
An E-Publication of Columbus City Council Summer 2008 

This has been a busy summer for all 
members of City Council.  I hope you‘ll take 
a moment to read about some of our 
initiatives and projects in this special 
summer edition of Call The Roll. 
 
Of course, one of the most important tasks 
that my colleagues and I are working on is 
meeting and speaking with residents about 
the voted bond package.  This economic 
stimulus package is intended to promote 
new investment in our neighborhoods and 
create thousands of construction jobs, while 
actually saving the City more than $28 
million. 
 
Voter approval of the six bond issues in 
November will allow the City to borrow 
money through the sale of bonds to finance 
a series of capital improvements over the 

course of a number of years.  Columbus is the only major city in the United States to maintain a Triple-A Bond 
rating from all three major rating agencies, which—when coupled with voter approval—would allow the City to 
finance more projects with less dollars. 
 
There are a couple of things I would like you to keep in mind about the details of the bond package.  First, this 
is not a tax increase; voting for the six bond issues simply gives the City the authority to sell bonds to raise 
capital.  Second, many of these projects must be completed to improve Columbus‘ critical infrastructure, 
regardless of the passage of the bond package; however, 
voters can save taxpayers‘ money by giving the City the 
authority to issue the bonds that will pay for these capital 
projects at a lower interest rate. 
 
I look forward to communicating with you in the future 
about more features of the 2008 voted bond package. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 

Michael C. Mentel 
City Council President 
 

Visit Columbus City Council’s Web site to learn more about Council’s Initiatives and to access links to City 
departments.  

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  ________________________________________ 

President Michael C. Mentel 

Members of Council joined Mayor Coleman in Driving Park to outline some of 
the capital improvement projects proposed in this year’s voted bond package.  
If passed, the bond package would NOT raise taxes, but would SAVE money. 

Voter approval of the voted bond package will allow the 
City to continue providing critical services such as snow and 
ice removal.  

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/initiatives/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/initiatives/index.asp
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Recognizing her strong leadership in improving our 
public infrastructure and promoting economic 
development, the Central Ohio section of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) named 
Councilmember Maryellen O‘Shaughnessy their Local 
Official of the Year.    
 
O‘Shaughnessy, who chairs the Development and 
Public Service & Transportation Committees, was 
chosen by ASCE for ―an excellent job in developing 
programs to better serve not only the City of Columbus, 
but all of Franklin County.‖ 
 
ASCE highlighted some of O‘Shaughnessy‘s 
achievements, including: 
 
 Helping develop the "Pay as We Grow" program. 

The first successful application of this program was 
recently completed at the Hayden Run Road area as 
part of a joint partnership with Franklin County 
Engineer Dean Ringle.  Franklin County managed 
this project with support from the City of Columbus and developers. 

 
 Working with state and local officials to develop the best alternative for the I-70/I-71 freeway caps. 
 
 Developing programs and policies to protect the environment, including the Big Darby Watershed. 
 
 Investigating ways to improve the public transit system in Central Ohio. 

Public Service and Transportation Committee Chair Maryellen 
O’Shaughnessy was named “Local Official of the Year” by the 
Central Ohio section of the American Society of Civil Engineers. 

Columbus City Council continued their support for a 
popular summertime program that allows local children to 
enjoy the wonders of the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium. 
 
Recreation and Parks Committee Chair Priscilla R. Tyson 
helped welcome a trio of animals from the Zoo to Council 
Chambers.  Officials from the Zoo brought a civet, 
spotted leopard, and bearcat to help highlight the 2008 
Melvin B. Dodge Zoo Days program.  Zoo Days is a 
partnership with the City of Columbus to provide 
transportation, admission, meals, and gifts for children at 
the Zoo.  Since 2004, approximately 6,000 youth have 
taken part in the program, named after the former director 
of the Recreation and Parks Department. 
 

―The Zoo Days program allows children to enjoy one of the finest zoos in the nation in an educational and safe 
setting,‖ said Tyson.  ―I want to thank Director Gerry Borin for his leadership in helping City Council continue 
this worthwhile initiative.‖ 

ZOO DAYS AT COUNCIL__________________________________________ 

Councilmembers Tyson (left) and Tavares (right) get 
acquainted with a baby spotted leopard. 

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/Oshaughnessy/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/tyson/index.asp
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The City of Columbus announced this summer that the 
curfew laws that had been on the books for decades will be 
enforced with a renewed sense of urgency. 
 
