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Columbus Department of Public Utilities 

Division of Power and Water, Watershed Management Office 
7600 Sunbury Road, Westerville, OH 43081 

Tel 645-1721  Fax 645-1871 
 

 
 

LAND STEWARDSHIP PLAN PROGRAM INFORMATION 
 
The Land Stewardship Plan is submitted by the contiguous property owner(s) who are interested in 
certain use privileges of the parkland. Such privileges may include specific and limited maintenance or 
planting trees and vegetation as approved by the department. Views or portions of views may be 
requested to be maintained; however, the creation of new views shall not be considered. Having a valid 
Land Stewardship Plan is a prerequisite to receiving a private dock, stake or mooring permit. In all cases 
the department will strive for tree vegetated reservoir banks. 
 
Land Stewardship Plans consist of a sketch of the property involved and pertinent descriptions indicating 
the state of the city parkland to be managed by the adjacent property. 
 
The plan as approved shall be beneficial to the public parkland and address native vegetation and 
reforestation, wildlife considerations, river bank vegetation and related soil erosion concerns. Existing 
vegetated areas shall not be approved for conversion to other uses or for views or any other purpose. 

 
a. Native vegetation is important and is to be preserved. 
b. River bank vegetation on both east and west banks should be increased to provide shade 

over the waters’ edge and to help stabilize the river banks. 
c. Forested areas shall remain and be expanded where possible to enhance wildlife habitat. 
d. Wetland areas must remain undisturbed to provide wildlife habitat and to help filter chemical 

runoff from surrounding areas. Converted wetlands on City parkland shall be allowed to revert 
into a natural wetland condition to comply with Federal regulations and to enhance the local 
ecology. 

e. Retention of existing grass areas will be considered for approval if their existence can be 
supported as serving a valid natural environmental purpose. 

f. Any proposed plantings must be approved as part of the Land Stewardship Plan. They are to 
be native and non-invasive. Exceptions shall be approved in writing by Watershed 
Management. A list of acceptable trees and ground covers for each reservoir park is available 
from Watershed Management. 

g. Permanent structures shall not be permitted. 
h. Placing some areas into old field succession (with single annual mowing in the autumn) is 

encouraged to promote wildlife diversity in areas not already forested. 
i. Inclusion of wildlife enhancement items including wood duck boxes, bat boxes, prothonotary 

warbler boxes, etc. These are helpful to conservation efforts. 
j. Inclusion of native wildflower plantings to add beauty and color to areas. Non-native flowers 

are discouraged. Proposals for hummingbird or butterfly gardens are viable options. 
k. Ground covers are encouraged when private property owners already have views and wish to 

maintain them. Lawns can be converted to ground cover to reduce maintenance while 
benefiting wildlife without sacrificing a view. 

l. Combining paths to the waters’ edge with adjacent neighbors to reduce impact on parkland. 
m. Except for special permits issued for the removal of the invasive Amur honeysuckle and garlic 

mustard, no removal of underbrush should occur. No new grass areas are permitted. 
n. On city parkland where Land Stewardship Plans are in place, for any tree in a non-forested 

area that dies and is removed, two like or native trees should be planted to replace the dead 
tree. 

 

City of Columbus 
Michael B. Coleman, Mayor 
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With positive neighbor cooperation, implementation of the Land Stewardship Program will protect 
management areas from further deforestation and encroachment, which ultimately can result in better 
drinking water quality. 
 
 

 
INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO REQUEST A LAND STEWARDSHIP AGREEMENT 

 
Please date, sign and return both copies of the Land Stewardship Agreement. Your copy will be signed 
and returned. The second copy will be held on file at Watershed Management. Please note, as 
described in item 4, that along with the signed license agreement, you must submit a plan 
consisting of both a drawing and a narrative. Plan options are described in the sheet titled "Program 
Information." Guidelines for plan submission are given in an enclosed sheet titled "Guidelines for 
Submission of a City of Columbus Stewardship Agreement Plan Proposal." Plants that may be 
used for landscaping of City of Columbus property are listed in enclosed sheets titled “Native Plant 
List.” Please call us at (614) 645-1721 if you need assistance. 
 

