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Two Projects to Benefit from Green Incentives

 

Mayor Michael B. Coleman has submitted legislation to City Council to award $94,000 in Green Columbus Fund grants to Nationwide Realty Investors, LLC for sustainable construction of two office projects in the Arena District. One building is located at 10 Nationwide Boulevard and seeks Silver certification under the LEED-NC rating system (New Construction & Major Renovation). The other office project is for two connected buildings at 240-290 Nationwide Boulevard and seeks Silver certification under the LEED-CS rating system (Core & Shell). The grants will reimburse NRI for the fees they pay to the Green Building Certification Institute for sustainability review and potentially also provide performance-based incentives up to triple the certification fee. 

“I am proud to work with NRI on its efforts to make the Arena District greener,” Mayor Coleman said. “The Green Columbus Fund is a great vehicle for encouraging businesses to help us build a more sustainable city.”

Since Mayor Coleman announced the Green Columbus Fund incentive program for businesses and nonprofits, several businesses and non-profit organizations have taken advantage of the program. The $1 million Green Columbus Fund encourages applicants to achieve LEED status, the nationally accepted benchmark for evaluating sustainable buildings.

“Green Columbus Fund grants are helping to turn blighted properties into productive parcels of economic development for the community,” said Councilmember Zach M. Klein, chair of the Development Committee. “The fund makes it easier for companies to become more energy efficient by offering a long-term return on their investment.”

Green Columbus Fund grants are available to eligible applicants on an open cycle for Brownfield assessment work and for projects that foster LEED certified green buildings.

“Get Green Columbus is an innovative initiative to encourage organizations to embrace sustainable development and the LEED program,” said Brian Ellis, President and COO of Nationwide Realty Investors. “We're pleased to have the support of the Green Columbus Fund for our LEED certification efforts and hope others in the community will also participate.”  

The basic elements of the program and applications are available online:

LEED Application

http://econdev.columbus.gov/uploadedFiles/Business_Development/LEED_Grant_Application_FINAL.doc

Brownfield Application
http://econdev.columbus.gov/uploadedFiles/Business_Development/Brownfield_Grant_Application_Form_5-24-11.doc
Program Description

http://econdev.columbus.gov/uploadedFiles/Business_Development/Program%20Description%20FINAL(1).doc
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