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The recurrent theme throughout this latest edition of Call 
the Roll is the inspiration to get involved in one’s 
community and to give back, which is appropriate during 
this holiday season.  First, you’ll learn about some of 
Columbus’ most successful small business owners who 
are willing to serve as mentors and share their insights 
with new start-ups.  You’ll also be inspired by the next 
generation of leaders who are learning about civic 
responsibility as the newest members of the Columbus 
Youth Commission. 
 
And you will read about a homegrown professional 
football player who is serving as a role model for the 
things he does off the playing field.  A few weeks ago, I 
had the distinct pleasure of joining Cincinnati Bengals 
safety Chinedum Ndukwe to celebrate a generous gift to 
a local football program that he and the NFL Players 
Association made.   
 
Ndukwe, a native of Powell and a graduate of Notre Dame University, could have used his time with the 
youngsters to talk about his numerous accomplishments on the gridiron.  Instead, he delivered an inspirational 
speech about the importance of education and actively engaging in one’s community.  It was a powerful 
message that both the children and parents appreciated. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 

Michael C. Mentel, President 

Visit Columbus City Council’s Web site to learn more about Council’s initiatives and to access links to city 
departments.  

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  ________________________________________ 

Craig Looking to Help Small Businesses Succeed 

Mentel Joins NFL Player for Charitable Donation Celebration 

Tavares Raises Awareness of Carbon Monoxide Poisoning 

Council Encourages Residents to Prepare for Flu Season 

Brentnell Sidewalks Completed 

Community Celebrates Columbus’ First Bike Boulevard  

City and OSU Open New Policing Center 

City Announces Neighborhood Revitalization Project on Northeast Side 

Boyce Swears in Youth Commissioners 

Mentel Helps Announce Charity Newsies Annual Drive 

City Council Launches Combined Charitable Campaign 

Inside this edition: 

Council President Michael C. Mentel joined NFL player 
Chinedum Ndukwe as he presented his $5,000 charitable 
donation to the Christian Youth Athletic Association Saints 
League’s football division. 
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CRAIG LOOKING TO HELP SMALL BUSINESSES SUCCEED_______________ 

John Hard of CaJohn’s Flavor & Fire and Jeni Britton-Bauer of 
Jeni’s Splendid Ice Creams are two of Columbus’ most successful 
small business owners, having parlayed their local operations into 
internationally recognized ventures.  While they may have used 
different business models to achieve their success, both share one 
thing in common: getting their start at the North Market.  
 
This Columbus focal point for locally produced foods is a must-see 
tourist attraction for out-of-town visitors.  It also serves as an 
important small business incubator that offers operations similar to 
CaJohn’s and Jeni’s a chance to succeed.  Councilmember Hearcel 
F. Craig, who chairs the Minority and Small Business Development 
Committee for City Council, held a public meeting to explore ways 
to sustain and expand the North Market model to other sectors of 
the Columbus economy. 
 
“The North Market has proven to be a perfect place to foster small businesses,” said Craig.  “Given the success 
of CaJohn’s and Jeni’s, I believe the North Market has a large amount of untapped potential that can lead to 
even more profitable business ventures.” 

 
One idea considered at the meeting is a proposal to turn an unused second-floor 
kitchen at the North Market into a community kitchen where small business owners 
could rent space and equipment to help introduce their product into the 
marketplace.  The community kitchen would help keep start-up costs low and 
provide fledgling business owners with exposure to more successful owners, who 
could serve as mentors. 
 
“The North Market plays an important role in the daily lives of many Columbus 
residents and is an example of what can happen when hard work and creativity 
meet opportunity,” said Dave Wible, North Market’s executive director.  “Many of 
the business owners dream of being as successful as 
Jeni’s and CaJohn’s, but have as their core value 
making a quality product that others will enjoy for years 
to come.” 
 
Brittion-Bauer’s business is a local sensation that 

quickly garnered national critical acclaim by winning the Gallo Family Vineyards 
Gold Medal Awards.   While her business has been open for about six years, the 
dream of producing exotic ice creams with tempting names like Dark Cocoa Gelato, 
Thai Chili or Lime Cardamom Yogurt with Lingonberries began in the mid-90s.    
 
