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What Happens Next? 

Columbus City Council 
Office of Councilmember  

Charleta B. Tavares 

 
All funding requests are reviewed by 
the Department of Development 
Services staff. Applicants will be 
notified in writing whether a request 
meets the basic funding criteria.  
 
If further consideration is merited, 
applicants will be asked to complete 
an ESF and/or ESCF application. 
Information to be provided on the 
application includes: 
• the amount requested;  
• statement of need; 
• organization’s ability to provide a 

solution to a community need, or 
assist with a proposed program 
and/or collaborations with the 
community; 

• methods of project monitoring and 
evaluation; 

• organization’s budget with income 
sources; 

• Sustainability plan for program/
service for which funds are 
requested; 

• organization’s Board of Directors, 
and the average annual contribution 
per board member; 

• most recent financial statement, 
report of an independent auditor, 
and a line-item budget (revenues 
and expense) for the proposed 
project; 

• list of all other income sources, 
identification and resume of the 
individual responsible for carrying 
out the project, IRS letter confirming 
tax exempt public charity status, 
and letters of support. 
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Source of Emergency Human    Services Capital Funds Source of Emergency Human    
Services Capital Funds 

 
In 1985, City Council created the 
Emergency Human Services Fund 
(ESF), allocating a portion of the City’s 
bed tax to address one-time 
emergencies and unforeseen 
circumstances in non-profit human 
service agencies that lacked adequate 
financial resources of their own. 
Council wanted to ensure that agency 
clients continued to receive critical life 
services. In 2007, this funding source 
generated about $1.2 million for this 
important purpose. 
 
To refine the ESF, Councilmember 
Charleta Tavares sponsored and 
successfully passed Ordinance No. 
0153-00 in January 2000 to create the 
Emergency Human Services Capital 
Fund (ESCF). This fund sets aside 
$300,000 annually to assist social 
service agencies emergency capital 
needs. 

Who May Apply? 

 
Emergency Human Services, and 
Emergency Human Services Capital 
Funds are available to non-profit social 
services organizations classified as tax-
exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code.  Individuals and 
for-profit organizations are not eligible for 
funding. 

Grant Guidelines 

 
Emergency Human Services and 
Emergency Human Services Capital 
Funds support the efforts of non-profit 
community-based social service 
organizations that provide a direct 
service to the public. These are one-
time dollars to support a gap in operating 
funds or to fix a broken window, heating/
cooling equipment etc.  Funding for 
services may include, but are not limited 
to, programs and activities for youth, 
seniors, and families.  

Examples of eligibility criteria for ESF/
ESCF funds for applicants to consider: 

• Funds can only be used to maintain 
a non-profit's owner-occupied facility, 
(examples include roof repair, boiler 
replacement, etc). 

• Organizations are ineligible if they 
have received ESCF funding within 
the past seven years. 

• Applicants in partnerships with other 
granters, governmental 
organizations and the private sector 
are preferred. 

• Organization services must be 
community-based and complement, 
rather than duplicate the efforts of 
other service providers. 

• Organization must be in good 
standing with all rules and 
regulations in their relationship with 
the City and other grant makers.  

How To Begin:  
ESF and/or ESCF  

Application Process 

 
Prospective applicants are asked to 
review carefully the guidelines for the 
Emergency Human Services, and 
Emergency Human Services Capital 
Funds grant programs. 

It is not necessary to send additional 
supporting materials (e.g. videotapes 
and publications) with the letter of inquiry. 
Please feel free, however, to mention the 
availability of any such materials in your 
letter. 

 

 

 

 

Letters of inquiry will be accepted at any time and 
should be sent to: 

Columbus City Council 
Attn. Councilmember Charleta B. Tavares 

90 West Broad St., 3rd Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
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