―Statistics show the deeper you go into the night, the more 
likely a teen is to be involved in, or a victim of, criminal 
activity,‖ said Councilmember Andrew J. Ginther, chair of 
the Public Safety Committee.  ―By improving curfew 
enforcement, police are not looking to take the place of 
parents, but instead give families another tool to ensure the 
safety of Columbus teens.‖ 
 
The pilot curfew program is part of the City‘s 
comprehensive safety plan, along with the summer strike 
force and anti-gang initiative, designed to keep children and 
neighborhoods safe.  Minors under the age of 13 are 
required to be home one hour after sunset and young 

people between the ages of 13 through 17 must be home by midnight.  If a young person violates curfew for the 
first time, the parent and child must attend a three hour workshop presented by the Safe & Drug Free Schools 
Consortium.  The second offense requires community service, such as removing graffiti and litter, as 
coordinated by the YMCA.  A third infraction by the same minor could result in charges of curfew violation and 
the parent or legal guardian could be charged with parental neglect.  Both charges are third degree 
misdemeanors, with a maximum fine of $500 and/or 60 days in jail.    
 
―While the City will step up and provide stronger curfew enforcement, I consider this issue a call to action to all 
parents, faith leaders and neighborhood leaders to take responsibility for knowing where our children are late at 
night,‖ said Mayor Michael B. Coleman.  ―Nothing good happens when kids are on the streets after midnight, 
and we need to do more to keep kids out of harm‘s way and out of trouble.‖ 

Public Safety Committee Chair Andrew J. Ginther discussed 
how the Summer Curfew Initiative aims to protect children 
and empower parents.  

Helping fathers become the responsible and nurturing men they hope to be, 
President Pro Tem Kevin L. Boyce served as the keynote speaker for the 
Columbus Urban League‘s African American Male Initiative (AAMI) inaugural 
Father 2 Father graduation ceremony held at the King Arts Complex. 
 
Boyce, who chairs City Council‘s Finance and Zoning Committees, 
encouraged the graduates to continue to practice the skills they learned in 
the newly implemented program. 
 
―Learning to be the best father possible requires a lifetime commitment,‖ 
Boyce told the graduates.  ―I encourage you to continue to grow and examine 
how every decision you make in every facet of your life will affect the lives of 
all those in your family.‖ 
 
The Father 2 Father program is a partnership between the Child Support 
Enforcement Agency and the Urban League.  The 12 week program touches 
on such issues as child support, education, joblessness and housing.  In 
2006, Councilmember Boyce, along with Mayor Coleman, helped found the 
AAMI program. 

BOYCE SERVES AS KEYNOTE SPEAKER FOR FATHER 2 FATHER____________ 

President Pro Tem Kevin L. Boyce 
addressed the program’s graduates. 

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/ginther/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/boyce/index.asp
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Seconds count when someone is experiencing a 
cardiac emergency.  That‘s why all City buildings 
have automated external defibrillators (AEDs) that 
can be used to shock the heart, allowing it to re-
establish an effective heartbeat. 
 
Recognizing the importance of this potentially life 
saving apparatus, all Giant Eagle stores in the 
Columbus area now have an AED.  To celebrate 
that milestone, Giant Eagle purchased an extra 
AED and donated it to the Columbus Public 
Library‗s Main Branch. 
 
―Each year, hundreds of thousands of people enter 
this building and it is good to know, if they need 
emergency help, an AED is close by and library 
workers have been trained to properly use the 
device,‖ said Councilmember Charleta B. Tavares, 
chair of the Health, Housing and Human Services 
Committee.   
 
Tavares attended the news conference where Giant Eagle leaders presented the new AED to the library.   
 
―Being a good corporate citizen means giving back to the community,‖ said Dave Daniel, VP of Operations, 
Giant Eagle, Inc.  ―The gift of the AED to the Columbus Public Library is one way we can impact the lives of 
Columbus residents.‖ 

City of Columbus Medical Director Dr. David Keseg, Councilmember 
Charleta B. Tavares, Giant Eagle Vice President of Operations Dave 
Daniel,  and Kerry Bierman of the Columbus Metropolitan Library 
present the donated AED.  Listen to Councilmember Tavares discuss 
Giant Eagle’s donation of the AED to the Columbus Public Library. 

In July, City Council took formal measurers to place 
Mayor Coleman‘s $1.66 billion bond package proposal 
on the General Election ballot this November.  Prior to 
Council adopting the resolution to proceed with the 
ballot initiative, Finance Committee Chair Kevin L. 
Boyce conveyed how important the bond package is to 
the City‘s ability to continue providing essential 
services such as refuse collection and snow removal.   
 
