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A 36-year City Council veteran is fond of reminding our staff that “where there is crisis, 
there is also opportunity.”  Those words were evident after the gale force winds of 
Hurricane Ike made a surprise appearance in Ohio, leaving hundreds of thousands without 
power. 
 
In this case, the crisis was clear.  Residents, who for years had become dependent on 
electricity to run everything from a computer to a television to a garage door opener, were 
literally and figuratively left in the dark. 
 
While most dealt with the aggravation and inconvenience of having to live without   
“creature comforts,” the crisis was a matter of survival for others.  A refrigerator is more 
than a convenience when it is used to store life-saving medication at the correct 
temperature. 
 
But there was also opportunity for those lucky residents who escaped the storm unscathed 
to lend a helping hand to their neighbors and their fellow citizens. 

 
Volunteers assisted at the Red Cross shelter as they provided a safe place for dozens to rest and a hot meal for 
hundreds more at the Expo Center.  Others picked up their power tools to help repair a neighbor’s home or cut tree limbs 
into manageable bundles so they could be properly disposed. 
 
I also would like to thank the thousands of City employees, many of whom spent days trying to properly provide for their 
families and loved ones in the face of hardship, who selflessly put the needs of others before themselves to provide 
essential services during this emergency. 
 
In this crisis our residents truly found the opportunity to help others and this, I hope, will make us a stronger and more 
close-knit community. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 

Michael C. Mentel 
City Council President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit Columbus City Council’s Web site to learn more about Council’s Initiatives and to access links to City 
departments.  
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Standing in the middle of a neighborhood undergoing a positive 
transformation, members of City Council joined with Mayor 
Coleman and leaders from Nationwide Children’s Hospital to 
highlight the new Healthy Neighborhoods, Healthy Families 
(HNHF) partnership. 
 
“Nationwide Children’s Hospital has an international reputation for 
helping young people,” said Council President Michael C. Mentel.  
“With this new joint initiative, the hospital is reinforcing their 
commitment to making the neighborhood that surrounds their 
campus a healthy and safe environment for everyone.” 
 
HNHF is focused on creating tangible outcomes through a broad-
based effort that is responsive to the needs and desires of the 
community.  It will build on existing efforts by targeting 
neighborhoods in the area around the new Livingston Avenue 
Elementary School, Nationwide Children’s Hospital and current 
South Side housing improvement efforts.  Affordable housing is 

one of five components identified by HNHF as an integral part to strengthening neighborhoods and creating the best 
environment to support families.  The other four components are education, health and wellness, safe and accessible 
neighborhoods, and workforce/economic development. 
 
“Where you live and the access to medical, educational and employment opportunities are crucial facets in leading a 
productive life,” said Health, Housing & Human Services Chair Charleta B. Tavares.  “That’s why this partnership with 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital, the City of Columbus, and the neighborhood is critical to the positive community 
development of this area.” 
 
Community Development For All People (CD4AP) and the City’s Home Again program are partnering with Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital to focus on the housing component.  The hospital has announced that it will commit $3-5 million in 
seed money over the next five to seven years to renovate and sell 50 to 60 homes as a part of this initiative.  In addition, 
Home Again and CD4AP already have plans 
underway for renovating and selling 34 
homes.  These efforts will create a total net 
gain of at least 84-94 homes in the 
community.  This new housing effort will also 
provide home buyer assistance and 
education, a foreclosure reduction program 
and a home improvement incentives program 
for existing home owners.  
Nationwide Children’s Hospital also is 
partnering with the Columbus Public Health 
Department to lead efforts around health and 
wellness. Plans are already 
underway to develop programs 
focused on addressing needs 
of area children and families 
including access to primary 
care, behavioral health, dental 
care, obesity, preventing 
prematurity and reducing infant 
mortality, access to health care 
coverage, farmers markets, and 
asthma and diabetes 
education.   

Council President Mentel praised the community for 
working together to build a stronger neighborhood.  

