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GREAT NEWS ON DSCC ____________________________________ 
 
Months of effort paid off big for the central Ohio community as the Defense Department announced that the Defense 
Supply Center, Columbus (DSCC), located in Whitehall, escaped Base Realignment Closure—the Pentagon’s on-
going effort to reduce operating costs and increase efficiency. The current facility employs about 6,100, pays an 
average wage of $62,000, and has an estimated local economic impact of $600 million as the area’s 12th largest 
employer. Even better news is that 1,700 new jobs are headed to DSCC over the next seven years. DSCC is a primary 
logistics and contract management agency for American Armed Forces. 
  

 
 
Columbus joined with the Chamber of Commerce, Whitehall, Franklin County, and the State to form Team DSCC to 
wage a campaign to convince the Pentagon to keep DSCC off the closure list.  “DSCC is a big economic engine, 
whose impact extends well beyond Whitehall,” Hudson noted. “This kind of local partnership is what we need 
to continue to do to keep and attract jobs to central Ohio.” Job well done! 

 
AEDS - COMING NEAR YOU? ________________________________ 
 
If Council member Patsy Thomas and Project Second Chance partners have their way, more 
automated external defibrillator units will soon be popping up at a church or business near you. 
The City recently contacted 2,900 central Ohio establishments to provide information on the 
life-saving devices and ask them to complete a survey assessing how many AED units are 
currently in Columbus and where each is deployed. It’s all part of a community-wide education 
program (PAD) to increase public access to AEDs and to promote the use of CPR and AEDs.     

“It is important that 
the Pentagon 
understood the 
value of DSCC to 
central Ohio,” said 
Council member 
Mary Jo Hudson, 
who led Council’s 
work to keep DSCC 
from moving.  

 
“We’ve built a lot of momentum with our PAD program,” 
Thomas said. “Our hope is to have AEDs as common as 
fire extinguishers.  In this first phase we’re targeting our 
outreach and education efforts to high-traffic sites, like 
office buildings and churches as well as locations where 
people experience an increase in heart rate, such as 
workout facilities and gyms.” And following up on an earlier 
budget pledge, Thomas sponsored legislation to enable the 
City to purchase about twenty additional AED units of its own. 
Those will be installed at City recreation centers and police 
facilities. 

Click on the picture above to access 
the City’s PAD brochure (pdf). 

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/councilmembers/Thomas/default.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/councilmembers/hudson/default.asp
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THANKS EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES TEAMS______________ 
 

The City of Columbus emergency medical teams within the 
Division of Fire make 100,000 runs across the city and 
neighboring suburbs annually. That’s about 275 each day! 
Responders undergo continuous, rigorous training and are ready 
to treat everything from broken bones to heat attacks and more.  
 
“The City’s emergency services squads are among the most 
dedicated public servants we have,” says Michael C. Mentel, 
chair of City Council’s Public Safety Committee. “They 
routinely save lives and keep citizens safe—often under 
extreme stress. I can’t say enough about how proud I am of 
them, and how lucky we all are to have such a fine group of 
men and women helping to protect Columbus families.”  
 
Mentel recognized the contribution of EMS providers at the May 
16 Council meeting.   

 

 
             Mentel speaks to EMS providers. 

JUMP IN! THE WATER’S SAFE _____________________________ 
It won’t be “damn the torpedoes and full speed ahead” on Columbus waterways this 
summer, thanks to an agreement the City worked out with the Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources. Council President Matt Habash sponsored City Codes updates that 
preserve the City’s oversight of its reservoirs and waterways and maintain our current 
40 MPH limit rather than adopt the state’s unlimited boat speeds. “This was a safety 
issue,” Habash said. “We also continued prohibiting jet skis and other personal 
water craft that pose a high risk factor and have a history of accidents.” The 
legislation resulted from two years of intense negotiations between a working group of 
State and City officials as well as interested citizens.   

 

INVESTING IN The CENTRAL CITY to CREATE JOBS_____________  

The State of Ohio is helping Columbus improve the health and safety of its Downtown 
and attract new jobs by funding $4.5 million in cleanup grants for 
three key central city redevelopment projects. The funds are for 
asbestos removal from the former Lazarus building and the 
buildings at the corner of Broad and High, and for soil cleanup at 
the former Timken site on Cleveland Avenue. Council member Mary 
Jo Hudson, chair of Council’s Jobs Development Committee, 
welcomed the assistance. “These projects continue reshaping 
Columbus’ skyline. And, we certainly appreciate the State’s 
willingness to partner with us. Along with City tax abatement, 
these contributions will help incentivize more than $20 million 
in private investment, produce hundreds of new jobs and feed 
City revenues that ultimately support basic services like police 
and fire protection.”  

New Life for Broad 
and High 

  

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/councilmembers/MENTEL/default.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/councilmembers/habash/default.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/councilmembers/hudson/default.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/councilmembers/hudson/default.asp
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LEAKY BASEMENTS – MORE HELP ON THE WAY ________________  
 
Few home problems are more frustrating than a leaky basement. And in central 
Ohio in the spring, it can become a big headache for homeowners in some of the 
older areas of the city. That’s why the Council member Patsy Thomas initiated 
the idea of earmarking a portion of sewer utility revenues to pay for the 
installation of devices to correct the problem. The City’s Project Dry Basement 
kicked off last year and already has helped 146 households who were suffering 
basement flooding caused by a mainline sewer blockage. A second $1 million 
has been set aside to fund the program this year. For more information or to 
apply, call 645-5590.  

 
RESIDENTS RUB ELBOWS WITH COUNCIL ____________________ 
 
It’s not often easy to get one-on-one face time 
with a Council member to discuss whatever 
particular city issue grabs your attention, but 
Franklinton residents had the chance recently as 
Council held its second Leaders Meeting of 2005 
at the Gladden Community Center. “The best 
way to understand what Columbus 
residents are thinking is to spend time in 
the community,” President Habash said.  
“These quarterly events help Council keep 
things in proper perspective. We learn as much as the 
residents and business owners who attend.” 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for 
September—site to be determined.   

Council members listen to 
Franklinton area residents’ 
concerns and ideas.  
   

 
CONGRATULATIONS ANGELA! _____________________________ 
 

Angela Mingo with one of the 
City’s co-EITC sponsors, Mark 
Real of KidsOhio. 

City Council’s favorite neighborhood community liaison, Angela Mingo, gave birth 
to a seven-pound, fourteen ounce, bouncing baby girl, May 14th. Mother and 
daughter are doing great. Angela, whose many duties include coordinating 
Council’s quarterly Neighborhood Leaders’ meetings, demonstrated her 
extraordinary dedication to her job by waiting to deliver until after she wrapped up 
this year’s Earned Income Tax Credit program.  
 
Hurry back, Angela! 
 

 
 
 

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/councilmembers/Thomas/default.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/councilmembers/habash/default.asp
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