
As I continue to advance our goals and the work to be done in the 
new year, I do so with renewed conviction. While the slightly better 
economic news of late is very welcome, I know many residents in 
our community are still struggling. That is why I will continue to 
work hard to provide assistance to residents in need. Several of my 
initiatives and priorities for the year are highlighted in this month’s 
newsletter as well as my sponsored amendments to the 2010 City 
General Fund Budget.  

I am also happy to report that Columbus has recently been 
awarded federal money to help confront the issue of foreclosed 
and/or vacant properties in the some of the most affected 
neighborhoods in our City. Details of this award can be found on 
page two. 

As always, I encourage everyone to do what they can to help those in our community, and 
in our world, who are struggling with what may seem to be insurmountable difficulties. 
Unfortunately during catastrophes, like the earthquakes in Haiti, some look to take 
advantage of the good giving nature of people. With that in mind, I remind that when giving 
monetary donations, please give to reputable and established agencies. Thank you for 
allowing me to serve you, and please do not hesitate to contact my office at (614) 645-
8580 if I can be of any assistance. 

From the Office of Councilmember Charleta B. Tavares 
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TAVARES T IMES NEWS  

Sincerely,  
 

Charleta B. Tavares 

Increasingly, it is becoming difficult for working individuals and families to make ends 
meet, despite access to public and private benefits. The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) 
is one benefit that has the potential to increase the annual income of a low- to moderate-
wage worker by as much as 25 percent. It is a refundable tax credit designed to 
supplement wages and reward work. However, nearly 20 percent of eligible taxpayers do 
not claim the tax credit, and, those that do, often pay large fees to have their returns 
prepared and to secure short-term, high-interest loans. 

In October 2006, a group of organizations lead by the City of Columbus and the United Way of Central Ohio, formed 
the Franklin County EITC Coalition. In an effort to promote self-sufficiency through outreach activities, free tax 
preparation and asset-building opportunities the coalition partners work together and deliver streamlined tax and 
financial education services. During the 2009 filing season, the Coalition was able to prepare 4,054 tax returns at 18 
volunteer-run assistance sites and return $2,101,068 in EITC credits to local taxpayers. In all, the coalition helped 
residents claim $5,033,904 in total refunds and saved an estimated $1,013,500 on fees for preparation and high-
interest loans. 

This tax season, the Coalition is excited to continue their efforts through April 15. Taxpayers earning up to $48,279 
are invited to call 2-1-1 for free and confidential tax preparation services. Numerous convenient sites are located all 
over Columbus, some taking appointments and others with drop in service for eligible taxpayers. IRS certified 
volunteer preparers will complete and file your taxes at no charge. Depending on your income level, marital 
status, and number of dependants, you may be able to claim a credit of up to $5,657. 
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COLUMBUS AWARDED NEIGHBORHOOD STABILIZATION PROGRAM FUNDS 

Columbus has been awarded $23,200,773 from the 
Neighborhood Stabilization Program 2 (NSP2) grant funds 
under the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act of 2009 
from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD). Columbus was one of 56 recipients of the funding 
chosen from nearly 500 applicants. Results were announced 
January 14 in Columbus by HUD Secretary Shaun Donovan.  

“Receiving these important funds will help provide for the 
acquisition, rehabilitation, redevelopment or demolition of 
foreclosed abandoned or vacant properties in some of our most 
affected neighborhoods, said Councilmember Charleta Tavares. 
They will also help to stabilize neighborhoods and stem the 
decline of housing values.” 