Description of Forms 
 

Exhibit A 
 
This form is to be signed by any worker other than the steward(s). If you have a neighbor or their 
child help you in the stewardship area we need their signature or that of a parent or legal guardian for 
children less than legal age.  If you have a landscape service work in the stewardship area we need a 
signed sheet for each worker. If a corporation is doing the work we need a signature from an officer of 
the corporation. 
 
Third Party Agreement 
 
This form is to be used when you have a contractor perform services under the terms of your 
stewardship agreement. If you have a lawn service mow an area you could file the form once and send 
in a renewal only if you change providers. An “Exhibit A” is needed for each worker or corporation 
providing service under the Third Party Agreement. 
 

Guidelines for Submission of a City of Columbus Stewardship Agreement Plan Proposal 
 
The following applies to a delineated stewardship area and further defines implementation guidelines 
proposed by the Waterways Management Task Force and adopted by City Council. The following 
guidelines shall be used in addition to the "Program Information" sheet. 
 

1. Forested is defined as ‘a dense growth of trees and underbrush covering a large tract.’  Forested 
areas shall remain untouched accept for the approved removal of invasive plants. A minimum of 
50% of the total stewardship area must be retained in a (native and natural) forested condition. 

 
2. Previously cleared areas shall be returned to forest unless approved to be managed as a native 

prairie or single annual mow area.  Approved areas will not exceed 30% of the total stewardship 
area. 

 
3. A previously cleared area may be retained as a view corridor but may not exceed half (50%) of 

the stewardship area. 
 

4. View corridor vegetation shall consist of native plants and/or alternatives from a list approved by 
the Watershed Management office.  See “Native Plan List” enclosed. 
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5. View corridors may not be retained in a defined nature preserve. 
 

6. Non-native plants may not be used in nature preserves. 
 

7. Maintenance Mow areas may be maintained for the purpose of paths, dock access and buffers 
between native areas and neighboring properties but shall not exceed 20% of the non-forested 
stewardship area. The square footage of mown areas shall be subtracted from any area allowed 
as a view corridor but need not be contained within the view corridor to be subtracted. No 
chemicals may be used to enhance mown areas of City of Columbus property. 

 
8. Stewardship plans shall be in writing and shall consist of both a reasonably-to-scale drawing of 

the area and narrative describing details of proposed plantings for establishment, short-term and 
long-term maintenance. 

 
9. A stewardship area may not necessarily include all adjoining City of Columbus property and shall 

at no time include any property below a normal high water mark. 
 
Please call Watershed Management at (614)645-1721 if you have questions or wish to discuss 
details of your plan prior to submission. 
 
Plans may be submitted by mail to: Attn: Steven E. Lowe, Watershed Management, 7600 Sunbury 
Road, Westerville, OH 43081. Plans may also be submitted by e-mail to: selowe@columbus.gov.  
Plans submitted in CAD format should be projected to State Plane NAD83 and defined as North or 
South projection, depending on area. Plan areas are available in CAD format and will be provided upon 
request. 
 
Links to Land Stewardship Agreement application forms: 
 
Exhibit A  
 
Third Party Agreement (only needed if a contractor will be performing work): 
 
License Agreement 



Columbus Department of Public Utilities 
Division of Power and Water, Watershed Management Office 

7600 Sunbury Road, Westerville, OH 43081 
Tel 645-1721  Fax 645-1871 

 

Exhibit A 
(to be completed by any workers other than the stewards,  including contractors' employees) 

 
REGISTER FOR LAND STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM AND LIABILITY RELEASE 

 
 I, the undersigned, a Permittee of _____________________ and as part of the consideration for the 

City of Columbus allowing me to participate in the above program, I do hereby consent and agree as 
follows: 