Ruth Williams recently purchased one of the homes that was 
refurbished by the Home Again program.  As part of this new 
initiative, Nationwide Children’s Hospital has committed to 
renovating between 50 and 60 homes.  Combined with the 
Home Again program, more than 80 homes will be renovated 
and sold in the neighborhood. 
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“We have called this area of Columbus 
home for more than 116 years and we’re 
excited to have the opportunity to continue 
making a real difference in the community 
where our neighbors live, our patients visit 
and our employees work,” said Dr. Steve 
Allen, CEO of Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital.  “Healthy Neighborhoods, Healthy 
Families is the type of comprehensive 
approach that can achieve tangible results 
and we look forward to being a partner in all 
five components.” 
 
The education component is being 
organized by Columbus City Schools and 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital. It will 
enhance primary and secondary academic 
opportunities throughout the area, using the 
new Livingston Avenue Elementary School as a base. The focus of the education component will include creating new 
mentoring and academic enrichment programs, improving early childhood education offerings, establishing literacy 
education for children and adults and using medical residents in schools to role model health care careers.   
 
The City of Columbus will head the safe and accessible neighborhoods component along with Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital. Changes to I-70/71 will result in roadway and infrastructure improvements including new sidewalks, bike paths, 
traffic calming measures, and improved green space.  Other targets will include crime prevention programs and personal 
safety initiatives such as bike helmets, car-seat checks, self-defense and violence prevention programs and lead paint 
assessment. 
 

Finally, the City of Columbus and Nationwide Children’s Hospital are 
organizing partners for workforce and economic development. The 
hospital is undergoing an extensive expansion which is creating many 
new job and vendor opportunities. HNHF will work with community 
partners to identify ways to maximize connectivity between the local 
neighborhood and these opportunities. The initiative is also establishing 
student internship programs, creating a variety of job attainment offerings 
such as GED courses and resume writing classes and it is supporting the 
Parsons Avenue Vision Plan for retail expansion. 
 
Next steps for HNHF are to seek community input and additional 
community partners to further refine the components. Recommendations 
around the components will be developed and implemented throughout 
2009. 
 
 
 Nationwide Children’s Hospital CEO Dr. Steve Allen 

provided an overview of the 5-prong approach to 
helping improve the neighborhood.   

Health, Housing and Human Services Committee Chair Charleta B. Tavares spoke 
about the City’s Home Again initiative. 
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Councilmember Andrew J. Ginther, Mayor Michael B. Coleman, 
and Franklin County Engineer Dean Ringle joined with 
neighborhood leaders to help launch phase two of the Morse 
Road improvement project.  Designed to stimulate 
redevelopment of the Northland corridor, the project includes 
measures to ensure pedestrian and bicycle safety, as well as 
provide the utility infrastructure to help businesses prosper.   
 
"This project represents the City's ongoing commitment to 
improving infrastructure in the Northland community and 
creating an environment where businesses can thrive," said 
Ginther, who chairs the Utilities Committee.  “These 
improvements along Morse Road will enhance walk-ability, 
provide readily available access to mass transit and bike lanes 
to support multi-modal transportation.” 
 
More than $5 million of the phase two streetscape project is 

coming from bond money approved by Columbus voters.  This November, the community will have another 
opportunity to continue to invest in Columbus neighborhoods and create jobs by approving a six issue, $1.66 
billion stimulus package. 
 
“The bond package on this November’s ballot is not a tax increase,” Mayor Coleman emphasized.  “With voter 
approval, the City can sell bonds at a lower interest rate and save taxpayers nearly $30 million to continue 
important neighborhood projects.”  

Utilities Committee Chair Andrew J. Ginther discussed 
how the Morse Road project would help promote 
economic development in the Northland area. 

CRAIG CONTINUES DOMESTIC VIOLENCE OUTREACH EFFORT____________ 

“How can I help my neighbor escape the cycle of domestic 
violence...where can they turn for support and what can I say 
to assure them that they will be safe?”   
 
These are just some of the questions that Judiciary and Court 
Administration Committee Chair Hearcel F. Craig will address 
during his second in a series of hearings to address the 
scourge of domestic violence.   
 
“The goal of these meetings is to show victims they do not 
have to stay trapped in the cycle of domestic violence,” said 
Craig.  “There are places to go where they will be safe and 
people who can guide them as they take back their lives.  I 
want them to understand they have a choice and we’re here to 
help.”  
 