―It is vital that the public understands that their support 
of this bond package will allow the City to continue 
providing the services they have come to expect,‖ said 
Boyce.  
 
In tandem with the 2008 voted bond package, City 

Council also approved the 2008-2013 Capital Improvements Plan (CIP).   
 
The CIP provides a blueprint for the City‘s short and long term plans to invest in major projects, including 
everything from purchasing new fire trucks to building sidewalks.  While the CIP is amended as necessary from 
year-to-year to meet the City‘s needs, it is one of the key components that will help determine how the money 
authorized by the voted bond package will be spent.  
 

BOND PACKAGE TO GO BEFORE VOTERS_____________________________ 

President Pro Tem Boyce conveyed the importance of the 2008 
Voted Bond Packaged.  

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/tavares/index.asp
http://council.ci.columbus.oh.us/Asset/iu_files/TavaresAED.mp3
file:///C:/My Documents/ACThttp:/www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/boyce/index.asp
file:///C:/My Documents/ACThttp:/www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/boyce/index.asp
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Citing his strong leadership skills and unwavering support for Columbus 
residents, the St. Stephen‘s Community House has named Columbus 
City Council President Michael C. Mentel the winner of the 2008 John 
Maloney Leadership Award. 
 
―St. Stephen‘s Community House helps educate children, feed families 
and train workers.  It is an honor to be recognized by them and have my 
name associated with Mr. Maloney,‖ said Mentel. 
 
The John Maloney Leadership Award was established in 1989 by the 
Board of Trustees of St. Stephen‘s Community House and is given to a 
deserving member of the Columbus community who demonstrates a 
similar level of leadership that Mr. Maloney provided in his personal and 

civic endeavors.  Maloney was guided by the philosophy that helping people lead normal, productive lives 
would help them overcome the stresses and tensions of daily life. 
 
Council President Mentel has worked tirelessly during his tenure at City Hall to provide for public safety and 
build stronger neighborhoods while also helping those on the fringes of society.  Most recently, President 
Mentel and Mayor Michael Coleman created the cabinet level position of Advocate for the Homeless and Social 
Services to help Columbus residents improve their lives. 
 
―It takes vision for someone like President Mentel to help lead the city in some of the toughest economic times,‖ 
said Michelle Mills, President/CEO of St. Stephen‘s House.  ―Mike has the type of leadership that John Maloney 
had to allow St. Stephens to keep brightening lives.‖ 
 
President Mentel was presented the award during the annual St. Stephen‘s Community House banquet and 
fundraiser held in July at the Wexner Party Barn. 

When it comes to battling HIV/AIDS in Columbus, a simple 
test can hold the key to stopping the spread of the 
disease.  To demonstrate how easy it is to get tested, 
Columbus City Councilmembers Priscilla R. Tyson and 
Charleta B. Tavares helped support National HIV Testing 
Day at an event at the Tobias Center. 
 
―Education is the key to stopping the spread of this disease,‖ 
said Tyson. ―One simple test can help stop the spread of HIV 
in our community.  Within minutes, a person can know their 
status and can take steps to protect themselves and their 
loved ones.‖ 
 
According to the Ohio Department of Health, there are 
approximately 2,939 men, women and children in Central 

Ohio living with HIV.  National HIV Testing Day is a community mobilization and social marketing campaign 
sponsored by the National Association of People with AIDS (NAPWA).  The goal of the campaign is to 
encourage individuals to take advantage of voluntary HIV counseling, testing, and prevention services and to 
access medical care if they test HIV-positive.  For more information on HIV testing, contact the Columbus 
Health Department at 645-7772. 

TYSON AND TAVARES PROMOTE NATIONAL HIV TESTING DAY___________ 

President Michael C. Mentel (right) was 
named the 2008 recipient of the John 
Maloney Leadership Award. 

Councilmember Priscilla R. Tyson helped promote the ease 
of HIV testing for Columbus residents.  

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/mentel/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/tyson/index.asp
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Domestic violence continues to impact Columbus 
families. Councilmember Hearcel F. Craig, chair of 
the Judiciary and Court Administration Committee, 
kicked-off a series of public meetings in June 
designed to educate and inform the public where 
victims of domestic violence can turn for help. 
 