 
RELEASE AND INDEMNIFICATION 

 
 The Permittee, for himself/herself/themselves, contractors, workers, agents, or anyone working with the 

Permittee agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the City of Columbus, Ohio and its respective 
officials, employees or other agents and representatives, against any loss, claim, cause of action, 
damage, or liability whatsoever, whether without limitation strict or absolute liability in tort or by statute 
imposed, charge, cost or expense, including without limitation, attorneys fees to the extent permitted by 
law, which may be incurred in connection with, or in any manner arising out of any damage or loss to 
property or injury or death of any person resulting from, or arising out of, without limitation the operation 
of this permit. In no event shall Permittee or any of his/her/their contractors, workers, agents, or any 
third party with whom he/she/they contract(s) be considered the officers, employees, agents or other 
representatives of the City of Columbus. 

 
 The undersigned acknowledges and fully understands that having surveyed the premises; the City does 

not make any warranties or representations as to the physical conditions of the real property at the 
above described location. The City owes no duty of care to the Permittee. The Permittee is acting in a 
voluntary capacity and enters the real property at his/her/their own risk and assumes all risk of injury to 
person or property resulting from this license to enter the above described location for the purposes of 
the Land Stewardship program. 

 
The Permittee is hereby warned of personal liability for injuries and damages and it is required that 
activities be covered by liability insurance. 
 
 

__________________________ 
Permittee (Please print) 

__________________________ 
Address 

__________________________ 
City                         State                     Zip 

__________________________ 
Signature of Permittee 

 

City of Columbus 
Michael B. Coleman, Mayor 



Columbus Department of Public Utilities 
Division of Power and Water, Watershed Management Office 

7600 Sunbury Road, Westerville, OH 43081 
Tel 645-1721  Fax 645-1871 

 
 
 

THIRD PARTY AGREEMENT 
(for use where a contractor will be performing work) 

 
Description of services to be performed: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

Date work may begin: ___/___/___            Date work will be completed: ___/___/___   

Hour workers may begin each day: ______ AM/PM      Hour workers will finish each day: _____ AM/PM 
 
Cost of services provided (including all consideration received): 

____________________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________Both Steward and 

Third Party acknowledges the following: 

1. Said services are being performed not as an employee of the city and that the means and method of 
performing said services are not directed by the City but solely by the Steward(s) and for the Steward(s) 
benefit. 

2. All landscaping materials used to improve or beautify the location become property of the City of Columbus. 
3. The City of Columbus incurs no financial obligation as a result of the agreement.  The agreement is not for the 

benefit of third parties. 
4. No member, contractor, employee, or agent of the steward(s) shall be permitted access to the location set 

forth above until said member, contractor, employee, or agent has signed the release and indemnification 
agreement set forth in Exhibit A, attached hereto and incorporated by reference into this agreement.  

 
 

_____________________________                                                   ______________________________ 
Steward (please print)          Third Party (please print) 
 
______________________________                                                 _______________________________ 
Address           Address 
 
______________________________                                                 _______________________________ 
City                State                        Zip         City                  State                        Zip 
 
______________________________                                                  _______________________________ 
Signature            Signature 

 

City of Columbus 
Michael B. Coleman, Mayor 



 

 1

LICENSE AGREEMENT 
VOLUNTARY LAND STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO, DIVISION OF POWER AND WATER 
 
 This “LICENSE AGREEMENT” is entered into by and between the CITY OF COLUMBUS, 
OHIO, “City”, a municipal corporation, acting by and through its Division of Power and Water, and 
__________________, “Steward”, to allow Steward to utilize certain city-owned real property in 
consideration of the Steward’s covenants and/or services as set forth herein. 
 
 Whereas, for the benefit of the City and community at large, the Steward has expressed a 
desire to voluntarily maintain in its natural state and/or provide certain services to the city-owned real 
property which abuts the Steward’s real property located at ________________________________ 
_______________________________________________. 
 