The hearing will focus on expanding public awareness of the programs that already exist to help victims.  It will 
also provide information for domestic violence victims who have not yet sought help by educating them on their 
options and the safest path to address their situation.  Craig has assembled a panel of  experts including 
Deputy Chief John Rockwell, Professor Lorie McCaughan and Professor Roberta Mitchell of Capital University, 
Capital Area Humane Society Director Jodi Buckman, and Choices Executive Director Gail Heller to provide 
commentary throughout the meeting. The meeting will be held in Council Chambers on Wednesday, October 
22, 2008 at 5:30 PM and will be televised live on GTC-3.  

Councilmember Craig will hold the second in a series of 
domestic violence hearings on October 22 at 5:30 PM. 
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With voter approval, Issues 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19 will help 
drive new investment into neighborhoods and create jobs in 
construction and other growing private industries.  Neighborhood 
leaders recently joined members of City Council and Mayor 
Coleman to discuss the 2008 Voted Bond Package, which will 
appear as six separate issues on the November 4th ballot.  
 
“Tough economic times demand strategic and deliberate 
decisions,” said City Council President Pro Tem Kevin L. Boyce, 
chair of the Finance Committee.  “This bond package allows us 
to strategically apply public dollars to the very basic needs of our 
citizens.” 
 
Mayor Coleman, all seven members of City Council, City Auditor 
Hugh J. Dorrian, City Attorney Richard C. Pfeiffer, County 

Engineer Dean Ringle, and 25 neighborhood leaders are helping explain the bond issues to residents 
throughout Columbus. 
 
“This effort is joined by citizens from every neighborhood—North, South, East, and West,” Mayor Coleman said. 
“That’s because Issues 14 through 19 will strengthen every neighborhood and create jobs throughout 
Columbus without a tax increase.”  
 
Voter approval allows the City to borrow money at a lower rate through the sale of bonds, which in turn, helps 
finance large capital projects over an extended period of time—similar to a citizen’s purchase of a home.  
Columbus is the largest city in the United States with a AAA Bond Rating, which combined with voter approval, 
allows the City to finance more projects with less dollars and no new taxes.  Estimates indicate that voted bond 
authority could save up to $30 million, allowing the City to fund more neighborhood projects. 
 
“The City of Columbus continues to make a significant investment in our utilities infrastructure,” said 
Councilman Andrew J. Ginther, chair of the Utilities Committee.  “The passage of the Voted Bond Package will 
allow us to improve our current level of service for decades to come.” 
 
$1.1 billion of the bond package will be invested in public utility 
projects to protect central Ohio’s drinking water supply, clean up local 
rivers and streams, and maintain compliance with EPA consent 
orders to reduce sanitary sewer and combined sewer overflows.  The 
City will invest approximately $432 million in key neighborhood 
projects such as new sidewalks, road resurfacing, new fire stations, 
and a new health center.  An additional $124 million of the bond 
package will leverage $702 million in private sector investment and 
create new jobs in key job centers, including Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital, Techneglas, NetJets, and MidOhio Oncology. 
 
An analysis performed by the Greater Columbus Chamber of 
Commerce estimates the bond package will support an average of 
5,500 jobs within the region each year over the next five years and 
will generate $3 billion for the local economy. For every $100 million 
invested by the City, $181 million is generated for the local economy. 
 

President Pro Tem Boyce stressed the importance of 
the voted bond package to Columbus’ economy.  

The six issues making up the 
bond package are:  

 
 Issue 14—Safety & Health  

($86.1 million) 
 Issue 15—Streets & Highways 

($345.6 million) 
 Issue 16—Water                     

($524.7 million) 
 Issue 17—Refuse Collection  

($32.2 million) 
 Issue 18—Sanitary Sewers   

($551.9 million) 
 Issue 19—Recreation & Parks 

($124.2 million) 
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As an example of the tangible difference support of 
the 2008 Voted Bond Package can make, the City 
recently received five new refuse trucks bought 
with funds authorized by the voters in 2004. 
 
Public Service & Transportation Committee Chair 
Maryellen O’Shaughnessy joined Mayor Coleman 
to inspect the diesel-powered trucks that will be 
used to haul away bulk items from Columbus 
neighborhoods. 
 