“My business went from just me making the product to the situation I’m in now, 
where I have managers to manage other managers,”  said Brittion-Bauer.  “Having 
mentors and the chance to talk to business owners who have experienced the 
same struggles I have has been a key component of my success.” 
 
Hard, who founded his company in 1996, also offered his insights.  “CaJohn’s first 
became very popular on the national food convention circuit, and while we are a 
business based in the Linden neighborhood, approximately 25% of our sales come 
from the European market.” 

Minority and Small Business Development 
Committee Chair Hearcel F. Craig met with small 
business owners at the North Market. 

Jeni Britton-Bauer, founder of 
Jeni’s Splendid Ice Creams, is 
known for the unique flavors 
of ice cream she has created. 

John Hard has taken his  
Columbus-born business to the 
global market where he has 
received international acclaim 
for his products. 

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
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MENTEL JOINS NFL PLAYER FOR CHARITABLE DONATION CELEBRATION___ 

Cincinnati Bengals second-year safety Chinedum 
Ndukwe makes an impact on the field every Sunday 
when he tackles opposing players.  Ndukwe also made 
an impact on the lives of Columbus children with his gift 
to a local football league. 
 
Ndukwe, originally from Powell and a graduate of Notre 
Dame University, donated $5,000 to the Christian 
Youth Athletic Association (CYAA) Saints League’s 
football division.  The money allowed the organization 
to buy helmets and uniforms for 185 players and was 
matched with a donation from the NFL Players 
Association. 
 
“One of the greatest gifts to a community is the ability to 
impact the lives of children,” said Council President 
Michael C. Mentel, who joined Ndukwe, players and 
parents at a check presentation ceremony in the Linden area.  “Chinedum is setting an example that all 
professional athletes and community leaders should follow.  Not everyone can donate $5,000, but we can all 
donate time and effort to support the causes that are important to us.” 
 
“This has been a positive experience getting the chance to meet these children, coaches and parents,” said 
Ndukwe, who posed for numerous pictures with his new fan base.  “I was blessed to have grown up in a family 
that did not face the same struggles as some of these kids.  With the help of a good education and strong after-
school activities, I am confident these young men will be successful in whatever career they pursue.” 

President Mentel thanked Ndukwe for his generous donation, 
which allowed 185 children to receive football uniforms. 

TAVARES RAISES AWARENESS OF CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING ______ 

According to the National Fire Protection Association, nearly 90% of reported non-fire 
carbon monoxide (CO) incidents occur in the home while only 27% of homes in the 
United States have proper CO alarms.   
 
In an effort to raise awareness of this “silent killer,” Health, Housing & Human Services 
Committee Chair Charleta B. Tavares sponsored a resolution urging the Ohio General 
Assembly to pass legislation that would require the installation of carbon monoxide 
alarms in housing units.  
 
“Carbon monoxide alarms are as important for home safety as smoke 
detectors,” said Linda Tvorik of Columbus Public Health.  “Studies show 
a significant correlation between cities that have alarm ordinances and 
decreased carbon monoxide related death rates.” 
 

Councilmember Tavares pointed out that common household appliances that are not normally 
considered sources of potential carbon monoxide poisoning are becoming an increasing factor 
in CO related deaths.   
 
“I want to encourage everyone to have an audit done on their home furnace,” said Tavares. 
“Now that it’s winter, heaters are being used more often and that means there is a higher risk 
for CO poisoning.”  
 
For more information about preventing carbon monoxide poisoning, please visit www.knowaboutco.com 

Linda Tvorik 
encouraged 
Council to 
support a CO 
alarm resolution. 

Councilmember Tavares 
sponsored a resolution to 
raise awareness of CO 
poisoning.  

