11/12 7/31/12

3 Wednesday 8/6/12 9/26/12

4 Thursday 10/15/12 12/6/12

5) Friday 12/10/12 2/1/13

Residential recycling service will be introduced to 227,000 single-family households in five
phases over a nine-month period beginning this Spring.

Blue cart delivery starts with homes that receive yard waste collection service on Monday,
wrapping up in early 2013 with homes that receive yard waste service on Friday.



Implementation Schedule
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This chart shows the implementation schedule by area of the city.



o Trash collection service
does not change

@ Yard waste collection
moves to every
other week

o Yard waste and
subscription recycling
services continue until
new recycling service
begins
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Trash collection is not affected by the new recycling service.

Yard waste collection moves from weekly to every other week once the recycling
service is introduced in your neighborhood.

Yard waste will continue to be collected in biodegradable bags or a separate rigid container,
not in the blue cart.



WHAT IS MY RECYCLING
& YARD WASTE DAY?

For your annual collection schedule, visit:
www.RecyColumbus.org

Questions? Call 645-3111
Or email 311@columbus.gov
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That was a lot of information.

All you really need to remember is this website, phone number or email address for
information on cart drop off and the collection schedule for your neighborhood.



@ The Blue cart should hold
two weeks worth of
recyclables

© Recyclables include:
- Paper
- Plastic
- Glass
» Metal
- Cartons
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Research has shown that households that use the 64-gallon cart recycle more
pounds on average than those that use smaller bins.

Cities have typically reported an increase in home recycling when the switch is
made to the larger 64-gallon cart size.

Now, let’s take a look at each group of items that can be recycled in the new blue
cart. They include (READ LIST)
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o Newspapers © Other paperboard
boxes, such as cereal

@ Magazines and dry food boxes

Catalogs/phone books
= gs/p © Computer paper
@ Junk mail
@ Cardboard boxes
(flattened)
THE CITY OF -
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Here are a few specifics on what can go in the cart. Let’s start with paper...This includes
(READ LIST)

In 2008, the amount of paper recovered for recycling averaged 340 pounds for
every person in the U.S. (Earth911.com)

In 2009, a record-high 63.4% of the paper consumed in the U.S. was recovered for
recycling. It was the first time the number was over 60%. (Earth 911.com)
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o Plastic bottles/jugs

© Beverage containers, such
as water/soda bottles

@ Milk/juice jugs

o Laundry/liquid dish soap
bottles

® Shampoo bottles

o Lids/caps/labels on the
bottles = OK
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Here’s a list of plastic items (READ LIST). There’s no need to remove lids, caps or labels but
please rinse each one before putting it in the blue cart.

Here’s an interesting fact. More than 2.4 billion pounds of plastic bottles were
recycled in 2008. Although the amount of plastic bottles recycled in the U.S. has
grown every year since 1990, the actual recycling rate remains steady at around
27%. (Earth911.com)

In 2010, less than 30% of all plastic bottles were recycled, according to the
EPA. That means more than 70% of all bottles ended up in the landfill or discarded
in some other manner.
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e Glass

- Glass bottles/jars
. Clear/brown/green

e Metal
« Aluminum cans
. Steel cans

- Empty aerosol cans
(non-hazardous)

THE CITY OF
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Glass of all types is recyclable and includes (READ LIST). Be sure to rinse glass before
placing it in the blue cart.

There’s no need to remove labels.

80% of glass is estimated to be recycled into new containers. (Earth911.com)

3 million tons of glass was recovered for recycling in 2009 according to the U.S. EPA.

Here a few interesting facts about recycling metals:
Americans use 100 million tin and steel cans each day. (benefits-of-recycling.com)

Recycling steel and tin cans saves 74% of the energy used to make them. (benefits-
of-recycling.com)
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Food & Beverage Ca

@ Milk cartons

@ Chicken broth boxes

o Wine boxes

2%

© Juice cartons/
other boxes
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Often, food and beverage cartons are made with mixed materials — usually paper coated
with polypropylene film or aluminum.

Once, there were very few recycling options for these types of cartons, but now they are
now part of the recyclables list. These include (READ LIST).

So you can toss them in the cart along with your other recyclables.