 Whereas, the City deems it appropriate to encourage community support for maintenance 
and/or landscaping of such city-owned real property. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, to more specifically set forth the rights, duties, and responsibilities of the 
Steward, and as consideration for the City entering into this License Agreement allowing the Steward 
access to City-owned real property for the purposes of implementing an aesthetically pleasing and 
litter-free property maintenance program at the above location, the Steward acknowledges and hereby 
agrees to the following terms and conditions; 
 
 1. “Steward”, as used herein, shall include the masculine, feminine, and plural and is 
defined to mean the above named abutting property owner(s) or tenant(s). 
 2. “Services”, as used herein, is defined to mean and may include natural state 
maintenance, project design, plan implementation, landscaping, landscape maintenance, and/or 
construction of other approved improvements. 
 3. The Steward agrees to voluntarily provide services and/or improvements, as are 
approved by the City, to that certain City-owned real property abutting 
________________________________________. Installations, landscaping and construction of 
improvements, if any, shall be performed within one year of approval by the City. 
 4. The Steward shall submit a Stewardship Plan (“plan”) for all services to be provided.  All 
plans must be approved in writing by the City before access to the above location is permitted.  The 
plan must include the maintenance activities and maintenance schedule the Steward will provide for the 
duration of this agreement.  The plan shall include a plat of the plan area.  The plan may be attached 
hereto or submitted separately, but in any event this license agreement shall not be executed on behalf 
of the City until such plan is approved. 
 5. Any refuse, debris, trash, waste, or vegetation removed from the location shall be 
disposed of by the Steward in a lawful manner. 
 6. Steward may elect to perform any landscape services by utilizing Steward’s own labor, 
utilizing Steward’s own employees or permittees, or Steward may enter into an agreement with another 
individual, corporation, or other business entity to perform such services. 
 7. If the Steward elects to contract with an individual, a corporation, or other business entity 
to perform certain services, then Steward’s contract shall be substantially similar to the form attached 
hereto, which shall include all terms and conditions of Paragraph 8 hereof, and the fully executed 
contract shall be subject to the written approval of the City. 
 8. The terms and conditions of the contract referenced in Paragraph 7 shall include, without 
limitation, the scope of services to be performed, the time period within which services will be 
performed, the cost or other consideration that Steward shall pay, acknowledgment by both parties that 
such services are not being performed as an employee of the City, and that the means and methods of 
performing such services are being directed by the Steward and for the Steward’s benefit, not by the 
City. 
 9. Any landscape plant life and associated landscaping materials used to beautify the 
subject license area shall, by virtue of such being integrated into the City’s real property, become the 
property of the City.  Any approved structural improvements, such as a boat dock and integral 
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appurtenances thereto, shall remain the personal property of the Steward for so long as this agreement 
is in full force and effect, after which Steward shall remove such personal property within thirty (30) 
days.  Failure of Steward to remove such personal property prior to expiration of said thirty (30) day 
period shall be deemed abandonment of such personal property, which shall then become the property 
of the City.  Steward, by virtue of this license agreement, shall have the right to maintain and protect 
said personal property to the exclusion of all third persons. 
 10. The City shall incur no financial obligation as a result of this license agreement.  This 
license agreement is not for the benefit of any third parties. 
 11. No Steward, contractor, employee, or agent of the Steward shall be permitted access to 
the location set forth above until said Steward, contractor, employee, or agent has signed the release 
and indemnification agreement set forth in Exhibit “A” attached hereto and incorporated into this license 
agreement by reference. 
 12. The Steward agrees, on behalf of Steward and on behalf of any contractors, employees, 
workers, agents, or anyone working with the Steward, to indemnify and hold harmless the City of 
Columbus, Ohio and its respective officials, employees, or other agents and representatives, against 
any loss, claim, cause of action, damage, or liability whatsoever, including but not limited to strict or 
absolute liability in tort or by statute imposed, and for charges, costs, and expenses, including without 
limitation, attorneys fees, which may be incurred in connection with, or in any manner arising out of any 