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/mentel/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/tavares/index.asp
http://www.knowaboutco.com/
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When it comes to preventing outbreaks of influenza, the flu vaccine is the 
best way to stop the virus from spreading.  To demonstrate how easy it is to 
help prevent the spread of this harmful illness, members of City Council, 

Mayor Michael B. Coleman and Health 
Commissioner Dr. Teresa Long received their 
annual flu shots at a recent city health fair. 
 
“We want the community to know the flu shot is safe 
and effective,” said Councilmember Priscilla R. 
Tyson. 
 
“On-site health fairs can save employers money by 
helping prevent the spread of the flu among their 
staff,” said Councilmember Andrew J. Ginther.   
 
“Getting a flu shot is not only a great way to keep 

yourself and your family healthier this winter, 
but it is an investment in the overall health 
and well-being of our community by 
preventing widespread flu throughout homes, 
schools and workplaces,” said Commissioner 
Long.  
 
To learn more about how to protect yourself 
and your family from influenza this winter, 
visit www.publichealth.columbus.gov. 
 

Councilmembers Ginther and Tyson 
along with Mayor Coleman and Health 
Commissioner Long received their 
annual flu shot. 

Children walking to the Brentnell Park and Recreation Center will find their 
trip much safer now with the completion of a $750,000 sidewalk project on 
three streets in north central Columbus. 
 
“Recreation centers are at the heart of many Columbus neighborhoods,” 
said Recreation and Parks Committee Chair Priscilla R. Tyson.  “Children 
and adults need to have safe sidewalks to help them take advantage of 
the dozens of great physical and educational programs that Columbus 
offers at recreation centers.”  
 

The city has just completed building 1.18 miles of sidewalk and 32 ADA-
compliant curb ramps along Brentnell, Woodward and Holt avenues. 
 
Sidewalks and ramps were installed on both sides of Brentnell Avenue, 
from Woodward to Holt, except for a small portion where there was not 
sufficient room to build them. 
 
Since 2000, Columbus has spent over $5 million in bond money to build 
more than 17 miles of sidewalks in Columbus neighborhoods, providing 
safe access to schools, recreation centers, churches and bus stops. 

Mayor Coleman, Councilmember Tyson and 
community leaders enjoy a walk on the 
new sidewalks in front of the Brentnell 
Recreation Center. 

BRENTNELL SIDEWALK PROJECT COMPLETED________________________ 

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/tyson/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/tyson/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/ginther/index.asp
http://www.publichealth.columbus.gov
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/tyson/index.asp
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Flanked by dozens of bicyclists and community 
leaders, Councilmember Maryellen O’Shaughnessy 
celebrated the opening of the Milton Avenue Bike 
Boulevard—the first of its kind in Columbus. 

The Milton Avenue Bike Boulevard is actually a series 
of streets—Kenworth, Milton, Delhi—that make up the 
missing gap in the Olentangy Trail, which is the 
busiest biking, hiking and walking trail in Ohio. 
Through signage and pavement logos, bike 
boulevards give priority to cyclists and alert motorists 
to their presence. 

“As an avid biker, I am pleased to see the city’s 
continued commitment to those who choose to travel 
on two wheels, whether for exercise or as their primary 
mode of transportation,” said O’Shaughnessy, who 
chairs the Public Service & Transportation Committee.  
“A complete streets program will help ensure that our 
roadways are built to accommodate cars, bikes, 

pedestrians and transit users, improving safety and mobility around Columbus.” 

The Milton Avenue Bike Boulevard was developed in conjunction with the Bicentennial Bikeways Plan, a 20-
year plan to make Columbus one of the nation’s more bike-friendly cities.  As part of the plan, the city has 
installed 62 bike racks to date and hopes to add many more. 

“The use of the progressive, but simple, technique 
of creating a bike boulevard demonstrates that the 
city is serious about creating a world class 
infrastructure for cyclists,” said Jeff Stephens, 
executive director of Consider Biking.  “The Milton 
Avenue project will be a quick win.” 