® Recycling Tips
No sorting required
« Lids/caps/labels can be
kept on
No dirty recyclables!
Rinse jars and cans,
No plastic bags

@ Recycling information
label on cart lid
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GET

Everything that is recyclable can go straight into the blue cart with no sorting required.
Here are just a few reminders:

You can keep lids, caps and labels on the recyclables — no need to remove them
before placing them in the blue cart.

Food and liquid left in containers make recyclables difficult to process or unusable.
Please rinse any containers that are easily washable and do not recycle materials
that are heavily soiled with food or liquid.

Yard waste will continue to be collected in biodegradable bags or a separate rigid container,
not in the blue cart.

The label on the cart lid has detailed information on what you can and cannot recycle.
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Help Us Spread the Word:
e Speak at local groups/clubs

® Hand out information
at neighborhood fairs
and festivals

® Organize a neighborhood
recycling kick-off event

© Organize high school
students for a literature
drop-off
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I'd like to invite you to support the RecyColumbus education program in your
neighborhood. It’s easy and fun to do.

| know most folks would rather do anything than speak before a group, but the
RecyColumbus folks make it easy with this PowerPoint presentation. If | can do it, you can
too!

You can also hand out information at local fairs, festivals and celebrations. For example, in
my neighborhood each year we celebrate (INSERT FESTIVAL OR EVENT). This would be a
great place to take the RecyColumbus display and hand out information like this (HOLD UP
CARD).

RecyColumbus provides all of the materials, you just provide the ideas on local events and
recruit the people to make it happen.

16



How You Can Help

Help Us Spread the Word:

o Use social media

facebook
“Like us” on Facebook, Blog, tweet

www.twitter.com/ColumbusDPS Y 'I' h ™
www.facebook.com/ColumbusPublicService ou u e

o Upload a recycling video on our YouTube
channel LVWIGtG S

www.youtube.com/cityofcolumbus

o Email your friends/contacts about the
program (We have suggested language!)
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There are lots of ways to get involved. Here are a few other examples (READ LIST)



We Have Everything You
Need to Help:

@ Electronic Community
Outreach Toolkit

RecycleColumbus.org

@ Volunteer form

® RecyColumbus
Updates
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To help our volunteers with ideas and information to promote recycling in their
neighborhood, you can use our Community Outreach Toolkit posted on the
RecycleColumbus.org website.

It’s filled with information including this PowerPoint presentation, community outreach
events ideas, giveaway items, a list of frequently asked questions, and social media ideas.

If you're interested in volunteering or just finding out more, please fill out the Volunteer
form at your table/seat and return it to me or you can complete it online.

Also, by filling out the form, RecyColumbus will add you to the database to receive regular
email updates on what’s happening with recycling in Columbus.
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How Else Can We Get Your
Neighbors to Recycle?

o Neighborhood meetings
or civic groups

o Local events/festivals
o Meeting places
- Churches, recreation centers

® Information distribution ideas

- Door-to-door visits, phone
calls, door hangers
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Each neighborhood is unique and we’d really like your ideas on how to get your neighbors
to participate in the recycling program.

Does anyone have any thoughts or ideas they’d like to share? For example, is there a
neighborhood meeting or civic group we should be talking to? What are some of your local
events that attract a large number of your neighbors?

I'd really like to get your suggestions, so please take a few minutes to share your thoughts
on the Volunteer form at your seat and return it to me.



More Information o

® RecyColumbus is just
one of the City’s great
green initiatives
» GetGreenColumbus.org

® Mayor Coleman’s
GreenSpot program

THE CITY OF

P4 COLUMBUS RECYCOLUMBUS

We were meant for each other.

Recycling is just one way to be greener.

To help City residents, Columbus Mayor Michael Coleman founded GreenSpot. It's
the online place where people in our city go to learn about living and working
greener, and commit to doing it—in their homes, businesses and communities.

With just a few small changes, you can help the environment and create a more
environmentally-friendly home, workplace or neighborhood.

You can find out more by visiting the GetGreenColumbus.org website.
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To get your recycling and yard waste day or
for more information on RecyColumbus

Visit www.RecycleColumbus.org
Questions? Call 645-3111
Or email 311@columbus.gov

Thank you for your time and interest in recycling. | hope you are looking forward to
residential recycling in Columbus as much as | am.

Would you please take a few minutes to complete the Volunteer form and return it to me
or go online to complete and return it electronically.

Now, | would be happy to answer questions or if you think of a question later, you can
always visit this website or call this phone number.
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