damage or loss to property or injury or death of any person resulting from, or arising our of, without 
limitation the operation of this license agreement.  In no event shall Steward or any of Steward’s 
contractors, workers, agents, or any party with whom Steward may contract be considered the officers, 
employees, agents, or other representatives of the City of Columbus. 
 13. The Steward, having made a personal physical inspection of the premises, 
acknowledges and fully understands that the City makes no warranties or representations as to the 
physical conditions of the City-owned real property.  Steward understands and agrees that the City 
owes no duty of care to the Steward.  The Steward acknowledges that Steward’s activities pursuant to 
this license agreement are voluntary and that Steward’s entry upon the City-owned real property is at 
Steward’s sole risk and Steward assumes all risk of injury to person or property arising or resulting from 
this license agreement which permits Steward to enter upon certain City-owned real property for the 
purposes of the Land Stewardship Program for which this license agreement was created. 
 14. This license agreement shall in no way imply a restriction of public access to the City’s 
real property described herein, except to the extent of Steward’s personal property.  Also, the 
stewardship plan shall not be designed in such a manner as to restrict reasonable public access to 
adjacent or continuous City-owned real property. 
 15. The City reserves the absolute right to make inspections of City-owned real property 
under the care of any Steward.  Inspections may be made on a random basis and shall not require 
notification or approval of the Steward. 
 16. Any discrepancies in the implementation of a stewardship plan shall be brought to the 
attention of the Steward in writing and shall require a written acknowledgment on the part of the 
Steward.  Signing, dating, and returning said discrepancy notice, to the City, shall constitute Steward’s 
acknowledgment.  Steward may file a written request for changes or additions to the plan as a method 
of addressing any discrepancies.  However, compliance with the plan, whether it remains the same or 
changes or additions are approved, must be taken within a period of one year from notification or 
approval. 
 17. Steward agrees that in the event the City determines, in its sole discretion, that the 
Steward has not complied with the terms and conditions of this license agreement in the manner and 
within the time frame allowed, the City may, upon providing Steward with thirty (30) days notice to cure, 
terminate this license agreement and thereby revoke Steward’s license to utilize City-owned real 
property at the above described location, unless said time period is extended by the City.  
Notwithstanding the foregoing, if Steward performs or allows the mowing of a natural area or cutting of 
trees, then in that event the City, in its sole discretion, has the absolute right and power to terminate 
this license agreement without prior notice. 
 18. The City reserves the absolute right at any time, with or without cause, to modify or 
terminate this license agreement for the convenience of the City upon thirty (30) days written notice to 
Steward.  Conversely, should the Steward determine, in Steward’s sole discretion, that Steward no 
longer wishes to participate in the Land Stewardship Program, then in that event Steward may 
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terminate this license agreement by sending written notice to Watershed Management at the below 
address. 
 19. This Land Stewardship Plan may be renewed by a subsequent owner(s) or tenant(s) of 
the described abutting real property by execution and acceptance of a new License Agreement by the 
new owner(s) or tenant(s) of such abutting real property.  Watershed Management must be given 
written notice of any change in the ownership or control of the described abutting real property, and 
such notice shall be filed with Watershed Management on forms provided by Watershed Management. 
 20. Notices to Steward shall be sent to Steward at the address shown below Steward’s 
signature hereto.  Notices to the City shall be sent to Watershed Management at the following address:  
Watershed Management, 7600 Sunbury Road, Westerville, Ohio 43081. 

21.      The City’s execution of this license agreement does not vest, grant, transfer, or  
convey to Steward any legal or equitable title in the real property which is the subject of this  
license agreement. 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
 
 
________________________________    X___________________________________ 
John H. Carter, Watershed Manager   Signature of Steward 
Watershed Management Section    
Date: ___________________    Date: ______________________ 

 
 
________________________________   X___________________________________ 
Steven E. Lowe, Land Stewardship        Signature of Steward    
Watershed Management Section   

Date: ___________________    Date: ______________________   

 
 