Columbus plans to expand 
its current network of 87 
miles of bike trails, bike 
routes and bike lanes by 
adding 31 miles of off-
street trails and 58 miles of 
on-street bike lanes and 
bike routes in time for the 
2012 bicentennial 
celebration.  The city also 
is planning to create a 
downtown “bike station,” 
where cyclists who 
commute to downtown jobs 
will be able to change 
clothes and store bikes. 

(above) The Milton Avenue Bike Boulevard includes curb ramps, 
countdown timers, signal loop detectors for cyclists and bike staging 
areas at intersections, called “bike boxes.”  
 
(left) Councilmember O’Shaughnessy has been a major proponent of 
the Bicentennial Bikeways Plan, which will add 87 miles of bike 
trails, routes and lanes to Columbus’ current bicycle transportation 
network. 

Public Service and Transportation Committee Chair Maryellen 
O’Shaughnessy has worked diligently to keep Columbus on the 
cutting edge of alternative transportation. 

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
http://council.ci.columbus.oh.us/council_members/Oshaughnessy/index.asp
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Councilmember Andrew J. Ginther, Mayor Michael B. Coleman and 
OSU President E. Gordon Gee joined community partners to celebrate 
the opening of the Moody Hall Neighborhood Policing Center, which will 
serve the University District and Weinland Park areas.  The joint safety 
office at 248 E. 11th Ave. will house police officers at the location that 
formerly contained multiple residential units. The facility is named in 
honor of Bill Hall, OSU’s former vice president of student affairs who 
passed away in 2005, and former Mayor Tom Moody, who passed in 
November.   
 
“The legacy and contributions of Mr. Hall and Mayor Moody are 
embodied in the new policing center, intended to serve as a focal point 
for community involvement and the continued development of the 
University and Weinland Park neighborhoods,” said Ginther, who chairs 
City Council’s Public Safety Committee.  “This building will not only 
make our city safer, but it will bring students, residents and police 
together to promote the quality of life in the neighborhoods and foster a 
unique spirit of collaboration.” 
 
The $4.6 million, 16,000-square-foot facility was jointly funded by Ohio 
State University and the City of Columbus. It will serve as a unique, 
innovative safety center, housing Columbus police, OSU police, a 

Community Crime Patrol office and a neighborhood pride center.  The building has been certified for 
Leadership in Environment and Energy Design (LEED) because of its energy-saving attributes.  LEED is a 
national accreditation system that recognizes buildings that are constructed to save energy and protect the 
environment.  
 
“This facility is a tangible example of the power of partnerships,” said President Gee.  “By pooling the talents 
and resources of the city, the surrounding community and Ohio State, we are helping to ensure a safer and 
more productive environment in which to live, study and work.  I am grateful to our students, to our neighbors in 
the Weinland Park area, and to countless others who are bringing their vision of a more vibrant community to 
life.” 
 
Columbus invested nearly 
$2.4 million and Ohio State 
invested $2.2 million in the 
project, which was 
constructed with input from 
area residents, neighborhood 
groups, university businesses 
and student government 
organizations.  Columbus 
police will be moving 56 
officers to the new site from 
the precinct four substation at 
Arcadia and Deming 
Avenues, on the northern 
edge of the University 
District.  Fire Station #13, 
located at that site, will remain. 

Councilmember Ginther joined Mayor 
Coleman and President Gee in announcing 
the new OSU policing center. 

The community opened the new policing center with a ribbon-cutting ceremony. 

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/ginther/index.asp
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A northeast side neighborhood that has seen very little new development 
over the past 50 years will be revitalized as the city plans to invest $15 
million in infrastructure improvements to the American Addition 
neighborhood.   
 
Councilmembers Charleta B. Tavares and Hearcel F. Craig along with city 
leaders and community partners unveiled plans for new storm sewers, 
curbs, gutters, sidewalks, ADA ramps, pavement and bike paths in the 
neighborhood.  The infrastructure improvements will complement plans for 
new housing by the Columbus Housing Partnership (CHP). 
 
“The best way to build a strong neighborhood is to first meet the basic 
needs of residents,” said Tavares, chair of the Health, Housing & Human 
Services Committee.  “This project updates those essential services to 
make this area an attractive place for a family to call home.” 
 