On an annual basis, Columbus police respond to 
over 23,000 domestic violence calls and make over 
5,000 domestic violence-related arrests.  Nearly 
one-third of the Municipal Court's arraignment 
docket involves crimes of domestic violence. 
 
“Domestic violence is often a ‘silent’ crime that can 
destroy families in Columbus,” said Craig.  “If we 
can show victims that there is a way out and there 
are people willing to help, we can help change the 
lives of domestic violence victims.” 
 
A National Violence Against Women survey found 
one in four women in America will be abused by an intimate partner during their lifetime. However, experts who 
assist victims of abuse indicate that there are a number of factors that make the true scope of the domestic 
violence problem difficult to measure.   
 
“Columbus has a strong network of legal professionals and social workers committed to protecting domestic 
violence victims and keeping them and their family members safe,” said Anne Murray, Assistant City Attorney in 
charge of the Domestic Violence/Stalking Unit. 
 
During the hearing, Murray and other experts told Councilmember Craig that domestic violence comes in many 
forms, including verbal and emotional abuse, as well as physical or sexual assault.    
 
“Domestic violence is a learned behavior,” said Kristi Timbrook, Legal System Task Force Director for the 
Columbus Coalition Against Family Violence.  “Those exposed to domestic violence as children are twice as 

likely to engage in abusive behavior as adults.”  
 
Those who are in a domestic violence situation are urged to call: 

 
The Columbus Coalition Against       

 Family  Violence – 722-5985 

Columbus City Attorney –  

      645-6232 

CHOICES Hotline – 224-4663 

 

 

Judiciary and Court Administration Committee Chair Hearcel F. Craig 
hosted a public meeting to inform the community on how the City  
assists victims of domestic violence. 

During the first hearing of the series, 
experts provided Councilmember Craig 
with an overview of the resources the 
City provides victims to help them end 
the cycle of domestic violence. 

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/craig/index.asp
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Columbus City Council President Michael C. Mentel, Public 
Utilities Committee Chair Andrew J. Ginther and Department of 
Public Utilities Director Tatyana Arsh traveled to Washington, 
D.C. this month to seek federal assistance in managing the 
rising cost of paying for mandated infrastructural 
improvements.  The Columbus delegation met with U.S. 
Representatives Deborah Pryce, Pat Tiberi, David Hobson, and 
Tim Ryan, as well as staff members from the offices of 
Senators Sherrod Brown and George Voinovich. 
 
―The consent decree with the Ohio Environmental Protection 
Agency that outlines our requirements to improve Columbus‘ 
water and sewer systems amounts to an unfunded mandate,‖ 
said Mentel.  ―We traveled to Washington to emphasize the 
importance of gaining federal support as the City of Columbus 
continues to work with the EPA to provide safe drinking water 
and clean waterways for our residents.‖ 
  

In 2005, the City of Columbus submitted the Wet Weather Management Plan to the Ohio EPA; the plan will 
reduce sewer overflows and basement backups to make local waterways cleaner.  The plan commits $2.5 
billion, in 2005 dollars, to sewer improvements over the next 40 years. 
 
“The City of Columbus is expected to add 150,000 people in the next 25 years and our infrastructure needs to 
accommodate that growth in an environmentally friendly way,‖ said Ginther.  ―The sanitary sewer system is just 
like our roads and sidewalks, they must be maintained to the highest level possible or they will not serve the 
public properly.‖ 
 
"The City has stepped up to invest in the quality of life for families in 
Columbus and central Ohio well into the 21st Century, but the federal 
government is an important partner in this effort," said Director 
Arsh.  "We can work together to make sure that we are providing the 
best service possible to our ratepayers while keeping our rates 
affordable." 
 
While firmly committed to upgrading Columbus‘ sanitary sewer system, 
the Public Utilities 
Department is 
equally committed to 
ensuring the highest 
quality of service to 
all members of the 
Columbus 
community.  The 
Low Income 
Discount Program 
gives qualifying 
residents a 15% 
reduction in their 
water and sewer 
rates. 

Council President Michael C. Mentel urged the federal 
government to help ease the burden of its federal 
mandates on tax payers. 

(above) During the opening ceremony 
of the new  Headworks facility at the 
Southerly Wastewater Plant last 
December, Public Utilities Committee 
Chair Andrew J. Ginther stressed the 
importance of maintaining the highest 
level of sewer and water infrastructure. 
 
(left) Water treatment equipment at 
the Southerly Wastewater Plant. 

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/mentel/index.asp
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