Ordinance 0156-2010 sponsored by Councilmember Tavares 
passed on January 25, authorized the Director of the 
Department of Development to enter into consortium funding 
agreements with members of the NSP2 Consortium and 
authorized the appropriation and expenditure of $12,083,000. The City of Columbus is the Lead Applicant of the NSP 
2 Consortium which is an association of seven organizations and government entities formed for the purpose of 
applying for and implementing NSP2 funds, as well as, pooling resources and services for achieving a common goal: 
Creating vital, healthy neighborhoods by implementing strategies that build a stronger housing real-estate market in 
weak-market areas of Columbus and Franklin County. Funding agreements between the City of Columbus and the 6 
consortium partners are as follows: 

 Affordable Housing Trust for Columbus and Franklin County   $1,100,000 
 Campus Partners        $2,500,000 
 Columbus Housing Partnership       $1,320,500 
 Community Development Collaborative of Greater Columbus   $2,250,000 
 Franklin County         $3,412,500 
 Habitat for Humanity of Greater Columbus     $1,500,000 

 TOTAL        $12,083,000 

Each consortium member will develop projects that are appropriate for the funding and work with City Department of 
Development staff to implement the mandates of the HUD regulations and City commitments for the funding. 

Future ordinances will authorize the appropriation of the remainder of the funds. These ordinances will establish City 
of Columbus budget items including the following: Administration and Program Delivery, 50% Area Median Income 
(AMI) Fund, 120% AMI Fund (for Permanent Supportive Housing), and Acquisition and Demolition Fund. For more 
information, please visit www.columbus.gov. 

As news focusing on the struggles of the Haitian people in the aftermath of the devastating earthquakes continues 
and prompts many generous and caring people to want to donate, it is important to beware of scams. “I am 
encouraging all of us to give but only to reputable organizations that have a track record of doing responsible and 
cost-effective charitable work, stated Councilwoman Charleta Tavares. According to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, over 400 new domain names related to Haiti have been registered since the disaster unfortunately; 
many of these new organizations are scam operations preying on the generosity of people who want to do good”. 

As a caution, before making a donation of any kind, protect yourself and verify the legitimacy of nonprofit and charity 
organizations by using various Internet-based resources that may assist in confirming the group’s existence and its 
nonprofit status rather than following a purported link to the site. The following addresses are two Web giving 
resources: 1) www.bbb.org/us/haiti and, 2) www.usaid.gov. 

HELP FOR HAITI 

Franklin County Commission President John O’Grady, Commissioner 
Marilyn Brown, Councilmember Hearcel Craig, Former Ohio representative 
Joyce Beatty, HUD Secretary Shaun Donovan and Councilmember  Charleta 

Tavares at the January 14th NSP2 announcement.  
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One of the most important responsibilities of Columbus City Council is to review and modify the Mayor’s proposed 
General Fund Budget. “As the legislative branch of government it is our responsibility to hold hearings on the budget 
and work with our residents and the Administration to modify or amend the budget as proposed. I am proud to have 
worked with our residents, departments and most importantly my colleagues on Council to sponsor/co-sponsor the 
important amendments listed below: Councilmember Charleta B. Tavares.  

“Each amendment I am sponsoring will provide critical support to the many organizations and agencies that serve 
Columbus’ residents in this slow economy,” says Councilmember Charleta Tavares. I am happy to support the 
agencies that provide basic needs, protection and skills/ job training for those who are struggling in our city during 
these difficult times.”  

Uniformed Fire Personnel              $2,193,216 
This amendment will provide funding for a Fire recruit class of fifty (50) beginning in June, 2010. This will ensure 
placement of new Firefighters in stations in early 2011, and will assist in mitigating the impact of retirements 
associated with the Deferred Retirement Option Plan (D.R.O.P.). 

Sponsor(s): All Councilmembers are co-sponsoring this amendment. 

Community Shelter Board         $360,000 
Reductions in funding from other sources and increased demands for services have created a significant gap in 
funding for the Community Shelter Board. This amendment will help to ensure the continued delivery of critical 
services and programs. 

Sponsor(s): Councilmembers Michael C. Mentel and Charleta B. Tavares 

Human Services Restoration         $126,000 
Human services funding has been significantly reduced in recent budget cycles, while demand for services has 
steadily increased due to lay-offs, bankruptcies and foreclosures. This amendment will help to meet critical needs, 
including: child care assistance, employment services, foreclosure counseling and staffing at the City’s contract 
social service agencies. The amendment will supplement $3,570,006.00 budgeted in the Mayor’s proposed 2010 
budget. 