The boundaries for the infrastructure projects are Joyce Avenue from 
Hudson to 12th Avenue and will be completed in two phases.  Phase 1 will 
take place from Hudson to Kenmore (start 2010, complete by 2012).  
Phase 2 will occur from Kenmore to 12th Avenue (start 2013, complete by 
2015). 

Councilmember Tavares emphasized 
meeting resident needs as the focus of 
the American Additions project.  

BOYCE SWEARS IN YOUTH COMMISSIONERS_________________________ 

Initiated by President Pro Tem Kevin L. Boyce in 2001, the Columbus Youth Commission serves an integral 
role in advising City Council and the Mayor on the issues impacting young people in the community.  
Councilmember Boyce, along with President Mentel and Mayor Coleman, swore in the youth commissioners at 
this year’s induction ceremony held in City Council chambers.  
 
“These young men and women represent the future leadership of our country,” said Boyce.  “I’m proud to see 
them taking a proactive role in helping shape our community.  Despite the challenging times our nation is 
facing, these young people offer all of us hope and assure us that our country will be in good hands.” 
 
This year’s commission has placed a special emphasis on working with City Council and the administration on 
promoting educational initiatives.  The group also noted they are interested in helping reduce school violence. 

(Back Row, L-R)—City Attorney Richard C. Pfeiffer, Councilmembers Andrew J. Ginther, Priscilla R. Tyson, Hearcel F. Craig, President 
Pro Tem Kevin L. Boyce, Mayor Michael B. Coleman, President Michael C. Mentel, City Auditor Hugh J. Dorrian, and Councilmembers 
Charleta B. Tavares and Maryellen O'Shaughnessy welcome the Youth Commission to Council chambers.  

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/tavares/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/craig/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/boyce/index.asp
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For more than 100 years, Charity Newsies 
have sold special editions of The Columbus 
Dispatch to raise money for needy children.  
This year Council President Michael C. Mentel, 
a long-time Charity Newsies volunteer, helped 
raise a giant banner at the corner of Broad and 
High Streets to announce the 2008 drive date 
of December 13th. 
 
“In these uncertain economic times, the work 
that groups like Charity Newsies perform are 
more critical than ever,” said President Mentel.  
“One hundred percent of the money raised from 
the paper drive will clothe needy Franklin 
County school children.” 
 
The organization provided clothing to more 
than 14,000 school-aged children last year, and 
projects a significant increase in the need for their services in 2008. 

COUNCIL LAUNCHES COMBINED CHARITABLE CAMPAIGN_______________ 

City Council literally launched their combined 
charitable campaign with the help of some 
flying flapjacks at a recent pancake breakfast at 
City Hall. 
 
Dozens of city employees bought tickets to the 
event to help raise money for a variety of social 
service programs in the community.  A $6 ticket 
included an “all you can eat” breakfast of 
pancakes, sausage, and coffee.  Half of the 
ticket cost covered the breakfast, while the 
other half went to charity.  However, it was not 
so much the food as the service that helped 
draw the breakfast crowd. 
 
Chris Cakes, renowned for it’s creative 
catering, made a special trip to Council 
chambers, where the event was held.  Keeping 
with their tradition, the company made 
pancakes to order and then flung the flapjacks 

onto donators plates at distances of more than 15 feet.   
 
An early riser, Councilmember Hearcel F. Craig had no problem catching his breakfast when he found out the 
proceeds were going to such a worthy cause.  
 
“With our current economic conditions, many residents in our community are in need,” said Craig.  “This event 
shows city employees are generous people who care about our community and the people who live here.” 
  
The breakfast helped kick-start the Council staff’s goal of raising $3500 by the end of the year. 

President Mentel helped kick-off the annual Charity Newsies paper sale. 

Councilmember Craig catches pancakes for charity.  The money received 
from the event will contribute towards Council’s goal of raising $3,500. 

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
http://wbt1.council.ci.columbus.oh.us/content.aspx?id=4896
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