“These trucks are evidence of the way that the 
Voted Bond Package impacts people’s everyday 
lives,” said O’Shaughnessy.  “These trucks will 
help keep our neighborhoods clean by giving 
residents a viable option for disposing of large, 
unwanted items.” 
 
The City spent $774,729 in voted bond authority to 
purchase the five new diesel-powered trucks.  
Each truck weighs 31,890 pounds when empty and 
can legally carry 16,710 pounds of bulk trash.  The 
new trucks will bring the bulk fleet up to 35.  A sixth new bulk truck powered by compressed natural gas is 
currently on order and is expected to be delivered later in the fall. 

Councilmember O’Shaughnessy tested out the crushing power of one 
of the City’s new bulk-trash trucks. 

One of the oldest and most used recreation centers in 
Columbus has a new look and a new name. 
 
The Whetstone Community Center is the new name for 
the recreation center that has served Clintonville residents 
for more than 50 years.  An investment of nearly $5.4 
million by the City of Columbus, including substantial gifts 
from the community, helped turn the aging facility into one 
of the newest and most vibrant places for residents to 
exercise and gather. 
 
“This project was truly a partnership between the City and 
the community,” said Councilmember Priscilla R. Tyson, 
chair of the Recreation and Parks Committee.  “The 
improvements to the building will mean area residents, 
both young and old, will be able to come together under 
one roof to enjoy the Community Center for decades to 
come. 
 
The center has a new gymnastics room for kids and a 
community room for seniors.  The renovation project 
included  new heating and air condition systems and the 

latest “green” features to take advantage of energy-saving technology. 

WHETSTONE RENOVATIONS______________________________________ 

Councilmember Tyson commended the community for 
making the Whetstone improvements a reality.  
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Recognizing the need to educate Columbus children in the best learning 
environment possible, Columbus City Council adopted a resolution to support 
Issue 75, the Columbus City School’s levy. 
 
At a recent Council meeting, Councilmember Charleta B. Tavares heard from 
Columbus City Schools Superintendent/CEO Dr. Gene Harris on how Issue 
75 will improve the educational standards and opportunities for students. 
 
“Columbus schools have seen a dramatic increase in student achievement 
and graduation rates,” said Councilmember Tavares, sponsor of the 
resolution adopted by Council on September 22.  “This levy will help them 
continue their mission of educating the leaders of tomorrow.” 
 
The levy is expected to generate $77 million in new operating revenue.  

Nearly eighty percent of those dollars will be used to pay for the rising cost of 
operating the largest district in the state, while the remaining portion of the 

levy will pay for new programs that will allow the district to hire 302 new educators.   
 
 

With challenging financial times on the 
horizon, President Pro Tem Kevin L. 
Boyce has taken a proactive approach 
by beginning the public hearings that 
lead up the passage of the general 
fund budget two months ahead of 
schedule.  The first meeting will be 
held Thursday, October 2, 2008 at 
5:30 PM in Council Chambers and 
televised live on GCT-3. 
  
“City Council is not due to receive the Mayor’s budget until mid-November, but I want to begin the discussion 
now so we can explore the best ways to spend the precious public dollars we do have,” said Boyce, who chairs 
the Finance Committee.   
  
The first in a series of hearings, members of Council and the public will be briefed on general fund activity and 
the latest revenue estimates.  Future meetings will include budget proposals from various City departments. In 
years past, Council did not convene budget hearings until early December.  A 2009 budget will be passed early 
next year.   
  
“Although the final budget projections may fluctuate, City Council needs to be prepared for all possible 
scenarios, and the best way to do that is to begin our budget process as early as possible,” said Boyce. 
  
An Economic Advisory Committee was empanelled in February to help City leaders make decisions that will 
impact the long term financial stability of Columbus. The committee is currently researching expenditures and 
revenues as well as strategies that will allow the budget to remain balanced with growing operational costs.   

BOYCE ANNOUNCES FIRST BUDGET HEARING________________________ 

President Pro Tem Kevin L. Boyce will hold the first pubic hearing on the 2009 
General Fund Budget on Thursday, October 2 at 5:30 PM in Council Chambers. 

Councilmember Tavares sponsored a 
resolution expressing Council’s 
support for Issue 75. 
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