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MBUS’ HOMEGROWN TALENT _________________ 
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Council member Hudson discusses downtown projects with 
Larry Fisher, executive director of Columbus Downtown 
Development, and Bob McLaughlin, downtown development 
administrator for the City. Downtown might be one area to 
benefit from the Entrepreneurship program.    

e project include $60,000 in 
by Accenture for $100,000 in 

ULD LOSE $7 MILLION IN FEDERAL FUNDS ______ 
 
If the federal Administration has its way, Columbus 
will see less support next year from Washington in 
the form of Community Development Block Grants 
(CDBG). The grant program has been a foundation 
for America's cities for thirty years. Columbus uses 
CDBG dollars to create jobs, provide affordable 
housing, eliminate blight, and generate new 
economic investment. Council member Charleta 
Tavares, a board member of The National League of 
Cities (NLC), has joined NLC colleagues and other 
groups to lobby Congress to reject the president’s 

ed for drastic cuts in federal monies through consolidating various grant programs. 

 Million
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 the CDBG program is on the chopping block,” said Tavares. “It works so well 
ibility to address challenges with programs and solutions that are specific to 
 funding is a huge priority.” 

 make a final decision sometime this fall.  
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MENTEL SPONSORS GUN LAW ____________________________ 
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Columbus Dispatch June 20, 2005 Editorial: 
Semiautomatic assault weapons are today’s Tommy guns and 
have little or no purpose other than making war on others. The 
city is right to move ahead with its ban.  
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Columbus Dispatch June 3, 2005 article: “The 
problem with these rifles is that they can penetrate 
homes and endanger citizens. Police are not 
equipped…they are undergunned.” – Columbus 
Police commander Bill Mattei. 
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Columbus Police Officer Dan Jones discusses his brush with 
assault weapon fire during a high-speed car chase last year. 

Kevin Boyce with University area friends at 
a 2004 fire safety event. 

ichael C. Mentel, chair of City Council’s Public 
afety Committee, wants to keep Columbus police 
nd citizens safe by outlawing certain dangerous, 
nregulated weapons. He initiated an investigation 

ast year into the threat posed by assault rifles 
fter the U.S. Congress allowed the ten-year old 

ederal ban on assault weapons to expire, 
ncluding a series of public meetings and a 
eapons demonstration at the Police Academy. 

“All sides had ample opportunity to voice 
heir opinions,” Mentel said. “I’m concerned 
hat police are increasingly finding themselves 
utgunned on the street by criminals. Even 
ulletproof vests offer inadequate protection.”  

he Columbus law targets new purchases and 
estricts the sale and ownership of weapons with 
etachable magazines and features that allow 
ontrolled, rapid fire.  For more information and to 
omment see: Columbus City Council - Proposed 
ssault Weapon Ban. Mentel will conduct a public hearing June 30 and expects a July 11or 18 vote.  

WO SAFETY INITIATIVES GET UNDERWAY _________________  

It takes more than police to fight crime and ensure safe 
neighborhoods. Council member Kevin Boyce is calling on area 
residents, businesses, and institutions to help identify the best 
strategies to improve community safety in two areas that have 
experienced relatively high crime rates and other safety challenges. 
 
Boyce sponsored legislation for an Urban Crime Prevention Initiative 
on the Eastside, partnering with the State and the Columbus Urban 
League. The $20,000 City contribution, from the $2 million Public 
Safety fund Council created in its 2005 budget amendments, 
matches a $60,000 state grant. 
 
In Franklinton, Boyce and a community team will zero in on the most 
pressing safety issues, including how to improve by-stander CPR 
rates. Nearly 7,500 surveys will go to area residents and businesses 
seeking input.  
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SUMMER COLOR COMING to CITY HALL_____________________ 
 
City employees and visitors to City Hall this summer can 
thank the Columbus Apartment Association for some 
extra color around the patio. Working with Council 
member Maryellen O'Shaughnessy, CAA sponsored 
flowers and plants in thirty-four planters. Volunteers will 
also maintain the attractive displays. Thanks, CAA! 
   
O’Shaughnessy is also working to preserve one of only 
three buildings in Columbus recognized as a National 
Historic Landmark—the Eddie Rickenbacker home on 
Livingston Avenue. ICI Paints will donate paint to help 
restore the home to its early 1900’s condition. 
O’Shaughnessy is helping to organize volunteers to pitch 
in with the work. 
 
 

 
 
 

Maryellen O’Shaughnessy with Columbus Apartment 
Association representatives bringing some summer color 
 
 

 
FIXING FIRE HYDRANTS - UPDATE__________________________ 
 

The Big Hydrant Fix is underway as the City has 
contracted to bring 325 out-of-service fire hydrants 
back into action.  Plans to fix an additional 125 units 
will be to Council this summer. Council members 
Patsy Thomas and Kevin Boyce urged the 
administration to enact new policies this spring after 
learning that over 500 of the City’s 25,000 hydrants 
were out-of-service. 
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Under new procedures, at least 99% of all units must 
be in working order at any given time, adjacent units 
can never be out at the same time, and the Division 
of Water must fix any broken unit within 120 days.   
 
“This is great progress,” Thomas said. “It’s 
absolutely critical that firefighters have access to 
working hydrants. Trucks only carry so much 
water and hydrants assure adequate backup.” 
 

  Columbus firefighters battle a house fire. 
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