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City of ColumbusCity of Columbus
-- Facts and FiguresFacts and Figures

• Land Area:  212 square miles
• Population:  711,470 (2000 census)
• 15th largest city in United States
• Growth rate:  12.4% (from 1990 to 2000)
• Over 400 citizen organizations
• More than 8000 streets

http://www.arena-district.com/
http://ohiostatebuckeyes.collegesports.com/genrel/030102aab.html?pic=6


ColumbusColumbus
(Linden Reference)(Linden Reference)



LindenLinden
-- Facts and FiguresFacts and Figures

• Land Area:  6.5 square miles
• 1 of 25 “traffic communities” in

Columbus
• Population:  40,000 (2000 census)
• 3 major community organizations



My street is a raceway!My street is a raceway!

I won’t let my kids play in the I won’t let my kids play in the 
front yardfront yard This is my street This is my street ––

they don’t belong here they don’t belong here ––
they are just using it as a cutthey are just using it as a cut--thruthru

The neighbors dog got ran overThe neighbors dog got ran over

Somebody is going to get killed!Somebody is going to get killed!

Speeding Traffic!!!Speeding Traffic!!!

You have to do something about this!You have to do something about this!



What we hear and seeWhat we hear and see



What we hear and seeWhat we hear and see



What we hear and seeWhat we hear and see



What we hear and seeWhat we hear and see



Responding to requests from residentsResponding to requests from residents……

Traffic Calming Requests
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What we are trying to achieve:What we are trying to achieve:

Vibrant communities

and successful businesses

for happy residents
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The Progression

Engaging the Community

Recommendations

Three Components of the Presentation:Three Components of the Presentation:



The Progression



from Traffic Calming
to Community Mobility

The Progression



Street Segments

Step #1

The Progression



Street Length 
Between Arterials

Step #2

The Progression



Adjacent Streets

Step #3

The Progression



Traffic Neighborhood

Step #4

The Progression



Community Mobility

Step #5

The Progression



Defining 
Communities

and their 
Traffic 

Neighborhoods
(Linden)

The Progression



Defining 
Communities

and their 
Traffic 

Neighborhoods
(Linden as we 

would do now?)

The Progression



Comprehensive SolutionsComprehensive Solutions

Balances needs of residents with Balances needs of residents with 
the ability to administer a programthe ability to administer a program

Community ownership in planCommunity ownership in plan

Helps to solve the bigger problemsHelps to solve the bigger problems

Minimizes the diversion of trafficMinimizes the diversion of traffic

Addresses arterial roadwaysAddresses arterial roadways
Long term implementationLong term implementation

Why Community Mobility?Why Community Mobility?

The Progression



Engaging the Community



Engaging the Community



Engaging the Community

Community Leaders Community Leaders 
MeetingMeeting

•• Introduce the idea to the Introduce the idea to the 
communitycommunity
•• Stir interest in working with Stir interest in working with 
the City to help solve problemsthe City to help solve problems
•• Increase successIncrease success



Walk AuditWalk Audit

•• Gather realGather real--world understanding of issuesworld understanding of issues
•• Begin to formulate solutionsBegin to formulate solutions
•• Stir public interest to attend meetingsStir public interest to attend meetings
•• Increase successIncrease success

Engaging the Community



Engaging the Community

Opening SessionOpening Session

•• Present plan development agendaPresent plan development agenda
•• Educate citizens on traffic engineeringEducate citizens on traffic engineering
•• Identify problemsIdentify problems
•• Prioritize problemsPrioritize problems
•• Brainstorm solutionsBrainstorm solutions
•• Gain support for future participationGain support for future participation
•• Increase successIncrease success



Engaging the Community

Closing SessionClosing Session

•• Summarize and review work to dateSummarize and review work to date
•• Make minor modifications to planMake minor modifications to plan
•• Gain support for future participationGain support for future participation
•• Increase successIncrease success



Engaging the Community

Presentations at meetings ofPresentations at meetings of
neighborhood organizationsneighborhood organizations

•• Foster organizational relationshipsFoster organizational relationships
•• Gain organizational supportGain organizational support
•• Increase success of implementationIncrease success of implementation



Engaging the Community

Open HouseOpen House

•• Informal presentation of plan andInformal presentation of plan and
how it was developedhow it was developed

•• Answer questionsAnswer questions
•• Plant seeds for implementationPlant seeds for implementation
•• Gain supportGain support
•• Increase success of futureIncrease success of future

participationparticipation



Engaging the Community

Acceptance of Plan and Acceptance of Plan and 
corresponding responsibilitiescorresponding responsibilities