Sponsor(s): Councilmember Charleta B. Tavares 

Office of Minority Health       $80,000 
This amendment will assist in combating health disparities in 
minority communities in Columbus by funding programs designed to 
promote the health and well-being of infants and to prevent chronic 
disease, illness and premature death among adults. The 
amendment supplements the $299,087 included in the Mayor’s 
2010 budget. 

Sponsor(s): Councilmember Charleta B. Tavares 

Columbus Neighborhood Health Centers    $50,000 
This amendment will help to provide prenatal care in the Linden 
area of Columbus and provide important health services necessary 
to ensure healthy, full-term births. Prenatal services were recently 
eliminated in this part of Columbus, a neighborhood with one of the 
highest infant mortality rates in the country. 

Sponsor(s): Councilmember Charleta B. Tavares 

Access Health Columbus         $15,000 
This amendment will help to support the mission and work of Access Health Columbus, and to promote the 
expansion of health services to uninsured members of our community. Access Health works to improve access to 
health care in our community, particularly for those most vulnerable, by advancing public-private partnerships and 
promoting innovative solutions. 

Sponsor(s): Councilmember Charleta B. Tavares 

Ryan Johnson (l) and John Tolbert (r) of the Columbus Office of Minor-
ity Health join Councilmember Charleta Tavares at a recent community 

health fair. 



Job Help Centers are designated spaces in all 21 locations of the Columbus Metropolitan 
Library that are dedicated to helping the people of Columbus and central Ohio find jobs. All 
services are free of charge and center visitors can use computers, Internet access and other 
online resources in their job search.  

Helpful staff and volunteers are prepared to assist customers one-on-one with application 
processes or customers can attend classes to learn basic e-mail training, online job applications 

and job searching, resume help, basic computer training, and Internet searching. For more information on this 
important services provided by the Columbus Metropolitan Library, visit www.columbuslibrary.org/jobhelp. 

To receive the Tavares Times News directly by ground mail or e-mail call (614) 645-8580 or email jcragland@columbus.gov. 
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Councilmember Charleta Tavares sponsored a 
resolution to recognize February 7, 2010 as National 
Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day (NBHAAD). 
NBHAAD is a national HIV testing and treatment 
community mobilization initiative designed to 
encourage African-Americans across the United 
States and to get educated, get tested, get involved, 
and get treated.  

In 2006—the last year reliable data is available— 
HIV was the fourth leading cause of death for Black 
men and third leading cause of death for Black 
women, ages 25-44. Unfortunately, many of those 
who are infected with HIV are unaware of their 
status and may unknowingly transmit the virus to others.  

Chairwoman of Council’s Health and Human Development Committee, 
Charleta Tavares notes, “It is time to mobilize and talk about this 
devastating disease so we can make a difference… and there’s no better 
time than on this commemorative day!” 

Special events such as press conferences, town hall meetings, church 
services, candlelight vigils, and free HIV testing will be held throughout 
Columbus and the nation. Free HIV testing is available on February 11, 
2010 at Columbus State Nester Hall from 10am to 4pm. Ongoing 
opportunities for free HIV testing are available through Columbus Public 
Health, Columbus AIDS Task Force, and the Tobias Project.   

For more information on National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day, visit 
www.blackaidsday.org and www.columbuspublichealth.org.  

LEGISLATIVE WATCH 

 

NATIONAL BLACK HIV/AIDS AWARENESS DAY 
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HELP FOR JOB SEEKERS 

NEIGHBORHOOD STABILIZATION DOLLARS HELPING COLUMBUS NEIGHBORHOODS: The U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development has awarded Columbus $23,200,773 in the Neighborhood Stabilization Program 
2. The funds, provided for in the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act of 2009, will provide for the acquisition, 
rehabilitation, redevelopment or demolition of foreclosed, abandoned and vacant properties. Housing Chair Charleta 
B. Tavares sponsored ordinance 0035-2010 to appropriate $12,083,000 to help create stronger neighborhoods in 
weak real estate markets in Columbus and Franklin County. 