•• Acceptance by CityAcceptance by City
•• Acceptance by Area CommissionsAcceptance by Area Commissions
•• Intent of plan (flexible to changingIntent of plan (flexible to changing

circumstances)circumstances)
•• Collaboration of City and AreaCollaboration of City and Area

Commissions to implement planCommissions to implement plan
-- City to be majority fundingCity to be majority funding

sourcesource
-- Area Commission toArea Commission to

represent community voicerepresent community voice
-- Area Commission toArea Commission to

maintain landscapingmaintain landscaping



Engaging the Community

Implementation of Plan Implementation of Plan 
RecommendationsRecommendations

•• Area Commission to determineArea Commission to determine
priorities with City guidancepriorities with City guidance

•• City to respond as per funding, staff,City to respond as per funding, staff,
and correlating projects/programsand correlating projects/programs

•• Some projects and/or programs may beSome projects and/or programs may be
immediate and may wait many yearsimmediate and may wait many years

•• StandStand--alone projects or piggyalone projects or piggy--backback
projectsprojects



Recommendations



Cornerstones of Community MobilityCornerstones of Community Mobility

4 4 ““EE’’ss””

EnforcementEnforcement

EducationEducation

EngagementEngagement EngineeringEngineering

Recommendations



AutomobilesAutomobiles
•• SpeedingSpeeding
•• Not yielding to pedestriansNot yielding to pedestrians

PedestriansPedestrians
•• JaywalkingJaywalking

Law Enforcement Audit and Law Enforcement Audit and 
CourseCourse

Recommendations

EnforcementEnforcement



CampaignCampaign
•• PresentationsPresentations
•• FlyersFlyers
•• RalliesRallies
•• MediaMedia

Recommendations

EducationEducation



Plan DevelopmentPlan Development
•• 20 + meetings/presentations20 + meetings/presentations

•• Walk AuditWalk Audit
•• Problem IdentificationProblem Identification
•• Problem solutionProblem solution

•• Advisory GroupAdvisory Group

Plan ImplementationPlan Implementation
•• Prioritization of Engineering Prioritization of Engineering 
TreatmentsTreatments
•• Support from CommunitySupport from Community

Recommendations

EngagementEngagement



Low Cost  Low Cost  -- Basic InstallationBasic Installation
•• SignsSigns

•• OneOne--way to Twoway to Two--way Streetway Street
•• Pavement MarkingsPavement Markings

•• Road DietRoad Diet

Recommendations
EngineeringEngineering



Recommendations

Visual Road DietVisual Road Diet

7 mph speed reduction7 mph speed reduction
(avg and 85(avg and 85thth))

SL = 35 mphSL = 35 mph
ADT = 5500ADT = 5500

36’ wide36’ wide

EngineeringEngineering



Moderate Cost  Moderate Cost  -- Moderate Moderate 
InstallationInstallation
•• Pedestrian Refuge IslandsPedestrian Refuge Islands
•• Speed TablesSpeed Tables
•• MiniMini--CircleCircle

Recommendations
EngineeringEngineering



High Cost  High Cost  -- Complex InstallationComplex Installation
•• Modern RoundaboutsModern Roundabouts
•• Sidewalks and ADA RampsSidewalks and ADA Ramps
•• BulbBulb--outsouts
•• ChicanesChicanes

Recommendations
EngineeringEngineering

http://www.roundabouts.net/pics/roundabouts/roundabouts_hiltonhead_small.jpg


Recommendations NorthwestNorthwest



Recommendations NortheastNortheast



Recommendations West CentralWest Central



Recommendations East CentralEast Central



Recommendations SouthSouth



ConsultantsConsultants
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
• Walkable Communities, Inc (Dan Burden, public 

engagement process and recommendations)
• Wilbur Smith Associates (traffic counts and modeling)
• Herb Levinson (traffic engineering review)



Contact InformationContact Information

John D. Sliemers, P.E.
• Community Mobility Engineer and Project Manager
• jdsliemers@columbus.gov

City of Columbus
Transportation Division
109 North Front Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215

614-645-8376



ResourcesResources

• www.columbus.gov/latmp/
• www.walkinginfo.org

– Pedestrian Facilities Users Guide (FHWA)
• www.walkable.org

– Streets and Sidewalks, People and Cars
– Street Design Guidelines for Healthy Neighborhoods
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